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Black Scoter Record Number: 80-23
21 Nov 1980 : Classification: A-D
Volga Lake, Fayette Co., IA

*Joe Schaufenbuel

IBL 51:25, 26; 52:41

DOCUMENTATION
Joe Schaufenbuel
REFERENCES
Field Reports: IBL 51:25, 26
Records Committee: IBL 52:41
VOTE: 7-III
Outstanding description by competent observer.
Good description. Time and place OK but: drawing made
afterwards, not on the spot.
Good detail and drawing. A very unlikely escapee.
Description convincing.
Well described by very good observer. Sketch convincing.



S-~23

11 March 1981

Joe Schaufenbuel
St Lucas Ia

Dear Joe,

The Records Committee of the. IOU unanimously agreed with your
identification of a female Black Scoter on 21 Nov 1980 at Volga L.

Comments were as follows:
"Qutstanding description by competent observer"

"Good description. Time and place OK but:drawing made afterwards, not
on the spot."

"Good detail and drawing. A very unlikely escapee."

"Description convincing"

"Well described by very good observer. Sketch convincing."

Thank you for sharing this important observation with the committee.

Tom Kent
Secretary, Records Committee
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Speciss: Flack Sc-ter (Melanitta nigra), a female. Latz: November 21, 158,
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120 to 2:45 *.¥Y. location: Yorthwest a rzz of Volga lLake, in %he Volga Like

-
e County, Iowa. C[Cistancs: #nen first ssan and icentifisd the
f g49av, 7y suCs2guent mova-zant drovznt me withip 2733 feet
lent light conciiions were in existance during the time of
2ar, little or no wind, with the sun in the southern sky,
cter was viewed to the northwest., Previous e¥perience:
27 very familiar with all scecies of cuck that rezularly occurs in Ia%a ang
I V@ no exgerisnze with this Species. Howaver I havs sezn
er. I observed *h2 bird with a Zushnell 3pacs “Xaster oom 27X
shnell 7435 tinoculars,
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ter surface the zirg w3s atout the same Size as tnat of a
: -,

e shape of the tird is not cdistinctly rememoeragd

since I ¢id not take n0tes on the shape 2% the time of otservation; though it couls te
dzscribecd as beinc tysically cuck-like. 7w Srewins écccmzanying thnis documentation

w2s nace by memory shortly after the sighti

=1
Ng anc it can be considered & fairly good

3
“epresentation of what the birg looked like. Tha bill was zrayish without distinctive
mar¥inzs,
(ses crawing) on the torer manditle at the base, The body color of the bird wes 3 cdull
cark trownish gray. with a cistinct. lizht off-whitz arsa deginninz 2zt the baze of the
upper 2art of its till exrendinz back through the eye, then curvinz downwarce ané become
ing less distinct as this patch reachec the neck. The light area wotslly encirclegd
the lower mandible anc fusing with the dark coloration of  the rest of the bocy on the
uSver treast, In flizh: +he cuck haz a tysiczl Guelk flight anc patiersc the wzter
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In size, tre £ill szem=4 averzze for the size of the duck ans it had a bumpo
b =2 .

taxing off. While in flizht ths white hezg patch becsme ore distinct, giving

X @ white hezce-= ioo%, Qther than = li~ht pz<ch on the c2lly the Zlack Sccter
°id of markings, Tha “ings, tail, anc back Were unitormly colored——and, I

~e, Without markinzs, 50, overall the bird was ra ther noncescerist, with -rzp
lon, lacking &ny msrkings other thzn the patch on tne hezg anz delly. Zye

2¥ nol cistinetly seen, it sesmez zark nowsver, oot t0lor was not noted.

T species: The only tirg that this duck reminges me of wss 3 Rusicy Zuck female,
8 tird wss cifinitsly not this Speciss, and is mentioned bscause of vazue plumage
eristicsimilarities,
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