Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 09/07/93

Eurasian Wigeon Record Number: 89-AF
Oct 1933 Classification: A-S
North Twin L., Calhoun Co., IA

George Van Wyngarden

DuMont 1934, Hasbrouck 1934, IBL 61:83

SPECIMEN

Iowa State University #
PHOTOGRAPH

T. H. Kent, P-0037 (IBL 61:83)
REFERENCES

DuMont, P. A. 1935. Specimen of European Widgeon taken in
northwestern Iowa. Wilson Bull. 47:236.

Hasbrouck, E. M. 1944. Apparent status of the European Widgeon
in North America. Auk 61:93-104. p 101.

Musgrove, J. W., and M. R. Musgrove. 1961. Waterfowl in Iowa.
Des Moines: State Conservation Commission. p. 26.

Photograph: IBL 61:83 (P-0037)

Records Committee: IBL 61:83-84
VOTE: 5 A-S, 1 A-P

A-P. Confirmed by DuMont.

A-S. According to Iowa Birds, we have a photo of this
specimen. Regardless, I’1l1 take DuMont’s word for it regarding
the identification.

A-S. Specimen has been verified, and nothing seems to indicate
bird could have been an escapee.

A-S. Ross Silcock, Tom Staudt, and I viewed and photographed
the specimen at Mr. Van Wygarden’s home. His specimens were
beautifully mounted and carefully labeled on the bottom of the
mount.

A-S. Date and circumstances (except for fact that all 4 birds
were males) tends to support this record as being of a wild bird.
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Y9 AF

89-af Eurasian Wigeon: Oct 1933:; North Twin L., Calhoun Co., IA; George Van
Wyngarden. P 0037

DuMont, P. A. 1935. Specimen of European Widgeon taken in northwestern Iowa.
Wilson Bull. 47:236.

Specimen of European Widgeon Taken in Northwestern lowa.— A\
fully plumaged male European Widgeon (Mareca penelope) was killed during
October, 1933, by George Van Wyngarden while he was hunting ducks at North
Twin Lakes, Calhoun County, Jowa. Mr. Van Wyngarden stated that this bird
was one of a flock of four which flew over, and all appeared to be the same
species. Only one specimen was secured.

The specimen was mounted by Mr. Van Wyngarden and is displayed in his
private collection of water birds and upland game birds at Manson. While the
European Widgeon has been taken in all states surrounding Towa. this is believel
to be the first and only specimen of this bird secured in Iowa. This collection
was examined by the writer on May 2, 1935, when permission was kindly granted
for the publication of this note—PwuiLie A. DrMost. Des Moines. lowa.

Hasbrouck, E. M. 1944. apparent status of the European Widgeon in North
America. Auk 61:93-164. p 161.

Iowa.—Four records (1 sp.; 3 vis.). All Oct., 1933.
Locality:—North Twin Lakes, Calhoun Co., 4.
MissourL.—One record (sp.). April 10.

Musgrove, J. W., and M. R. Musgrove. 1961. Waterfowl in Iowa. Des Moines:
State Conservation Commission. p 26.

EUROPEAN WIDGEON
136 Mareca penelope (LINNAEUS)
PLATE oN Pace 30

The European widgeon is included in this book because of its
irregular occurrence in Iowa and some of the surrounding states—
Nebraska, Missouri, Illinois, and Wisconsin. Sportsmen have told
the writer of one specimen shot in Washington county, Iowa, but no
further information is available. A male European widgeon in full
plumage was killed during October of 1933 by George Van Wyngarden
while hunting ducks at North Twin lakes, Calhoun county. Mr. Wyn-
garden stated that this bird was shot from a flock of four which flew
over and all appeared identical. One was observed in the spring of
1947 at Blackhawk lake by conservation officer J erry Kelley. Another
record of this species near Iowa is of the writer's study of an adult
male on May 13, 1939. Though the specimen was actually in Minne-
sota, it could be classed as an Iowa record, as the writer stood on the
boundary line between the two states, north of Spirit Lake in
Dickinson county, and with highpowered glasses studied it for a
considerable length of time while it fed with a mixed flock of red-
heads, baldpates, and gadwalls. A total of 520 records of this species
has been compiled for North America by Edwin M. Hasbrouck, and
it is probable that more records will be established as hunters be-
come better acquainted with it.

The adult male of this species is readily identifiable by its rusty
red neck and head, crowned with a cream-colored patch, a grayish
body shading into pinkish-gray on the breast, and white under parts.
Females, however, might easily be confused with female baldpates.
There is considerable difference in coloration between them, the
European bird being browner. The main difference is in the axillary
feathers, which on the baldpate are white or lightly mottled with
gray, while those of the European bird are heavily mottled with
gray. Of course this marking would be helpful in identification
only if the birds were in the hand. Sportsmen and bird students
might be on the watch for this species in order to establish more
definite records for Iowa.



