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Tundra Swan Record Number: 88-34
18 Dec 1988 Classification: A-D
Red Rock Res., Marion Co., IA

*Ann Johnson, *S. Dinsmore

also 6 Jan 1989; IBL 59:42, 48, 56

DOCUMENTATIONS

Ann Johnson, 18 Dec

Steve Dinsmore, 6 Jan 1989
REFERENCES

Christmas Bird Count: IBL 59:42

Field Reports: IBL 59:48

Records Committee: IBL 59:76
VOTE: 7-A-D

A-D. Overwintering is rare but not unprecedented.

A-D. Good description of imm. Tundra. Other swans adequately
eliminated.

A-D. The documentors describe the critical features given by
Peterjohn (IBL 56:9). We need more documentations of immature
swans like these.

A-D. Documentations adequately describe Tundra Swan All
necessary identification characteristics described to eliminate
Trumpeter and Mute Swans.

A-D. Dished upper mandible and coloration (mostly white)
sufficient for ID.

Sent to: Ann L. Johnson, 532 120th Ave., Norwalk, IA 50211; Steve
Dinsmore [5/30/89]
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DUCUMENTATION FORM

Extrsordinary Bird Sightings in Jowa

Species '//f\mdm SQuaan ~ -Imma-)ﬁrﬁ
Location 125 [ﬂ'nlmgg &['.a;z é‘_’éa J_Eed_@&@m—"macm—m
Habitat yvuey with saudbavs

Date (s) /A//Z/S’X Time ,Q*Tpm » 2%"‘-
xame and Adress Jun Tohnson, 532 ja0t fve., Abcwalk TS, So2))
Other observers _Jim < inelarr ’ ZL)-’lman Dorte — Tuduansh

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape,
details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast,
belly, uder-tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior and voice.

Swan 1As w@ﬂ.ﬂ/\% in shallus P&Ff‘dﬁ river, The bivd was ,‘m'
wﬁ«ii éu.'/' 520(.0@& SoML. M‘O‘ ére—w-}c ‘Jc ?ra‘d_ 3&0'»\ ‘/’éeP:tef 41
9F He heal cﬂu‘n\ﬁ ML£ fbrc were less grey ) - A——

22 Rens nas ‘6, e MW sa":’* BL:QD
Lauz; )ws(% éwq§.+f3¢wj&¢ e 7%‘113{*19 weth, éfacéwﬂka&

was andl ‘toncave bl eodend o prolele. vrew.

S;J)?“i}tar species and how eli:gi:lated: p é.a 00 (y&”
w SLARN |mmaJ-uA.e e&mw:n.S& . < .

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? _ yp

1f yes, explain:

7. acing conéitions: give lizhting, distance (how measured), and octical
equipment: Swn was behind 2n8 o Ha la# Viewe& a:f’app«mmaﬂa 100
%wﬂs ‘-I-P«xoaﬂa_ Scope- I 3o0x.

‘ Previous experience with species ard similar ones: Have sbserved) bifk

R el Swan imaluces L summer, Tanblrss have been obseroedl on Mississpp
References and persons consulted before writing description: pvcugugg¢,
Nat'/ G‘zﬁnf»u.u; ﬂw&ﬂ.; ’Paﬁrdaﬂax arliclo in Qeud Bl

How long before field notes made? ﬂ éems . How long before this form

completed? (A a‘i
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DOCLHWHENTAT DO < ORM

specdss S Tunaras Sean
Heaw Mary 1§ mim.

Locationyon Des Moirnes River about 1.3 mi. below Fed Rock dam, Marion
15 i

Hapltat®laroge natoch obf ODen wWATSF DN rLver

e Ly

imeTl0:90-11:230 a.me

Upservers Mame and addressi:bleve Dinsmore 40IZ4 Arkansas Dr., Ames

dabete

Oithere who saw birdibrik Munson

eecription of bird:The very large size as compared to Mallards, white
color, and general shapeg ldentiftied the bird as a swan., The bird was
st Ly o white, with roticeable lighter brown aress on the head, neck,
anda unpErparts. the bill had an abviously “dished” dpoper mandible.
[(Heberwd wme, the bill o was very ownk near the base, Hut was dark for
Aapouit the distal one thied. As bthe oird gwam ang re2d in Lthe river, [
ot iaed that the neck was alwaves held streaight up, oot bent back over
wre freaci The |l=as sere black.

Similar apecies and how eliminated: The neck posture, “dished upper
mandible’ . pink color on bill, and light, not dark, brosen color on
Fmad, meck. and upperparts eliminates immature Trumpetsr and Mute
SWANE .

VMiswing conditions and eguipmentiViewing conditions were good with sky

mostly overcast, Estimated viewing distance was 785 vards, I used a
puschnell Z0-40x spotiing SCOpe.

Previows esperlence with species: | have seen numerous Tundra and
lrumpeter swans in Iowa and many Mute Swans in Massachusetts.

feferaences consulitediNGS Field Guide to the Birds of North America

How lLong before figld notes were smadeP™nonse made

How long betfore this foran was completed?8 bhours



