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American Swallow-tailed Kite Record Number: 93-CF 
< 1917 Classification: A-S 

Ida Co., IA | 
Smith collection 
specimen, P-0079, Spurrell 1917 

SPECIMEN 

Rockwell City [as of 1982/THK] 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

T. H. Kent, of specimen, P-0079 
REFERENCES 

Spurrell, J.A. 1917. Annotated list of the water birds, game 
birds, and birds of prey of Sac County Iowa. Wilson Bull. 
29:141-160. 

Du Mont 1933 , 
VOTE: 5 A-S; 4 A-S, 1 NA (see below) 

A-S, I photographed the specimen at Rockwell City in May 1982. 
The Smith collection had been moved from Odebolt to Rockwell 
City. The white head and underparts, black upperparts and tail, 
and forked tail are evident. My recollection is that these 
specimens were unlabeled or that labels were lying around loose. 
My vote is based on faith that the Smith collection is relatively 
intact. The fact that Spurrell knew that the specimen was taken 
in Ida County adds some specificty. My decision on the 
authenticity of this specimen is more subjective than I would 
like it to be. /thk | 

NA, We ran into the problem of unlabeled specimens which, 
however, were where the literature said they should be, in NE. 
Unfortunately, these specimens cannot be verified except by 
circumstantial evidence./ wrs 
[This record was inadvertently included twice. This first time, 
with photo, Silcock voted A-S; the second time he voted NA. He 
voted A-S for other specimens in the Smith collection. ]
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ter birds, game birds and > . A. 1917. Annotated list of the wa 
aarti prey of Sac Count Iowa. Wilson Bull 29:141-160. 

— Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forticutus). A specimen.taken tn ‘7 
Ida county, which adjoins Sac on the west, is in the Smith collec: 
tion. - Mr. Lee reported the swallow-tail kite as rare, with the mm. 
one seen in 1908. Mr. Tiberghien also reported it as rare. ae 

—- —_—_- 

Elanoides forficatus forficatus (Linnaeus). Swallow-tailed Kite 
Very rare. This beautiful bird was formeriy a fairly common sum- mer resident throughout the State, but by 1880, apparently, it was considerably reduced in numbers and was thereafter observed most frequently as a migrant. The Jast migratory flight of any size is mentioned by W. W. Searles, of Lime Springs, Howard County (Iowa Ornithologist, I, 1895, Pp. 90) who found them abundant for three /733 days during May, 1888. 

DuMont 1334 Records of this bird in Iowa since 1900 are indeed few. An adult pp 45-46 specimen taken during the fall of 190] by D. J. Bullock in Jasper County, is now in the Bullock collection, Des Moines. An immature male was collected at Cedar Rapids, Linn County, September 20, 1903. It is now in the Coe College collection. Another taken in Sheridan Township, Poweshiek County, September, 1907, is in the collection at Grinnell College. The collector is unknown. Spurrell (1917) says: “Mr. Lee reported the swailow-tailed kite as rare, with the last one seen in 1908.” Nauman records ( Palimpsest, V, Pp. 137) seeing one flying over the town of Sigourney during the summer of 1910. Bailey ( 1918) states: “The last recorded obser- vation of this bird in Iowa was made by J. H. Scott, of Iowa City, on Wapsipinicon River near Independence in August, 1912.” One of the two specimens of Swallow-tailed Kite in the Shaffer collection, Jefferson County Library, Fairfield, was killed by B. F. McElhinny in 1913, in Jefferson County. Fenton (1923-24) records one seen by C. H. Belanski and himself at Hackberry Grove, Cerro Gordo County, May 28, 1916. Myron H. Swenk records (Wilson Buil., XLIV, p. 182) a specimen killed by a farmer early in July, 1931 along the West Nishnabotna River, a few miles southwest of Oakland, Pottawattamie County, Iowa. The specimen was mounted by Karl Schwarz of Omaha, and is now in Swenk’s collection, Lincoin, Nebraska. Besides the five Iowa specimens mentioned above there are several others taken prior to 1900. One in the U. S. National Museum, Washington, D. C., was taken at Sioux City by D. H. Talbot. ‘Another Talbot specimen was coilected by J. F. Baker at Sioux City, Woodbury County, April 8, 1883. It is a male, and is in the col- 
lection of the University of Iowa Museum. A mounted specimen, 
taken by J. B. Atkins in Jasper County, is in the Parker Museum at 
Grinneil College. Three specimens from Scott County, without dates, 
are in the collection of the Davenport Public Museum. Two of the 
specimens were taken by S. C. Bowman and the other by W. L. Allen. 
A second specimen in the Shaffer collection, Fairfield, was probably 
taken in Fairfield County by J. M. Shaffer, sometime before 1900. 
Fenton (1923-24) states that there is a specimen in the Miles col- 
lection, Charles City, which was probably taken in Floyd County. 
Spurreil (1917) records that one in the H. B. Smith collection, - 
Odebolt, was taken in Ida County. 

Bailey (1918) recorded this species as a former breeder in Wood- 
bury, Crawford, Carroll, Greene, Decatur, Blackhawk, and Benton 
counties.


