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VI, I am not convinced. To me it looks like an odd plumaged 
Lesser Scaup, perhaps oiled on breast. Head shape appears wrong. 
Date and tail wear suggests non-breeding straggler that summered 
in Iowa, enhancing chance of worn, off-color plumage. 

VI, Head shape looks like ring-neck. Not experienced with 
molting ring-necks. Tufted very unlikely, esp. in summer. 

V, Very difficult to identify. Has many features of female 
tufted, but not unlike female scaups. All Tufted Duck records of 
which I have seen were during late fall-early spring. Photos 
should be sent to experts for their opinion. Date of sighting is 
during molting period and could be male scaup in eclipse. 

V, Aberrant 1. scaup: head shape typical of this sp.--lacks 
... head of tufted duck. Plumage suggests eclipse male or male 
with female elements in plumage. 

VI, Nice photos. Not diagnostic. Tufted Duck female should 
have no white by bill. 

VI, Pictures show that the bird is a male ring-necked duck, 
probably molting. 

VI, Comparison with plates in Cramp (Handbook of the Birds of 
Europe, the Middle East, and N. Africa) and Belliose (Ducks, 
Geese and Swans of N. America) suggest to me that the bird shown 
in the photograph is an eclipse male Lesser Scaup, probably a 
bird which did not breed, and entered eclipse plumage early, 
allowing it to be in transition between eclipse and breeding 
plumage at the time of the picture (August 28). Reasons: (1) 
Adult male Tufted Duck eclipse plumage shows rather obvious 
vertical barring on sides without definite vertical contrast 
between dark breast and lighter belly. Head shape of Tufted Duck 
also is flat, rather like Greater Scaup. Head shape also 
eliminates female Tufted Duck. (2) Actions and date of 
observation suggest an eclipse male duck, most likely an unmated 
and therefore non-breeding bird. (3) Plates in Belliose of 
eclipse male Lesser Scaup in early pernuptial molt in September 
is very similar to photgraphed bird, especially if molt to 
nuptial plumage from eclipse is well under way. Strong verticle 
contrast between breast and belly suggest molt has progressed 
Significanty, although belly and back coloration appears to have 
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changed rather more slowly. Particularly significant is the 
smudgy white coloration a the base of the bill, clearly shown in 
Belliose plate. Belliose descibes eclipse plumage of Lesser Scaup 
as "back brown, head brown-black, and belly mottled with brown". 
(4) Note the eclipse male Greater Scaup in Cramp--this bird 
strongly resemblesthe photgraphed bird in plumage 
characteristics. 
REVOTE (1993): 4 A-P Ring-necked Duck, 3 A-P Lesser Scaup 

NA [for Tufted, Ring-necked, and Lesser Scaup], Based on head 
shape and bill, this bird is absolutely, unquestionably a Lesser 
Scaup. Head shape is inconsistent for Ring-necked, and Tufted’s 
is rounded. The bill is unmarked. Unless the Ring-neck molts its 
bill along with its feathers, it cannot be that species. 
Unfortunately, I don’t have any good information on eclipse 
plumage of Ring-neck, but my hunch is that the ringed bill 
remains throughout molts. I think Myers is right that this bird 
is probably a hybrid. Kauffman (Adv. Birding) mentions that ducks 
hybridize more often than other bird families, and that he has 
personally seen a Ring-neck x scaup hybrid. 

A-P [Lesser Scaup], Eclipsing male Lesser Scaup 1) all blue 
bill 2) flat back of head.
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13 September 1993 

To: IOU Records Committee 
From: Tom Kent 

Re: Request for reconsideration of record 

Record: 80-22 Tufted Duck 
Reason for request: Photos show Ring-necked Duck. 
Comment: I didn't know for sure what this bird was at the time, although I did call it a 
Ring-necked Duck. I have had several opportunities to watch Ring-necks go through 
molt at Swan Lake. In fact there are two pair there this summer into September, and 
the males look like the bird in the photograph. The mark on the neck seems to 
disappear during molt. Note the head shape and bill, which are typical of Ring-necked.
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11 March 1981 a 
Francis Moore 
Bob Myers 
Waterloo 

Dear Francis and Bob, 

The Records Committee has reviewed your reports and photos of 
a possible jufted Duck; 2 thought it was not possible to say whether 
it was a Tufted Duck or not and 5 thought it was not a Tufted Duck. 

Comments were made as follows: 

"T am not convinced. To me it looks like an odd plumaged 
Lesser Scaup, perhaps oiled on breast. Head shape appears wrong. 
Date and tail wear suggests nokbreeding straggler that summered in 
Iowa, enhancing chance of worn, off-color plumage." 

"Head shape looks like ring-neck--not experienced ids = ring-necks. 
Tufted very unlikely, especially in summmer. , 

"Very difficult to identify. Has many Features of female tufted, 
but not unlike female scaups. All Tufted Duck records of which e 
have seen were during late fall-early spring. Photos should be sent 
to experts for their opinion. Date of sighting during mart tes 
period and could be male scaup in eclipse.’ 

"Aberrant L. Scaup:head shape typical of this species--lacks round 
head of Tufted Duck. Plumage suggests ech male or male with female 
elements in ees all . 

"Nice photos, not diagnostic . Tufted Duck male should have.no white 
by bill." , oe | | 

"Pictures show that the bird is a male Ring-necked Duck--probably moulting.”" 

"Comparison with plates in Cramp (Handbook of the Birds of Europe, 
the Middle East and N. Africa) and Bellrose (Ducks, Geese and Swans of 
N. America) suggest to me that the bird shown in the photograph is an 
eclipse male Lesser Scaup, probably a bird which did not breed, and 
entered eclipse plumage early, allowing it to be in transition between 
eclipse and breeding plumage at the time of the picture (August 28). 
Reasons: 
(1) Adult male Tufted Duck eclipse plumage shows rather obvious vertical 
barring on sides without definite vertical contrast between dark breast and _ 
lighter belly. Head shape of Tufted Duck also is flat, rather like Greater 

Caup. 
(2) Actions and date of observation saggest an eclipse male duck, most likely 
an unmated and therefore non-breeding bird. 
(3) Plates in Bellrose of eclipse male Lesser Scaup in early prenuptual molt in 

September is very similar to photographed bird, especially if molt to 
nuptual plumage from eclpise is weg] under way,



Sore . 

Strong vertical contrast between breast and belly suggest molt has 
progressed significantly, although belly and neck coloration appears 
to have changed rather more slowly. Particularly signifiant is the 
smudgy white coloration at the base of the bill, clearly shown 
in Bellrose plate. Bellrose describes eclipse plumage of Lesser Scaup 
as “back brown, head brown-black, and belly mottled with brown’. 
(4) Note the eclipse male Lesser Scaup in Cramp-- this bird strongly 
resembles the photographed bird in plumage characteristics." 

Thank you for sharing.this most challenging identification problem 
with us. It might be worth sending to one of the birding magazines 
that has quizzes in each issue such as Birding or Continental Bird Life. 

The committee would also like to commend you for the excellent photographs. 

Sincerely, 
| ~~ 

Tom Kent 
Secretary, Records Committee


