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Mississippi Kite Record Number: 83-01
23 Apr 1983 Classification: NA
southeast of Cedar Rapids, Linn Co., IA

*Robert Walton

probably male Northern Harrier; IBL 54:39

DOCUMENTATION

Robert Walton
LETTER

Bruce Peterjohn, 21 June 1983 (included with review)
REFERENCE

Records Committee: IBL 54:39
VOTE: 1-V, 6-VI

VI, Harrier not considered.

VI, Description not detailed enough, does not eliminate N.
Harrier. M. Kite has black, unbarred tail.

VI, Description, behavior, and date fit N. Harrier.

VI, No. Harrier not considered, seems likely.

V, Though the bird appeared "falcon-like", and from the
description didnt appear to have a white rump I vote III for male
N. Harrier.

VI, Describes male N. Harrier perfectly. Kite would not
normally fly low over ground. (He must have had a page missing
from his field guide!).

VI, Male Marsh Hawk (Northern Harrier). The low flight and
light grey color with black wing tips are typical of the Marsh
Hawk. Fact the underside of the tail is banded confirms it. Marsh
Hawks wings may be pointed, especially when maneuvering after
prey like the starlings.



- ¥3-0I
105-X E, Ticonferoms Dr,
Jesterville, 0E 043081
21 June 1983

Dezr Tomt .
I'n looking forward to the I,l.U. meeting in Cctober. 1I'll

let you know 2bout my travel plans and provide you with some slides
at a later date.,

}ly thoughts on the documentations are as follows:

Mississippi Kite: definitely a Jorthern rarrier

Black-legged Kittiweke: definitely a first-year Aing-billed Gull!
The absence of head and nape markings, bill color and tail shape
eliminate the possibility of a kittiwake,.

Laughing Gull: the description Zoces not eliminate a sub-adult
Franklin's Gull (which woulé have 2 similar wing pattern with
no white separating the gray mantle from the black primaries,)
Since she did not describe till and leg color or the black hood

. in detail, I cannot accurately age this bird (and hence cannot
identify it to species), Given its location in extrene western
Iowa, I would imagine that a Franklin's would be much more
likely.

Rlack-hezded Grosbezak: another rroblematical zrosbeaX sishting that
does not sit very well with ne, The descriptlion of the under-
parts is suggestive of a Blazck-head but is not detailed enough
to be conclusive (the observer should have mentioned the belly
and described the streaking pattern in more detail)., The white
eye line is suggestive of a Rose-breast. In addition, the
observer was not familiar with the species and appeared rather
indecicive with her own idertification, Given these facts, I
don't think this written description provides & conclusive basis
for identifying this bird to either specles.

Whooping Crane: I have a number of problens with this sighting.
Pirst, the fact the observer was a non-birder who observed the
bird at a distance of 100 yards without binoculars nakes nme
wonder about the accuracy of the description (could he accurately
determine bill and leg color at that distance?). Secondly, the
crane he described was a first-year bird that should still be
accompanying its parents (by the way there were only s or 3
young produced last year out of the 70 or so cranes in the
Aransas flock). Thirdly, it is rather unlikely that this species
would be feeding alonz the shore of a man-m2de lake., Lastly, I
invariably receive 1 or 2 Whooping Crane reports from somewhere
in the Region each year (I also received 1 from Indiana this
spring). These reports always come from casual or non-birders
in very unlikely locations., While it 1is conceivable that an
occasional crane might stray into extreme western Iowz or
Missouri, such a sighting must be thoroughly described by a
number of active birders (zrd hopefully accompanied by photos)
before I will accept it.



western Grebe: the description is vpretty gqod for a 1i:ht-p§ase o
bird, The test field mark iz the hezd -attern which he fescribed
verfectly (white lores 2nd writz exteriine nhove the eve}.

The bill color is a 1ittle trevzlescone; licht-pnased Tretes have

orange-yellow bills while dar¥-phase ktirfs rove ~regnicsh-velloyw

bills, sowever, the deseriyiicsn of = "oricoht v¥allan" Rairy 4g
characteristic that is

closer to a light-phzse bird., Another
frequently useful is back color, Lizht-vhase birds h-ve =z
graylsh back that is lizhter than the nape (as was accur=tely
described for this bird); dark-rhase grebes have uniformly
black upperparts and nape, The best article describing these
color phases is found in Jestern Ei{ds (1981, Vol. 12 (1), pp.
L1-46); I can send you a copy if youre intsrested,

(o}
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Zastern Yood Pewee: very marginal description (so marzinal that I

probably won't include it ir =y rewort). I have problenms with
ény pewee described as a black and white bird (the uprervarts
certainly aren't black and the underrarts aren't unifornmly white),
In addition, Empidonax flyczatchers freguently lack eye rings,
Given this brief and inaccurzte descrivotion and the observers
apprarent inexperience, I would have to describe this sighting

as gquestionable at best,

Gray-cheeked Thrush: another cuestionadble sizhting, The rusty tail

2 t can be rather difficult to view (esrecially for
?gu%g E{%&s n poor Tight). They also f21led to mention the

gray cheelz patch, Given their inexperience, this sighting
would best be treated as Catharus SD.

Several miscellaneous comments on some observations:

Yellow Rails: while the descrinsticns seem to come out of = field

guide, from my experience, Yellow 32ils lock nothing 1like those
rictured in the books, For exanple, they are not yellow at =211
but have cream-colored underparts and tan or buffy ucperrarts
with rather indistinct darl streaks, If Iowa observers =re
seeing yellow-colored rails, I do rot know what they are looking
at,

—_——

Lonz-tilled Dowitcher: basic rluz2zed lon~v-bills cannot be identi-

tam (M A0y

fied by ®till lenzth and winz covert edgingst!iitl I would sugrest
iilke HNewlon read Pitelka's excellent aonograph on the genus
Limnodromus (1948, U, Californiz Zubl. Zool. 50: 1-108).vefore

he attempts further identifications of dowitchers, While fall
juveniles and breedinz rlumazed adults can be safely identified
with caution (don't use the nisinformaticn in the field guides),
winter rlumaged birds in nigration czuse real protlems, I don't
know of any proven field identification technigues for these

do7itchers\. (This letter is tso long already, I will defer further
discussion until October). llany birders =re having similar
problems, This sprinz, one state in the iegion reported nore
lonz-bills than short-tills which is prevesterous,

Godwitss I totally agree with your comment on godwit identification,

Any May sighting of 46 godwits in this Re~ion nmust certainly be
“udsonians,



I have several requests:

1., Can you send me a better ccpy (or the sriginal) of
collared Lonzspur docunentaticn?

o
de g

2, Can you send me a vhoto of the Vermilion Flycatcher?

Tom Zent
June 21, 1c¢23

I can't reed the

&30l

While a

Vermilion Flycatcher should be unmistakable, there was a partially
nelanistic Scarlet Tanager in New York this spring that had a
plunage pattern identical to a Vermilion Flycatcher (and was
originally identified as one until someone familiar with both

species saw the bird),

\oag5pr docameateat dea
I will return both the photo and originalf rromptly,

I will feel nore

comfortable including both sightinzs in =y spring report if I can

study the available evidence in better detail,

I hope this information is useful to you.

(I 21so hope it makes

sense; it 1s getting quite late and I should have gone to bed long

ago), Let me know if I can provide further assistance,
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation
by the Records Committae
of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union

SPECIES: MISSISSIPPI KITE
DATE SEEN: 22 April, 1983

SITE OF OBSERVATION:  Linn County

OBSERVERS:  Robert Waltonm

DATE OF REVIEW: 1983

METHOD OF REVIEW: Malling to Committee

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: VI (see below for explanation)

COMMENTS:  The Records Committee generally agreed that the description strongly
suggested a male Northern Harrier (Marsh Hawk), This bird is gray,
and has dark wing tips and a barred tail, the latter point eliminating
Mississippi Kite adults, In April, immature Mississippi Kite
would not be expected. Immature birds do indeed have a barred tail,
but also have streaked underparts, a point not mentioned in the
documentation submitted. Mississippi Kite also rarely flies low
over the ground, as is the normal habit of Northern Harrier,

The opinions expressed here are based on the {nformation available to the
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.
Explanation of Classification:

I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or record1ng available for
review by the Committee

II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers -
IIT = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers -
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt - N
V = record with 1nsuff1c1ent evidence to judge
VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven
committee members.



DOCUMENTATION FORM Ve
Extraordinary Bird Sightings

In lowa ‘ﬂ_

Species? Mjgsisgippi Kits e L (S

Location Z2e3 miles west of junction 218 on hiway 30 ( aprox. 24 miles west of

Cedar Rapids)
Habitat “wet cropland ( corn stubble field with water puddles)

Date(s) April 23, 1983 Time: 5:15 P.M, to 5:20 P.M,

Name and Address: nobert Walton, R.R. 1, Peosta, Towa 52068

Other Observers: o2ndy ilalton

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observeﬁ. Ing!ude size, shape,

details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, }hroigt br?ast,_

belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior and voice. B9ird was first
observed on north side of "30" right of way, flying low, 4=10 ft. =bove graund.
It crossed directly inm front of car, displaying whiteish- gray body, and proceeded
to make several diving passes at starlings feeding on the ground just beyond
right of way on south side of hiway "30". The kite was colared an overall grayish*-
white( similar to the cols~ 77 an immature Herring gull). The wings on the dorsal
surface were tipped with d=rk black. Wings of the bird were bent in fz2lcon -
fashion as it flew; tail was long, slightly notched and lightly handed on the

underside.
Similar species and how eliminated: Shape and size of bird was similar to

odirie =nd operegrine fzlcons. The lack of =ny facial markings, the grayish
coloration =nd oresence of the black dorsal wing tips eliminated the falcons.

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? ng

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical

equipment: Excellent lighting, very clear day with no cloud cover. Bird was
viewed flying parrallel to hiway, 40 - 60 ft. away, crossed hiway 4Oft. in

front of car, and attacked starlings for several min. in 2djzcent corn field
Previous experience with species and similar ones: 80- 150 ft. away.

; - I have seen fzlcopns_during migration
T 2= i
R'eTeﬁniznréEe‘ergngng:gg?\sacgr]iggltjer&l %%"fﬂrga@?fﬁng description: 2 5aBE- et

I checked hird's app=arance with Peterson's and Field Guide to Sirds of

Norbh American, I renorted séeing the bird to 8ob Howe (I.C.C.) and John Miller

How long before field notes made? immedistesly this form completed? (p,pn. aug.
on=2 week

Sac)

Mail to: T. H. Kent, FReld Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City,
lowa 52240



