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or 26 Aug 1884 per DuMont; Bailey 1918, DuMont 1933 
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VOTE (1981): 4-I, 3-III 

I, if can’t locate then II. 
III, Specimens examined by Bailey and DuMont, labeled. 
I, verified by DuMont. 
I, specimen still in Iowa Weslyan collection? 
III, If specimen extant, I-S. Seen by reliable observer 

(DuMont). Assumption that labels correct (i.e. 1884) casts a 
little doubt, as Bailey stated 1887.
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THe RAPTOIMIAL BIRDS OF IOWA 

iMlanoldes forficatus. 

1909. 

Klanoldes forficatus. Beebe, Mary B., and ©. W., Our Search for a Wild- 

erness, p. 164, 1910. en 

Hlanoldes forficatus, Bruner,.L.; Wolcott, R. IL; Swenk,.M. UL, A Pre- 

liminary Review of the Birds of Nebraska, p. 50, 1909, | | 
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Fig. 18.—The Mississippi Kite, young bird. | 

Genus Ictinia Vicillot 

3. ICTINIA MISSISSIPPIFNSIS (Wilson). - 329. 

Mississippi Nite. 

Field Characters——A rather small, slaty blue, or Icad-colored 
‘Kite, with black tail. Immature birds | have. siréaked heads, dark 

“THES MISSISSIPPE ITI | 7 

backs and white-barred tails, and are heavily streaked with dusky 

below. An sd fying bird, “—* in Tomes. sometimes at a great. 
height. ot ee 

~- Description. “Adults: ; Oh both’ neck! and head grayish above; 
back slate colored; tips of wings and entire tail black. Below gray-' 

Seen Streaked: on a héad with ‘ea and white ; atk 

dusky with rufous edged - feathers; tail with. three or four incom- 
plete white bars. Below heavily mine a bana blackish: brown on 

~~ 

‘ sf a bufly, background. ee y a oe . 

Measurements. —Length ‘13 to” ‘15 50! inches, wing 10.60 to 12, 30 
inches, tail 6to7 inches.” .. | . i *. mee 

Range.- —Southern Kansas,” ie: isla idadienesl Indiana: aad 
South-Carolina, south “to T exas and F lorida ; wintering in Florida, 
southern Texas, and beyond. “Accidental. in Colorado, South Da- 
kota, Nebraska, . Wi iscopsin. and. ‘Pennsylvania. 

This Kite is by Ho. means the equal in elegance and sissy of the 
Swallow-tailed Kite, but i is said ‘to share with it t remarkable powers 

of flight. : ae 

R. M. Anderson says: “I was for a long time constrained to place 
it in the hypothetical list for want of a definite authentic record of 

its capture in Iowa.” 

‘Two specimens of the Mississippi Kite were ‘secured i in the fall 

of 1887 near Burlington. They were mounted by Mr. Chas. Buett- 

ner, of that city, and were cxamined by the ‘writer in the museum 

of the Iowa Wesleyan University ‘at Mount Pleasant. This is its’ 

first recorded occurrence in the state. Re , 

._An- immature female Mississippi Kitd collected near Omaha, 
Nebraska, ‘and purchased for the Coc College Museum, is the first 

of this species * aaa for Nebraska. _ (The Wilson Bulletin, 

September, 1915.)"" : : 

This. Kite is said to be fully a as gregarious: as any r the wie: 

Kites and oftentimes may: be seen. in flocks of twenty or more circ- 

ling over a favorite hunting ground. It is also said to be not at all 

shy, and Col. N. S. Goss, in his History of the Birds of Kansas, 

relates that at one time he shot two of these birds from the same 

tree, the sccond one remaining in the tree undisturbed by the dis- 

charge. of the gun which killed its mate. | ; ‘ ° ie: gt greg 

There is no record of its nesting in lowe: The es are from one 
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F/G 

Ictinia misisippiensis (Wilson). Mississippi Kite 

Formerly a casual visitor. Anderson (1907) lists the following 

county records: ‘“Blackhawk—‘only one observed here. I remained 

over half an hour within twenty feet of the bird when it was resting 

on a post in hedge, so that identification is positive’ (Salisbury)¢-". > ?7 
Van Buren—‘a kite of this species occurred one spring on Big 

Cedar at a certain place and stayed four or five weeks, then dis- 

appeared. I saw the bird many times and once while fishing it 

DuMont 193% jo and sat within twenty yards of me, so I positively identified it. 8 

pp 46-47 The stream running about east and west, it ranged in Van Buren 

and Henry counties, four and one-half miles north and a little east 
of Hillsboro’ (W. G. Savage). Webster—‘a specimen was seen around 

Duncombe’s Stucco Mill (Ft. Dodge) nearly every day, and I finally 

shot him a mile further down the stream (Des Moines River); length G 
14.5 inches; dark bluish, grayish to slate color; tail nearly black’ 

-(Somes). Woodbury—‘according to D. H. Talbot, formerly visited 27 

this county’ (Rich).” Bailey (1918) states: “Two specimens of 
the Mississippi Kite were secured in the fall of 1887 near Burlington. 

They were mounted by Mr. Chas. Buettner, of that city and were 4 

examined by the writer in the museum of the Iowa Wesleyan Col- 

lege at Mount Pleasant.” These two specimens remain in the col- 

lection at Iowa Wesleyan College, and were seen recently by the 
writer. The date on the label of one specimen is August 26, 1884. 

The catalogue of the University of Iowa Museum contains the entry, a 
“No. 17446, Ictinia massissippiensis, Sioux City, Iowa, 7-1-84, D. H. 

Talbot.” Probably this was the Talbot specimen cited by Bennett 

(1931). However, the specimen cannot now be found. There are 

no records since 1890. a


