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VOTE: 6-II, 1-III 
II, well studied by many. 
III, satisfactorily seen by many good observers. 
II, Question is, where did it come from?
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists' Union 

SPECIES: EURASIAN WOGEON 

DATE SEEN: Apr 15, 1984 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Sweet Marsh, Bremer County 

OBSERVERS: 
Francis Moore, Bob Myers, S. & E. Main, Tom Staudt, Carl Bendorf, et al, 

DATE OF REVIEW: 1984 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Circulation of description by mail to Records Committee 
CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: II 

COMMENTS: 

Thisbird was described satisfactorily by many observers, on different occasions, 

There were no discrepancies or contradictions in the descriptions which 
might have raised questions on the Committee. 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpretation 
by those who observed the bird firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

III = acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 

VY = record with insufficient evidence to judge 
VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six of seven 
committee members.



Moore, 

Marsh. 

F. L., and B. Myers. 1984, Eurasian Wigeon at Sweet 

Iowa Bird Life 54:54. 

Eurasian Wigeon at Sweet Marsh — While observing a mixed group of ducks on 
the North side of Sweet Marsh near Tripoli, Bremer County, Iowa on April 15, 1984 
we noticed an unusual wigeon with a small group of American Wigeons (Anas 
Americana.) This duck had a rusty red head with a creamy buff patch on top of the 
head extending from the forehead through the crown. The color of the breast was 
also reddish but of a much lighter color than the head. The back and sides were a 
gray color with a short white horizontal slash about half-way up the side. The tail 
end was black with a white bar separating the black from the gray sides. 

We identified the bird as a Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope) and immediately 
enlisted the aid of Stephen and Elaine Main of Waverly, who were also birding in 
the area, to help confirm that we were seeing a Eurasian Wigeon. We then started 
our rare bird calling and understand that quite a few birders got to see the duck 
during the next few days. 

The new Iowa Birds, Dinsmore, et al lists two other records with details so this 
would be only the third record of this species with supporting details in Iowa, and 
possibly the first to be viewed by several independent observers over a period of 
time. Reference: Dinsmore, J. J., et al., 1984 Iowa Birds. pg 80. Francis L. 
Moore, 336 Fairfield St., Waterloo, IA 50703, Bob Myers, 1236 Sylvia Ave., 
Waterloo, IA 50701. 

4-06



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF 54 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD : 

1. Species European Widaeon } Mareca penelope 2. Number j 

3. Location Sweets Mach , Nw section ‘ Ts pol: IA 
} ” az 

4. Date: 4-/S -%¢ 5. Time Bird Seen: Ham to /2nom 

6 . Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

y? observed: veddish head W/ broad yalmact-white. ahipe on Sorehead ; 
quay sides w/ white stripes | 

7. Description of voice, if heard: pot Lead! | 

8. Description of behavior: Bis Vea wning Ta chalbw ater Among dod ngchbicn gle 

9. Habitat - general: Marsh 

specific: s¢¢ above 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain: 

11. Distance (how measured)? 12. Optical equipment: Telescope 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 
aver cast 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly, appearing species: | | 
none uy Phi Me ‘ greviasly seen American wi qreny Shevele preserit his 

15. Other observers: 
HK Frames Moore YBob Myers 5 E laine Main 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 
ae spotted iat y we agqre wo! eir Jillian 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 
birds &f Vo, Aner, ) Robbins etal, Wart | Geeg, Guide theirs * ) . 

Le ~Cours) 

19. How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description? / de 

Signature: , : Address: 720 12 Ave Yo 

te: 4 od City, State: Waverly “ Th. 50677 
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BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF GY 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD , 

- Species European Widgeon 2. Number _/ 

. Location___. Sweets Mash. narth entame. 

Date: ti 5/ey . 5. Time Bird Seen: //: /57 to //. 20 

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

Kudy ~Tan breast and grey stripe on body 

ed head ef eff ve ak tp to f heed 
Bluish beak bila SIripe from beak am 

. Description of voice, if heard: x70” 3 

. Description of behavior: swimming, feeding in marsh 

. Habitat - general: marsh 

specific: Flooded grasslands 

Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain: 

Distance (how measured)? /5D yd. 12. Optical equipment: telescope 
(secondary bi necalars) 

Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): cloudy 

Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 

Other observers: /vancis /oore , Sob Myers, SS teshen Varn 

Did the others agree with your identification? yes 

Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

Feterson Field Guide, National Geographic Field Cuide 

How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description? <4 hrs. 

Signature: Wt Jil, | Address: 220 LUCE Ae. NW 
—_ ae - 

Date: zea City, State: Udaverly ST og 50677



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa  %1 

What species? Evrasian Wi geou (Anas pen elope ) How many? | fos 

Location? North side of Sweet Marsh Bremer Go IA 

Type of habitat? Shallow weed. cattail marsh next +o parkias let on Nov th side ok 

marsh néav Kangers house. 

When? date(s): Aer! IS (984 time: stn en Stee oe 

Who?your name and address: Francis L. Moore, 336 plies roe Si. iletovdas 1A $0703 

others with you: Acb Muers 

others before or after you: Tom Kent Tem Steudd _ others 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

| had just set vp my felescope fo leek through Ha ducks at Hu North side of 
Cw oet Ma<Sk As ( ecubtd it on tha Fae dvzks 1; eras ge to (ork at (. 

heficed a very bright vedd tlk ke
mdad duck in Pe midtle of m4 Seepe. Mu 

22 (+ then 

betahter bed thaw an Gedleadse~ Ugnvaestak | had tvey Seen, 

ud ‘ds head md 2 at 
Livd hadi a ara beige 2g hid that 

landed inde the Crows ot tle bivd. Th 
breast o Se = 

et nid he ee 
Light avan Color thes t ao Sa wa Ceoler as its sides. The vear end aa 

biwd wasblack (fail, upper 
oA lower 4a Covexts) nebee 

Bae ee 

bodice Ha under fail coverts, sti hill was [ight coley, The bivd noone 

Liaw as we wateled- Me voice was benvd, 
Te Bird was active ly feading 

aia denies Az qo Pp ot’ (Oo +. (2 Ane cicon er ee during de toe ot 415. Sighting. 

—|4 was abou ¢ +e Same SiZe 4 the Dat eux 
“ates Aveund it. 

Similar species and how eliminated: Me A dBi 4d edition Bw Bieri cen 
WWigcean, 

bad weddish Mad Cream Cold crown tOebad unlike Americon Wigeon. Different 
bo Co lowa Lion 41 Cy avai beck. tr

a (2. J head ’ had Re wOert CinnQawi
nm red Ce lowed 

hea tes either ot Aleve docles, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Bright overcas} y ey aperrt. 1S@ yd. Using C46 Celestwrn ok 323K Ana SSK arn A 

2hibo S pace mastev telescopes 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Have never Seen Curvasian Wige on ‘pal 
/ , 

have lots of Cy Pew ie nce w ith American Wigeen : Caonvasbacke ave Mi din a. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: None 

How long before field notes made? AY gighting this form completed? G hours 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF 54-6 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD 

1. Species Zyrgsio7 hi geon | 2. Number oe « 

3. Location S.zreef Marck - _brener County 

4. Date:_ Ao: / is 2984 5. Time Bird Seen: //¢2¢ 7.4% to /2!00 pveor/ 

6 . Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

/ S2€ ™ Shaye Simi las Za Jom ericen Wig Cony will p ae | 
2 Sead was ery reddif Ciike Redheod 5 wT « & PE Ccreamy) pakh € xPeneliny eee 

Brees? appere reckdish gf hishhr Tho Avent. | bac k ¥ odes ere - 
- _— 7 7B aw white erizs pe ¢ bow : ¢ | $ lear onal fail anes) of hed ane Slack herisonkel stipe ebost ty way up from woke iy 
af sides re ies The ja8 , and hed a w hi Fe ber sep oral; ag Grey 

7. Description of voice, if heard: wor se Ae 

8. Description of behavior: Ga/ wes Swimming # Rediirg will Biss ; 
CO ¢7 

9. Habitat - general: sy, // | 
eo ~ weeny sars hy Pr-O, 

specific: Cid ius “ saally 421d tn me © a. om shore 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain: 
American Wigeen has Grey bead ¢ red siihes. , 

11. Distance (how measured)? 12. Optical equipment: 
SAG -1 50 od. Cash) S$pcoTT ins Scopes of 9 33x tssy 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 

Wainty Clee y bt sun woukl peak Threus | Once In o while ~ 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 
Vine wilh Jas sfreaes bat fave sexe mary finerices 4s 

J © as 

15. Other observers: 77)... teore, , Stephen S4ajq + Llane laine Coe recruited The 
TYlains Te be chservers and They ere meet ccopera tive » 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? y — 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 
SF tidentPed Fe bsnl <0le iF ee guiche bit we cheled Fle WBS Gute 2 be sure, 7 

19. How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description? uta aeek 

tone: £47 2 Address: Pg I ~tilvia 6 

vate: aril 2D SISA City, State: ai Y/ 
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING ~ 

Eurasian Wigeon (1 male), 15 April i984, Sweet M., Bremer Co., IA 

Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., lowa City, IA 32240 

Other observers: Francis Moore & Bob Myers (before): Tom Staudt 

(with). 

Times 4:05-4:06 PMs 3:40-6:00 FM 

Habitat: artifticiai, marshy Bbottomiand poand 

Description: “A Harrier came along and the ducks flushed; I 

spotted a duck with white wing patches in the same location as an 

American Wigeon and a red head and a iight neck. The bird settled 
down and we could not located it. An hour and a half iater I 
finally say a Bird flush that looked similar. It landed 150-175 

yards from us and remained in sight for the next 20 minutes. The 

bird was the size, shape and behavior of an American Wigeon. The 

head was red, about the color of a Redhead but brighter. On the 

forehead there was a light patch in front extending down ta the 

short Bill. The neck blended indistinctly with the head tor we 

weren't close enough to see a distinction) and the breast was 

lighter. The back and sides were gray-—-sort of a streaked black on 

white appearance. The back was darker than the wings and sides. 

There was a slight horizontal white streak between the upper wing 
area and the back, more toward the anterior end and sioping 

downward toward the rear. The rear end was black. In front of this: 

there was a white area. The bird was definitely a dabbling duck, 

feeding in the marshy grass without diving.” 

Song: not heard. 

Behavior: Associated with a large group of dabbling ducks. Appeared 

slightiy larger in fiight than an American Wigeon (vague 

impression). Qn the water it poked along just like an American 

Wigeon. 

Conditions: 150 yards at closest. Late afternoon sun at about a 
right angle. 8x binocs, 20x scope. 

Similar species: The white wing patches and behavior rule out ali 

qdiving ducks with red heads. 

Agreement: all. 

Previous experience: seen aon Attu. 

References/time used: We purposely did not look at field guides 

until after notes made. 

Time of notes/typed: 3 min after viewing ended/i8 hours.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in lowa xtc 

U9 plunge How many? / fy What species? Fuyasian ahb ren 

Location? <Syéerts marsh - Bremer £f.., wer’ 

Type of habitat? shilw mute hig Int 

When? date(s): Ay) JS /9¢4 time: 5:45 pmt0  G6-dpm 
7 

7 ae 

Who?your name and address: ) res 
’ Iowa City, IA 52240 

others with you: Tm Kant 

| NYE S = | 

others before or after YOu: Beh ime Fyanc,.5 Were 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Te bite was Crret S&S in Fy AT ea Apf eave”, TP be SAME vv Ant chunky : 

AS it landed large white patches on The upper wing coverts (as on an Am. wiston) wert 
—(ObS EVE, , 

On The water the head color o@ The bird was TAb most Gb/ ious Féalare the 

ALad and Complete nich wtre 4 bright éd, somewhat mark sharply coléreg Than the hb id 

ewe mein duck. ThE color May have been exygenited because THE bird was SEN with The Fal 
the ; : ! 

eS San. The bird hed a eftamy Ofange Crown sTe‘p thar evlindigd Fro 
the page 2F TA &171) (itis wiheeT pe int) and NalfOwe, bach gver TAs haed « 

The préegl of Thé bird 4/as igh fer ¥AgG 1 tak hkad and b2aly Parts | No Sharp 

ME maniaton was Sen bbtwtEN Atad-nEC& Lahr snd breast Gder. The booly of The bite! 

WAS Gray F/ Sth pak back S6'99 dar . 
7 7 sched with 7 se Mtr Then he we oo wings darker Than 

in Sot$. A TAIN Whitt hotizontal link conlf be Seen ak the bhad ww he ene 

Pun was blach and AL Klanks whi'tt as Oo a7 } - 
BIaTth) Lan Wjeon 

TAE overs! $26 shyt, and Féed: 
ead 7 Aq bt Cprthing oFA ThE wht sarface ) nbi. 

Similar species and how eliminated: 
The malt Amép can we Ans 4 White bad pare, /4tge glen "sh éyé crescent, ane gray 

faces! gréa~ Tht bowy SY browns gh 
, 

lorten withtd teal has 4 Fi mideer reddish Pace LUT has 4 Green 
Eye CrtslenT, (ed Caf and 

Did any oné disagree or have reservations about identification? p»z 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measur
ed), and optical equipment: 

Pay THY Sanny wy f£y/! Flan 1$0 - 115 reds esf. 

29K 5tepe , , . 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: 

nonk with TA, 3S S$ Pee Cs man S-GhAR NGS af Am. wi ¢ fon : : 

References and persons consulted before writing de
scription: 

Jiidustinn o@ Dceriftn w Te ee ore 
How long before field notes mae alae chséryehion this form completed? yr<. 

fe — —_ — as ‘ ~-- 9 tN ‘ Pee ew xx NV Ma nhbavurde Crenat Tawa City TA R227 a0



ILLINOIS a $Y aw 

BIRDS: VERIFYING ected OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

. Species Fr twrasiaw Ax, CO’ 2. Number of birds: Ouse =. 

3. Location V.eud o S- Sueets Mars k, County: 

4. Date: Ap -; ( [6, (QF Y 5. Time bird seen: 7 ad ALY. to 4° 294A 
q 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 

but include only what actually was seen in the field): : 

ae, sf SP we nik (fg alas white . steel os ie el? a an A St + aa ( : on A! 

t's “ax rare S Astee | the <4, 

Ke SH! {Be OP wads writ +o cz tin bleed hie kk gaze 

C V COM CVE AM 
uo te 

vy, lia. 

er gocdsiz & (o
mer the uate

 ne tices esa 

a 

b 

specific: c. ivly shallon pe aa NUuot Pat Pha geda— iA seme vigdlal yes 

2 Description of voice, if heard: uot ee | 

8. Description of behavior: ly ray ae th. 5 hte puddle de hs tuen « ¢en Stu gi 

9. Habitat - general: Sweets Marsh | Fee 7, 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

American U% ‘Gg cou - Crew ui te hed ia leg ht, rey. lauy 

weve 9 ese wean by, 

ahd Distance (Chow measured)? 2 Ooyards- est | i2z< Optical equipment: ~_ 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird pa you): Clean Funds ve 

be uind a oath 
14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: | fo ve@ g€tunr ia ieitheeted sal OO” SC VereEe © Cca sous 

15. Other observers: precens day Francis Mooye 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? - 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and ed did these influence this description: 

(4 bectow Robbius o ter » 
bs evvertiou 

(Cte Aw Birds) 
19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? /O mins Yi ston, 

Lites C. Gite Address: A 2 ShelVellax Blod 

Signature 

Date: A pei [([bEL4EY City, State: i Ds en pe - & “~~ 4. 5 2S 

— (over)
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BIRD DOCUMENTATION FORM CARL J. BENDORF 
825 7TH AVENUE 
IOWA CITY IA 52240 

SPECIES: EURASIAN WIGEON NUMBER: i 

LOCATION: Sweet Marsh COUNTY: Bremer 

DATE: 17 April 1984 _ 'iRet 1130 T01ii:45 AM 

HABITAT: Large marsh pool with much vegetation in shallow water. 

 DESCRIFTION: This was a bird feeding alongside a group of American 

Wigeon for direct comparison. Back was gray. White patch of wing 

showing as horizontal stripe on side of swimming bird. Sides finely 

vermiculated with light gray. Breast a light reddish-tan color. Entire 

head a bright orange-brown color gleaming in sunlight. Broad cream 

stripe starting from top of head on down forehead to bill. Bill was 

blueish with darker tip. This was an adult male in perfect breeding 

plumage. 

Behavior was identical to American Wigeon as they fed in shallow water 

at edge (and somtimes in) the vegetation. 

SIMILAR SFECIES--COMMENTS: American Wigeon is eliminated by the head 

color and the color of sides and breast. Only other bird with orange 

type head would be Redhead of Canvasback. Not even close to these. 

AGREEMENT /DISAGREEMENT OF OTHERS: Roberta Oppedahl and Lucille 

Liljedahl of Cedar Rapids were both present and in agreement. There 

were numerous others both before and after. 

LIGHT CONDITIONS: Bright clear sun was at my back. The colors of this 

bird almost glowed in the bright light. | 

DISTANCE: 80 yards (Estimated) EQUIPMENT: i= X Scope 

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THIS AND SIMILAR SFECIES: Very familiar with 

American Wigeon. Have seen Eurasian at close range in California. 

REFERENCES,FERSONS CONSULTED BEFORE WRITING DESCRIPTION: None 

FIELD NOTES MADE? 30 Minutes _ THIS FORM DONE? Retyped 17 May. 


