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Trumpeter Swan Record Number: 89-02 
26 Feb 1989 Classification: A-E 
Charles City, Floyd Co., IA 
*Jan Walter 
IBL 59:48 (photo), 61:84 

DOCUMENTATION 

Jan L. Walter 
PHOTOGRAPH 

Jan L. Walter and Jim B. Walter, 25 Feb 1989, P-0272 
REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 59:48 
Photograph: IBL 59:48 (P-0272) 
Records Committee: IBL 61:84 

VOTE: 6 A-E, 1 A-P 
A-E. Interesting that these "wild" birds were tame enough to 

approach the observers and try to feed from their hand. 
A-E. Nice description of birds from Minnesota flock. Reason 

for A-E vote noted above. 
A-E. Excellent photo of Trumpeter Swan. No problem with I.D., 

but I do not yet consider this species established in Iowa. 
A-E. Excellent details and photo. 
A-E. Very good description. There is no doubt that these birds 

were studied and are probably a part of a reintroduction program 
due to the fact that they are wearing number tags. The question 
becomes are they wild enough or have they been on their own long 
enough to become a part of the Iowa avifauna. Evidently these 
birds are extremely tame and show very litle or no wariness to 
people. I conclude that these particular birds be considered 
recently released and not established well enough to be accepted 
as wild and independent. 

A-E. Photo clinches ID. See comments on 89-01. These birds 
(89-02) stated to be from MN "one pair per lake" (which lake?). 
SENT TO: Jan L. Walter, 934 13th S.E., Mason City, IA 50401 

{5/31/89}.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in Iowa Bt O02 

What species? Tritt pe ter Swa /) How many? 7 Adu Its 

Location? (be dla r P) ver at end of Ma p le ot, ha rles Lity Za , 

Type of a stre lah of Open water along pank of , trozen fiver 

When? date(s): Lb Feb, /GE9F | time: B/07M to 40 PA 
4 - 7 th = Who? your name and address: JG/A, r. phe sm ok G24 -/2 = E, Myson City +2, 5 040/ 

Others with you: —- Ey &, ne [fer - e cr 

Others before or after you: Jee 2 ra Ha sc en, i. lake. Lee 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, sha 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, oes 2 . Also mention voice and behavior.  . 
Ver large, long nea ed, all white bird, with blac feet legs, eyes, ane bi /, 
With i oe grinair patah pi Also slight ting & of fust y stain on Nead 

oreh And neck Ght bill. Clack nheval sein 

pe, details of all parts (bill, eye, 

ead Fs anted _, ees — Sibsegseygs Bas 

ed «n broad Point ateye ant sl wr own into ‘ 

3 Fore head, Wace Was held strasg i seas / of the time a 

atthe base, Voree ~ severa | single = . Whew we arrived @ e 

riveredge , the birds were downstream. They slowly Stan — 

and when they reaahed ws, they moved im tlose fo the y, ore. “a 

held my arm our and one SwWarm ap and 11bbled at yn a 5 

tinnes ’ The. remained there. +), Ghout ZO mminutes, thew Shwly 

Fwarr a bout S50 fleet farther upstream wher another rou p of 

people arrived .Th ey had wing tags, H#A2 amd K74¢ jndiaating they hac 
7 

been released into the wild by the Minnesota DV K, ne fe per lace, ae 
Similar species; how. eliminated: Mute Swan by all black bil/f withowt Knob at 
base; neat held straight notin S @arve 1 
lundra Swan by fore head slanting down fo strarght bill | - 
TA ataT skin endsn in broad pont at eye not sharp Potnt ais : 

fron t of eye and Sipping Jown into aVon tore head, pot ex fending 
Straigt aAaross 3 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? NV. O 
If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give pag distance (how measured ), optical equipment. Lighting- fate afternoon Sun ood |, 
istante -as Close as Bb sna eS meas tered my arm 

4 tial € wipment-~ None Needed ae 
Belviaks ex s tihie with specigs nd similar ones: Have studied Mute Swan at Portla nd, 4q 
sewage lagoon an WwW. States Ceme died Tundra Swans on skreet Cater well witht aA brnoa at is Bhetiing Seepe range. On ly previbus 

fe € . a Klar a exypersence with this s pecsesy was stud ing books an i vd -VeR 4 References and persons consulted before writing description: = eo 

O TEX. 

c 

How long before field notes made?f+ the timethis form completed? ld ay 
7 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of Iowa Bird Life).
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