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REFERENCES
Field Reports: IBL 54:43
Moore, F. L., and B. Myers. 1984, Eurasian Wigeon at Sweet
Marsh. IBL 54:54.
Records Committee: IBL 55:56
VOTE: 6-II, 1-III
II, well studied by many.
III, satisfactorily seen by many good observers.
II, Question is, where did it come from?



54-00
Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation

by the Records Committee

of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union

SPECIES: EURASIAN WOGEON
DATE SEEN: Apr 15, 1984
SITE OF OBSERVATION: Sweet Marsh, Bremer County

OBSERVERS:  prancis Moore, Bob Myers, S. & E. Main, Tom Staudt, Carl Bendorf, et al,

DATE OF REVIEW: g,

METHOD OF REVIEW: Circulation of description by mail to Records Committee

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: g

COMMENTS:
Thisbird was described satisfactorily by many observers, on different occasions,

There were no discrepancies or contradictions in the descriptions which
might have raised questions on the Committee.

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation
by those who observed the bird firsthand.

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence.
Explanation of Classification:

I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or record1ng available for
review by the Committee

II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers
II1 = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge
VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record

Classification is based on the highest category aareed upon by six of seven
committee members.



Moore,
Marsh.

F. L., and B. Myers. 1984, Eurasian Wigeon at Sweet

Iowa Bird Life 54:54.

Eurasian Wigeon at Sweet Marsh — While observing a mixed group of ducks on
the North side of Sweet Marsh near Tripoli, Bremer County, Iowa on April 15, 1984
we noticed an unusual wigeon with a small group of American Wigeons (Anas
Americana.) This duck had a rusty red head with a creamy buff patch on top of the
head extending from the forehead through the crown. The color of the breast was
also reddish but of a much lighter color than the head. The back and sides were a
gray color with a short white horizontal slash about half-way up the side. The tail
end was black with a white bar separating the black from the gray sides.

We identified the bird as a Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope) and immediately
enlisted the aid of Stephen and Elaine Main of Waverly, who were also birding in
the area, to help confirm that we were seeing a Eurasian Wigeon. We then started
our rare bird calling and understand that quite a few birders got to see the duck
during the next few days.

The new lowa Birds, Dinsmore, et al lists two other records with details so this
would be only the third record of this species with supporting details in Iowa, and
possibly the first to be viewed by several independent observers over a period of
time. Reference: Dinsmore, J. J., et al.,, 1984 Iowa Birds. pg 80. Francis L.
Moore, 336 Fairfield St., Waterloo, IA 50703, Bob Myers, 1236 Sylvia Ave.,
Waterloo, IA 50701.
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BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF 5'(‘/'0('
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD :

1. Species_ Ewrspean w.g,e.g aNarg'uu gna[qg 2. Number /
. Location S-Wcrj‘s Mars\v\ N N“) $cc‘+t'orx : ‘T:n'poli \IA
’ LJ -4

Date: ¥-/S -8¢ 5. Time Bird Seen: /N amn  to /2 mewn

o e W

Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac-

teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field):

o7 aésewal  welddisk kuét_ ’l/é:»ouljafmo&-wk‘fc_ shipe on -Coml\mjj
qous sides w/ white stripes |

7. Description of voice, if heard: u’e Luuﬂ ‘ {; '{(
8. Description of behavior: Siwimming in chalbw tw'éf A moig MV’j‘ﬁ i ‘74 -
Aucks
9. Habitat - general: Marsh
specific: See ahove

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain:

11. Distance (how measured)? 12. Optical equipment: 72!55:0,0&

13. Light (sky, 1ight on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you):
over cas]

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly, appearing species: :
none "{‘ir’s bi ‘ Lu(, reviasl seen PAmerican Wi qeen y S’uw/[e prescnf%s
15. Other observers: e ]
X Faneis Mooxe ;’(_QDL mve,rs N & (ame_ Mdnq
16. Did the others agree with your identification?

17. Other observers who i d?en’dfntly identified this bird:
3¢ «;Pa‘ff ' y We aqre w/‘ﬁfel'r‘ Conclusion

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these ipfluence this description:
Bivds fgb'o. Anen, | Robbins etal, - Mat!| écag buide fe-'rs*)
L e et \COMSB ?

19. How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description? / A-}
Signature:&ﬁl,\ P%\ Address: 720 (*’f-ﬁ’ue MW

Date: Y —// —oi City, State: &Ucwcflc% .TII‘{ 50617




BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF ¢ -G
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD -

1. Species Euro,pean Widaeon 2. Number___
3. Location SQuweete /HQKS%J, north entravee.
L
4. Date: //5/,?4 5. Time Bird Seen: // /5 to //. 30
6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the dfagnostic charac-
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field):
/{ucﬂ/ ~-Tan breact and gr{y 52"?"//96 on éod)/ ,
/red  head v/ yellow stripe from beak *o top of head
Bluish beak
6—}7}/ back
7. Description of voice, if heard: )70r€ .
8. Description of behavior: sw/mmir’?j, @’6’6/1;3 in marsh
9. Habitat - general: marsh

10.

11.

13,

14.

15.

16.
7.

18.

19.

specific: f/@o&(’cf jl’ dﬁ/ﬁﬁ(/&

Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain:

Distance (how measured)? /50 yd. 12. Optical equipment: ff’/f"-‘?wp&
¥ .
(secendary b neculars)

Light (sky, 1ight on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): cfoudy

Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species:

Other observers: /Francis Noore Fob Myers, S tephen Main

Did the others agree with your identification? yes
Other observers who independently identified this bird:

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:

r%‘r_‘&n' Field Guide.,  National @c’@mf?h/c Field Guide.

How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description? <4 hrx.

Signature: ({m W/d.m/ Address: 220 Lt Ao MW
Date: Yy led City, State: é{fm&‘dag Lowa 50677




DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ?l{"r‘

What species? Evrasian W;_geon (/4 nas penelope ) How many? | o)

Location? l\!o;-ﬂt Side rp gwe:f Mqrj‘l, Bremer (’a, (A

Type of habitat? shalloew weedu caftfail marsh next 4o parking lot on Novth side of
- warsh nég v fanje(; house.

When? date(s): Agr.'f IS, 1984 time: f1:i2» am.  t0 121006 noon

Who?your name and address: Fvancis L. /”Mre:' 336 Faicdieid SE Wadevlos (A S0703

others with you: Bcb Mue s

others before or after you: Tem Kend Tem Sihaudd L pthevs

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

| had jus-J sed vp my telescope 4o leok -H*‘ﬁwj{\ He docks ot Hae Novdl side of
Cooet Ma*ﬁL Aﬂ ( #r_yse.qf i on *ha f‘.vs{- J..,cés | wous a.o'. io leak ot |
ho'{"tc.e.é a V!r—j l:)ftaj»{' vedd 'LSL\ ‘\lﬁ.clc_cf cLal,L'- A +Ll. m'._.l-[(.{, Y Mj _'>r-¢r-c. My

d evey sezn, [+ Han

l\.”“ Y MA ‘+L—4-~ A RiIJ-LLJLl:l 0~ QaanS‘A-”L ( LLA _Y

i'lgf,‘;i S P S fga.w-uu.:t Hee L vd had a ﬂ\—-e_a.w? G‘Aﬂ;- -%-—Q.LJ_«J Hot
L,.._;u;{ { —)lo -HMZ Cyp e m o F le bivd. TLL brc_ds.'/' ) -I-'L; VY wis a-

ex (¥l

che\ls[\ coler Lw'} M" As b"‘_'J‘f as Fhe Licds L.;_-.{c./. i —,Lii_:“ S :Jd:p&
light qvay colov about +ha sara Color as ie Sitiess @ l.mr < el
L1 Uatblack (4mil, vpper ond (ower tail coverts) @+ o T e
4o b o Ao whide 3‘{'*'11“— s '“‘i;"ﬁ Ha back b Hha 5 _E)’\i {: 35{- 3
Fhe Lied alse had & vecticle white bay in bha aves. ol b e
be'érl He gadew Lﬁll CQVCT"'S,TLL hill was & [{W color Vb b5l it
e as we watcled. No voice was L“““['-ﬂ" bivd was M#V“j fmchnj
Amoungy & Gvosp el (0 4o 12 hmecicon wijtond(uf'mj He fime of +he Sighting.
4 was aboo FHe Same size of He American Wigeen avound 4

imi i d how eliminated: Mo ch d et colovafion Hhure Avevicon Wigeon,
m.”‘-ac:ds.ffc&-efd a?mi coloved € vowo +OGrnebagd unlihe AM(?% w;aun. bu‘gearfmf
body colvation Hor Canvasbeck snd Red bead, had o wmore Cinnamen red coloved
head Hore eitey of Hese docks,

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Bright overcast from apprrr. 1S yd. vsing CA0 Celeshon ot 33x and 5§51 and
284 bo Sfmmmshr th_sf,,fw,;

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Have werer Seen Sy asian Wigeon ,,‘,_(;_”‘

have !a‘l"s of eg,pew'éhq’. w itk AMQY’l{_ﬁ.m \N".ﬁfcn, Cmusha‘icmt M o hoad.
References and persons consulted before writing description: Neae

How long before field notes made? A-]— g.:l.{'mj this form completed? C keors

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF 5(/%
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD '

1. Species Lyrzsion blgeon 2. Nmber___ [

3. Location S,g»_ggf Mah -  bremer Counlsy

a. Date:ﬁ.‘m..:/ 15,198 4 5. Time Bird Seen: //:2¢ A.M to /2'00 scors
6

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac-
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field):

; S'-&'e‘/* 5‘44’-\:‘, Sinilae A& /?meru.tn IJ.}’!’&} wifl é,m':[

;:#’E l.:.s&:.,'rrd ~ -i( (/.‘/(P fpﬂpﬂo w.# @ 4‘-7706 CCV'@tzm’) FOT-A EX#"‘/';"j {-wm
e pro;: o EBQ/a‘f' 7%; ot bip ap 77 Orcin C’P /tem/

lreesT” qpp e rec‘nﬂ-s[ bt /,‘-,Jﬁ,.. F - Jr o A

4 back + sdes e _
- @ r ra ,-ﬂ - ;7‘ ” "” & . e A i
e and Tl aro) aF b e s 2evrenel stpe whoit ooy o Foum ki

oF siolec Prom The block pkicnd "”,‘"E bor scporating g ray

7. Description of voice, if heard: yo7r 4£24p

8. Description of behavior: &r/ was s ;o s "re Wi ‘
. “rimenirrg )Qea/hg MI#/’?PHrﬂq My.i‘f’f?s
9. Habitat - general: SJ«//;M = 449946. m‘pg:‘} O r€op

SpECiﬁC:ﬁim/aJd.l ast«/& T4 7n /f’(ib"fdrcm s[e;—p.

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain:
/?ﬂ")fr--(;?q M'g L Als 9)1!); /?@ug/'f‘ 5""’#/5‘1%4.

11. Distance (how measured)? 12. Optical equipment:
/5150 gd. (est) SpoTliny scopes o‘l‘_,;;rxJ 33X +55Y

13. Light (sky, 1ight on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you):
ﬂ?lfn{y C/cua/j 6.4* Sur? A)aw(-/ pm£ 73';3--:354 onee in ou‘.‘/t‘ =

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species:
Wene w78 This speces but Aave soon many  flmerces Ligeans
15. Other observers: = . o . o ) Stepden Saje v Eleine /Mejne (e rocruit o e

Mains 7 b c‘;-mey—; and’ They itoere mecT co a"(?' .
16. Did the others agree with your identification? v - Fr=7ve)

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird:

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:
T idesifod B Abined ol a quicke bt e checkad He MES Suwle Bhbe supe,

19. How long after obserying this bird did you first write this descript1on?o"&:.ff"a arek

Signature: Mﬂ/ Address: /
Date:‘@gh;ﬂ;?/ /7;‘,?/ City, State:
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING
Eurasian Wigeon (1 male), 15 April 1984, Sweet M., Bremer Co., IA
Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., lowa City, 1A S2240

Other observers: Francis Mcoore % Bob Myers (before): Tom Staudt
(with).

Time: 4:05-4:0&6 FM; S:40-6:00 FM
Habitat: artificial, marshy bottomland pond

Description: "A Harrier came along and the ducks flushed; I
spotted & duck with white wing patches in the same location as an
American Wigeon and a red head and a light neck. The bird settled
down and we could not located it. An hour and a half later 1
finally say a bird flush that looked similar. It landed 150-175
vards from us and remained in sight for the next 20 minutes. The
bird was the size, shape and behavior of an American Wigeon. The
head was red, about the color of a Redhead but brighter. On the
forehead there was a light patch in front extending down to the
short bill. The neck blended indistinctly with the head (or we
weren’ 't close enough to see a distinction) and the breast was
lighter. The back and sides were gray—-—sort of a streaked black on
white appearance. The back was darker than the wings and sides.
There was a slight horizontal white streak between the upper wing
area and the back, more toward the anterior end and sloping
downward toward the rear. The rear end was black. In front of this
there was a white area. The bird was definitely a dabbling duck,
feeding in the marshy grass without diving."

Song: not heard.

Behavior: Associated with a large group of dabbling ducks. Appeared
slightly larger 1n flight than an American Wigeon {(vague
impression). On the water it poked along just like an American

Wigeon.

Conditions: 150 yards at closest. Late afterncoon sun at about a
right angle. 8x binocs, 20x scope.

Similar species: The white wing patches and behavior rule out all
diving ducks with red heads.

Agreement: all.
Frevious experience: seen on Attu.

Reterences/time used: We purposely did not look at field guides
until atter notes made.

=

Time of notes/typed: & min atter viewing ended/18 hours.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa g +C

/
Ml bnf.ffn;f/“n?.p How many? /

What species? _ Tuwsun W’-}&tp’n

Location? _ Susets mursh , Bremee <O TeuA

Type of habitat?__ $4;//uu mrb’u}: Jnht
when? date(s): Ao | /5 9¢H time: §:4S  pm tO G oopm
L T Y

Who?your name _and address:

931 North Summit
Towa City, IA 52240

| Thomas J. Staudt

others with you: 7am Ként

MYE
others before or after you:_gd,#,tJ Fling'5__pipere

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under’
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Tht bird was First $E& in FLYAT T apfeared T2 bt semEnin] (,Jm,,.t..? )

AS it tanded large whiTt patehes  on The Apprr m"? wvérts (as on an Am. w“;z-an) wobrt
Observid.
On ThE wnatter The head color 26 Thé bird s TAE mesT 2bvrvus F:é-fnrg-’ the

hiad 4and (dqﬂ/&f‘ nécly wétre & Lr.‘af’/ﬁ" réd sembwhat  mart Jfl‘rpfy “’/‘f‘d Then ﬂf— q: ,
cF o Redlnd duch, The color may have Léen exgiiokd becuuse Thé bird was scen with e ful

€FFecT L F tht -‘r—r‘h'«.? San. The bivd hid @ gf:.‘-um/ Oferge crown STrP  Yhir o Fenm
The base #F Thé &4 (;1.3 wideg T F"""T’) and Narfonsy bach ,utr yhic head . o From

The sreasT of ThE 604 wag WghMer vhin the head and body parts, o Shorp

TEMINLL IR wa§ 59€n bEFwisen héad-nécl Lol and breast gfea . ThE doo #F The b,'e
WAS Gray Flacked with TAE back 609 darter Then Th "
v 7 & wilgs and rig wings darksr Than

7 VIS . :
7;; Sakb. B TAN W TE hotizonTal Iink comld b SE€n  aF #he bénd i YhE wnd
Tary wiS blach and vAL Flands White a8 071 an -

ThE oversll dijien) W’}'Fon
, y - ; :
21‘}, 54;{&‘, angd FZ‘Fdafy Aa d.t (f.‘t‘w'n? oFP TAE Xy sarfect ) AL

Similir & Fhar 2P am  Bmirilan weyeon .

Similar species and how eliminated:
T malt Amepican wyeen has a4 whiit baldpaTe, Jargt greenish gye crescent, ond Gray
Faccal arés - ThE bodly 5 browniSh )
(réen WiNEd TE4] has A £om) v e sk Pace bl Aas 4 Grecn Eyb Cres tenT, 124 ;..f’ asig 1’5 LM a//Er,
Did any oné disagree or have reservations about identification? a2

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
pay ¥y sunny o Full _fun i$0 - /'Js'yf.g, st

20X scopt . . o
previous experience with species and similar ones:
AonL with ThS SPEcs  meny SphtAgs oF Am. wiflon
References and persons consulted before writing description:
d¢6Cugsisn oF diserifTon wh' TR Tom Kéar wA /g obdsarving

How long before field notes made?é,,:,-y obsérpapion _this form completed? 4/ .¢.

_— % momy T i =5 : Fite-.. M11 Aiskawdr C+maat Thwa Citv TA 2240



1.

3.

4.

6.

ILLINOIS _ S

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD.

Species Euvﬂsinu u/faec)n 2. Number of birds: @O ue —
L

Location /V~ta/a £ §u.»>e‘f’; a5k, . County:

Date: Aj ,—}_ ( /6( (4FY 5. Time bird seen: TR & :4:M. to 4].’24,{/7‘

Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics,
but include only what actually was seen in the field):

R - - & 5 '.“ Vf’"
Civst sgecn t kg4t — white ox Jep 0§ uwi q &
( v .

ctic "ﬁ’[?- \_——‘\?J/ de et s b’uﬁ‘f‘ a,a,,j, ;4 ;'l:e—f;- /d-'d‘.-’w_’/
“ \/b. vl wey wetto aMn.!{.p,-/M. lieb g

C Feam creax we e (veend by e ller
cug‘ecd#"ﬁ?—‘z‘ {.C,W‘fﬂh.s“j#{w\jevﬂ aetrcea bl A€,

Description of voice, if heard: u.o“{F at’art/

. Description of behavior: X lyrug acth o theo ?HJJL'JN@ flhen o een Submurg
—

Feecdsw,

9, Habitat - general: S weets Mavsh Py
specific: “:“t(/\.( sballo~ F;:..U:( N UeF pu,di Mjckﬂ“*fn So e V‘ﬁt\l-d'tc.q 7
10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain:
AM"’"((«“ W‘ng" Crovw whites had g reeas ('fjﬂ,‘f'j rés. HMauy
Wt w2 ev(ssal.’l' "Le““'b?’-

11. Distance (how measured)? ’3007‘“,/5 west 12. Optical equipment: Jox Sop<

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): Cleac suedive ]’—5,
f?{ Mthf’ Oé"iprw’-r

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species:

Qve SE€EC [u 'E'u..e‘:e o several! ©Ccasfous

15. Other observers: PYPV;,M, J""?”‘ Frawes Moope

16, Did the others agree with your identification? -

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird:

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:

& L\ec&w/ Robbins o Ftew oésrw«){?oﬂ
(C Ao Widun Birds)
19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? /0%1&1?;%(‘5:)‘:6;’-“\
% ?‘: @2‘@/ Address: ;2 75‘%14[76’//@ B/U/
Signature
Date: Ao ([EL98% City, State: | g ves fa:}‘{f T A _S$2803
7

(over)
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BIRD DOCUMENTATION FORM CARL J. BENDORF
825 7TH AVENUE
I0WA CITY IA 52240

SPECIES: EURASIAN WIGEON NUMBER: 1
LOCATION: Sweet Marsh COUNTY: Bremer
DATE: 17 April 1984 TIME: 11:30 TD11:45 AM

HARITAT: Large marsh pool with much vegetation in shallow water.

DESCRIFTION: This was a bird feeding alongside a group of American
Wigeon for direct comparison. Back was gray. White patch of wing
showing as horizontal stripe on side of swimming bird. Sides finely
vermiculated with light gray. Breast a light reddish—-tan color. Entire
head a bright orange-brown color gleaming in sunlight. EBEroad cream
stripe starting from top of head on down forehead to bill. Bill was
blueish with darker tip. This was an adult male in perfect breeding
plumage.

Behavior was identical to American Wigeon as they fed in shallow water
at edge (and somtimes in) the vegetation.

SIMILAR SPECIES--COMMENTS: American Wigeon is eliminated by the head
color and the color of sides and breast. Only other bird with orange
type head would be Redhead of Canvasback. Not even close to these.

AGREEMENT/DISAGREEMENT OF OTHERS: Roberta Oppedahl and Lucille
Lil jedahl of Cedar Rapids were both present and in agreement. There
were numerous others both before and after.

LIGHT CONDITIONS:EBright clear sun was at my back. The colors of this
bird almost glowed in the bright light.

DISTANCE: 80 vyards (Estimated) EQUIFMENT: 15 X Scope

FREVIOUS EXFERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMILAR SFECIES: Very familiar with
American Wigeon. Have seen Eurasian at close range in California.

REFERENCES ,FERSONS CONSULTED EEFORE WRITING DESCRIFTION: None

FIELD NOTES MADE™ 30 Minutes THIS FORM DONE? Retyped 17 May.




