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NA, Document seems short on details and long on theory.

NA, The pointed wings and white head are suggestive of
Mississippi Kite as is the behavior noted. A mroe detailed
description of the plumage, along with size and shape of the bird
would be needed to be acceptable. Falcons, Northern Harrier, and
some gulls could fit the description given.

NA, The description is not diagnostic enough to eliminate
falcons and other kites. I know of no N. A. raptor with white
shoulders. The white head and pointed wings are the only
characteristics mentioned. The back lighting was very poor also.
Although I think the bird is likely a Mississippi Kite I can’t be
certain based on the information given.

A-D, Shape, coloration, and behavior all fit. Probably a
second-summer bird.

NA, Not enough of a description to conclusively say that this
was a Mississippi Kite. The only field mark noted that sounds
like Mississippi Kite is the white head. This species does not
have white shoulders. No description is mentioned other than the
bird had very pointed wings and the only size comparison was that
the bird was smaller than a Bald Eagle. I do not think we have
enough in the documentation to say this is a Mississippi Kite.

NA, While this bird has characteristics of a kite, I feel more
details are needed to adequately evaluate this bird. Size
comparison to a Red-tailed Hawk or Peregrine Falcon or Kestrel
would have been helpful. Description of tail length and shape,
wing length, and head size would have been nice. A
Black-shouldered Kite may have been a possibility and wasn’t
eliminated by the details privided. Please send in more sightings
and includes as many details as possible.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa

What species? (lississinpi Kite How many? one

Location? T-e north edaoe of Iouw2 City, near the Rochester Hy—uee.

Type of habitat? /bove a wonded residentizl area.

When? date(s): -June 13, 1992 time: 10 “ M ¢4 lo325 A M

Who?your name and address:pphert Serry, 4670 Sioux Ave., S £, Towa City, Ta., 52240

others with you: r£1orine Ferpy, Diane Amundson

others before or after you: none

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of_a]] parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

The very nointed wings of a thermalino hawk caught my attention.
""e observed that once each circle when it faced the sun we could see
a white head and shoulders. 3inoculars were secured and we could see
a large whi*~ head and shoulders. The rest of the bird was daek.
The bird was dartinag about as th-uaoh feedinc on insects, MMoving
swiftly from one' thermal to the other and circling. Tt was about
£00 to 500 feet ~igh. It moved from southwest of us to the north,
then southeast. After observing it 25 minutes it disappeared to the
East at 10:25 A M,.

At 2:30 P M that same afternoon Don Gurnett observed a very
pointed winged hawk briefly north of Stockton, Iowa. It was about
50" feet high and 38 miles east of where I last ebserved it.,

Dnn fliesfjlidrrs and sees lots of hawks and was really impressed
by the very pointed wings. This spring he flew in the same thermal

with three bald eaaoles.

Similar species and how eliminated: | ., g, 1ted three books and Jim Fuller.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? ves

The two women briefly thought it was a bald eagle until

I mentioned that it was much too small and didnlt have saﬁ%it
Viewing, conditions: give Tighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
lear bright sunny day. w7ﬁaded binoculars for a better view.

If yes, explain:

Previous experience with species and similar ones: I've seen the Mississippi
Kite and the Swallow-tailed Kite in Texas and 'lorida.

References and persons consulted before writing description: Thoee bird boske.

How long before field notes made? 48 hours this form completed? Six days

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240



