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Mississippi Kite Record Number: 83-01 
23 Apr 1983 Classification: NA 
southeast of Cedar Rapids, Linn Co., IA | 
*Robert Walton 
probably male Northern Harrier; IBL 54:39 

DOCUMENTATION 

Robert Walton 
LETTER 

Bruce Peterjohn, 21 June 1983 (included with review) 
REFERENCE , 

Records Committee: IBL 54:39 
VOTE: 1-V, 6-V1 

VI, Harrier not considered. 
VI, Description not detailed enough, does not eliminate N. 

Harrier. M. Kite has black, unbarred tail. 
VI, Description, behavior, and date fit N. Harrier. 
VI, No. Harrier not considered, seems likely. 
V, Though the bird appeared "falcon-like", and from the 

description didnt appear to have a white rump I vote III for male 
N. Harrier. 

VI, Describes male N. Harrier perfectly. Kite would not 
normally fly low over ground. (He must have had a page missing 
from his field guide!). 

VI, Male Marsh Hawk (Northern Harrier). The low flight and 
light grey color with black wing tips are typical of the Marsh 
Hawk. Fact the underside of the tail is banded confirms it. Marsh 
Hawks wings may be pointed, especially when maneuvering after 
prey like the starlings.



83-0 
105k E, Ticonderoga Dr. 
Jesterville, OH 43081 
21 June 1983 

Dear Toms: 

I'm looking forward to the I.°.U. meeting in Octoder,. F gt & | 

let you know about my travel plans ard provice you with some slides 

at a later date, | 

Hy thoughts on the documentations are as follows: 

Mississippi Kite: definitely a sorthern narrier 

Black-legged Kittiwake: definitely a first-year Ring-billed Gull! 

The absence of head and nape markings, bill color and tail shape 
eliminate the possibility of a kittiwake. 

Laughing Gull: the description oes not eliminate a sub-adult 

Franklin's Gull (which woulé have 2 similer wing pattern with 

no white separating the gray mantle from the black primaries, ) 

Since she did not describe bill and leg color or the black hood 

, in detail, I cannot accurately age this bird (and hence cannot 

identify it to species), Given its location in extrene western 

Iowa, I would imagine that a Franklin's would be much more 

RBlack-headed Grosbeak: another rroblematical zrosbeak sirhting that 

does not sit very well with me. The description of the under- 

parts is suggestive of a Bleck-head but is not detailed enough 

to be conclusive (the observer should have nentioned the belly 

and described the streaking pattern in more detail). The white 

eye line is suggestive of a Rose-breast. In addition, the 

observer was not familiar with the species and appeared rather 

sndecicive with her own identification, Given these facts, I 

don't think this written description provides & conclusive basis 

for identifying this bird to either species. 

Whooping Crane: I have a number of croblenms with this sighting, 

First, the fact the observer was a non-birder wno observed the 

bird at a distance of 100 yards without binoculars makes me 

wonder about the accuracy of the description (could he accurately 

determine bill and leg color at that distance?). Secondly, the 

crane he described was a first-year bird that should still be 

accompanying its parents (by the way there were only ¢ or 3 

young produced last year out of the 70 or so cranes in the 

Aransas flock), Thirdly, it is rather unlikely that this species 

would be feeding along the snore of a man-made lake, Lastly, I 

invariably receive 1 or 2 Whooping Crane reports from somewhere 

tn the Region each year (I also received 1 from Indiana this 

spring). These reports always come from casual or non-birders 

in very unlikely locations, ‘while it is conceivable that an , 

occasional crane might stray into extreme western Iowa or 

Missouri, such a sighting must be thoroughly described by a 

number of active birders (ard nopefully accompanied by photos) 

before I will accept it.
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I have several requests: : 

1, Can you send me a better cory (or the ori: 
collared Lonzspur documentation? I can't 

2. Can you send me a vhoto of the Vermilion Flycatcher? While a 
Vermilion Flycatcher should be unmistaxable, there was a vartially 
melanistic Scarlet Tanager in New Yor this spring that had a 
plumage pattern identical to a Vermilion Flycatcher (and was 
originally identified as one until someone familiar with both 
species saw the bird), 

long Spur documentat ron 

I will return both the vhoto and original; cromptly. I will feel more 
comfortable including both sightings in my sprinaez report if I can 
study the available evidence in-better detail, 

I hope this information is useful to you. (I also hope it makes 
sense; it is getting quite late and I snould have gone to bed lon 
ago), Let me know if I can provide further assistance,



Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union 

SPECIES: MISSISSIPPI KITE 

DATE SEEN: “2 April, 1963 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Linn County 

OBSERVERS: Robert Walton 

DATE OF REVIEW: 1983 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Mailing to Committee 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: VI (see below for explanation) 

COMMENTS : The Records Committee generally agreed that the description strongly | 

Suggested a male Northern Harrier (Marsh Hawk). ‘This bird is gray, 

and has dark wing tips and a barred tail, the latter point eliminating 

Mississippi Kite adults. In April, immature Mississippi Kite 

would not be expected. Immature birds do indeed have a barred tail, 

but also have streaked underparts, a point not mentioned in the 

documentation submitted. Mississippi Kite also rarely flies low 

over the ground, as is the normal habit of Northern Harrier, 

The opinions expressed here are based on the tnformation available to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 
by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, sistnaveek. or —_—" available for 

review by the Committee 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers - 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers — : 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt ~ , ea : 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge a : 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise msccuiteiie record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed — by six of seven 
committee members. | «



—n a / LUALTON 
DOCUMENTATION FORM yin He 

Extraordinary Bird Sightings 

In lowa “7. 

Species? Migssissinni Kits No. 1 —_—— 

Location 2.3 miles west of junction 218 on hiway 30 ( anrox. 24 miles west of 

Cedar Rapids) 
Habitat wet cropland ( corm stubble field with water puddles) 

Date(s) Ipril 23, 1983 Time: Stas Fs to 5:20 P.M, 

Name and Address: “Obert Walton, RoR. 1, Peosta, Towa 52068 

Other Observers: Sandy alton 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, 

details of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, — breast, ‘ 

belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also mention behavior and voice. ©®1°rc was first 

observed on north side of "30" right of way, flying low, 4-10 ft. above ground. 
It crossed directly im front of car, disolaying whiteish- gray body, and proceeded 
to make several diving passes at starlings feeding om the ground just beyond 
right of way on south side of Hiway "30". The kite was colored an overall grayish*- 
white( similar to the colar 1° am immature Herring gull). The wings on the dorsal 
surface were tipped with dark black. Wings of the bird were bent in falcon - 
Fashion as it flew; tail was long, slightly notched and lightly banded on the 
underside. : . 

Similar species and how eliminated: Shape and size of bird was similar to 

oairie end peregrine falcons. The lack of 2ny facial markings, the grayish 
coloration 2nd oresence of the black dorsal wing tips eliminated the falcons. 

Did anyone disagree or have reservations about identification? no 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical 

equipment: Excellent lighting, very clear day with no cloud cover. Sird was 
viewed flying darrallel to hiway, 40 - 60 ft. away, crossed hiway 4Oft. in 
Front of car, and attacked starlings for several min. in adjacent corm field 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 80- 150 ft. away. | 

- . . s I have seen falcons during migration 
‘Ft : ° : 3 any 

Rielevences and persons consulted Later Bek PPA ng description: at’ Dubd-ue. 
T checked bird's appearance with Peterson's and Field Guide to Sirds of 
Norfh American. I renorted s@eing the bSird to S3ob Howe (1.0.0.) and John Miller 
How long before field notes made? immediately this form completed? (puh. aud. 
one week Sac) 

Mail to: T.H. Kent, Reld Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City, 

lowa 52240


