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MISSISSIPPI KITE AT DUDGEON LAKE 

DAVID J. CONRADS, MARC PHELPS, THOMAS H. KENT 

At 5:05 p.m. on 5 June 1989, Conrads and Phelps 

observed a gray raptor about the size of a small crow 

perched about 10 m up in a snag above a backwater 

slough in a floodplain forest on the Dudgeon Lake Game 

Area, Benton County. Their first assumption was that it 

was a Mississippi Kite. It was observed for approximately 10 minutes f
rom a 

distance of 20 m with binoculars. Marc took several photographs as it sat 

facing the camera. The bird was completely gray underneath without 

markings. The tail was square-ended and had three dark bands on the 

underside. There appeared to be a black mask around the e
yes, and its eyes 

were a brilliant orange-red. When approached for a closer photograph
, it 

flew to the west. The absence of black shoulders and a white tail elimina
ted 

Black-shouldered Kite. The bird's silhouette in flight revealed pointed wings,
 

quite similar to a falcon, but its body was slimmer and flight more buoyant 

than a falcon. It did not return that evening. Upon returning to the Bento
n 

County Conservation Office, using Clark and Wheeler (1
987), the bird was 

identified as a subadult Mississippi Kite. 

On 6 June at about 2:00 p.m., the authors found the bird again and noted
 

the kite-like flight as it remained on the wing hunting insects for more than
 

an hour. It sailed most of the time and was observed from about 50-400 m
. 

The tail was square when not fanned, somewhat curved when fa
nned, and 

had four to six fine white bars on the underside. From abov
e, the primaries 

were black and the rest of the underwing gray. The body appeared dark to 

gray, lighter toward the head. At one point we saw two kite-like bi
rds, but 

could not make a positive identification of both. The kite had also been ob-
 

served that morning by several others. Conrads and Phelps were unable 
to 

find the bird again on 7 June at about 7:00 p.m., but on 8 June two bird
s were 

found by Jim Fuller and Jim Scheib and photographed. The last sighting was
 

on 9 June. 
The Mississippi Kite occurred in Iowa before 1900 and was probably ca- 

sual (Dinsmore et al. 1984). Although there have been three reported si
ght- 

ings since 1900 (Dinsmore et al. 1984), the only one besides the current 

record that has been accepted by the Records Committee is from 29 May 

1978 at Cardinal Marsh, Winneshiek County (Kent and Silcock 1984). 

In the 1950s, this species began to recover from a population decline that
 

had occurred in the late 1800s (Parker and Ogden 1979). Since the 195
0s 

there has been a steady increase in extralimital sightings of Mississippi 
Kite 

(map). The greatest number of northward strays are subadults f
ound in mid- 

May through June with a much smaller fall peak in September. Mis
sissipp! 

Kites migrate to southern South America in winter. Winter records cit
ed 

include a in Texas and one in the Florida Keys. There are February reco
rds 

from North and South Carolina. The early extralimital records are fro
m 

Nevada in March and California and New Hampshire in early Apr
il. Two 

late October records are from New Jersy and Minnesota. 

118 lowa Bird Life, Fall 1989 

Extralimital Records of Mississippi Kite 

A 

: ‘ 1 1 6 65 35 «44 8 3 2 : 

Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov 

1 1 0 3 4 10 29 45 52 

1930s 1940s 1950s 1960-64 1965-69 1970-74 1975-79 1980-84 1985-89 

The pattern of vagrancy involves the East Coast, the Midwest, and 

California (map). lowa represents a relatively blank spot in the. Midwest, 

suggesting the possibility that this species has been overlooked. Spring and 

fall sightings in southeast Nebraska now make the species tegular there. 

Several of these sighting have been just across the river from Iowa. 

The sighting at Dudgeon Lake is typical in that the birds were subadult, 

they were found in early June, and they spent their time kiting over or sitting 

silently in riparian woodland. The most likely spots for future sightings 

would seem to be along rivers in southwest and eastern Iowa. 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? M; SS1SSi PPR i kite. How many? | 
VV 

Location? Dudgeow lake. ayvea — Nv. of Vinten — ( Beyrten G,) 
a | 

Type of habitat? River \botem woods aleng Cedax- River with pend ond power (ing 
™’  @34Sem, — with Seve o* 

When? date(s): Tune. 6, 19489 time: LPS sane t0_12:30 pm, — with EA, EAS 

Who?your name and address: Mark Proescholdt Bex 66 Liscawh, Teua SOl¥g 

others with you: Steve Ninsmore , Eugene_oud Elise Aemstrovg, Jim Siucht- 

others before or after you: Nave Guvads Beth Roeschald t Phyllis Hans Gel Rovdert 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Steve and L walke the Power [7 

tere aleve us was = vended ved : gph ote bot Te — 

Light grayish head and os hax ply hooked bill, te back was a grayishhvounish 

Cole +hat wes wetted with white aplotches. +s blackish-browwish fail ow the
 

top side was wotthed. The underside of the dail was Lerved which clued 

when the Wied Flew, a+ Wad white andertal Covet? t+ was meltivg into 

adult phowage. ats breast wos graxish. tt had yelbwish et, whew 

viewed clesely | os ~ a yellowish cim around (+t Cue with a& dark wis . 

s+ was falcon shaped ww Flight and had &@ Qvacohil Flight ++ flew 

once. with a& Red-Sheuldeved Hawk and was smaller in sige in Flight 
hom He. Naw , t+ perched enn dead trees or have ; dead hvrenches, 

t+ slaned close te the Pond mest of the time, Lt was vevy 

unafraid and landed just over our heade once. 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

there veally ane uo similar species. An adul+ Black -S$ hou ldered kite 

‘Ss yoru distnelive and the immature dees wot have oO hacv
ed tail. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: a | 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

itn — > Near cloudy, 50 yard ¢ Swear mM a 50 ‘dell free. ter we were 

B0' . An itd was im a-tree Yo’S, ithe sw Fly ht —s> 76-0 Uds, oe | 

pei oes Se Sh ted ue ere 568 weeks augue bad Sax Sage and’ F hed €xg@ Bic 
Previous experience with Specfes an Similar ones: , 

Have Seon MISS. Kites in kKansasS—a number of thom. 

References and persons comme ed before eg | description: . .. : 

R-T. Petersen's Field quide, Ke bing’ Birds oF A. AmenC , Met |, Sag, Field guide 

How long before field notes made? while. viewive this form completed? suly 7, 194 

tin bicd | ee 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species YMississippi Fite 

Mow Manmy?Tl sub-acdult : 

Location?along the Cedar FR. north of Vinton and adjacent to Dudgeon L. 
iN Fin 

HabitatTperched in dead snags in mature bottomland forest 

Date ?é6 Jun 1989 

Time?V4:32-7:45 a.m. 

Nbservers Name ‘snl address: Steve Dinsmore 4024 O@rkanscas Ber. &mes 

Sd 

Others who saw bird:Dave Conrads, Mark Froescholdt, m.ab. 

Description of bird: When first sighted, the bird was perched about 

JO-60O feet up in a dead snag. The head was pearl gray except for a 

darker mask that included the eye. The bill was dark, strongly hooked, 

and very stubby. The eye was yellow, iris dark. The mantle WAS 

slightly darker than the head with numerous whitish Or beiae patches 

scattered throughout. The mantle appeared to have a brownish rather 

than grayish cast to it. The wings were also dark gray with darker 

primaries. The tail was long and appeared dark when the bird was 

perched. The underparts were dull gray and contrasted with whiter 

undertail coverts. The legs were yellowish. The size of the bird was 

hard to determine, but it appeared to be about crow-sized. 

Finally, at about 6:50 a.m., the kite flew to the southwest and 

landed in another snag. In flight, the wings were very long, marrow, 

and pointed. The underside of the wing appeared dark. The upperwing 

was dark gray with contrasting black primaries. In flight, the long 

tail was seen to have 32 o 4 lighter bands an an otherwise dark brown 

tail. While in flight, the kite would mostly glide, but occasionally 

flapped its’ wings, reminiscent of a harrier. Based ao che olumage and 

yellow eye, the bird was identified as a Subadult Mississippi Kite. 

Similar species and how eliminated: The size, wine shape, dark mask, 

panded hail, and contrasting darker primaries eliminates other 

raptars, @speciaily Black-shouldered Kite. 

Yiewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent: 

with the sun mostly behind us. Estimated viewing distance was 320 vards 

at the closest. I used Buschnell 7x35 binoculars and a Buschnell 
ew4Sx spabkbhing scope. 

Se 

Hol kites ain PreylOus @xperlence with anecies:T have seen Mississi 

Mansas and Florida, Out have no experience with Black~shouldere ed Kite, 

References consulted: NGS Eleld Guide 

How long betore field notes were madeYwhile watching bird 

i. * : ooteg omege 

How long before this form was completed TS days
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

Mississippi Kite (1 subadult), 6 June 1989, Dudgeon L., Benton Co., IA 

Observer: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA 52246 

Other observers: with Marc Phelps, Dave Conrads, Steve Poe 

Time: 2:90-3:30 p.m. 
Habitat: wooded river bottom with backwater sloughs 

Description: The bird was found last night at 5 p.m. by Conrads and Phelps on 

a dead tree and photographed. About 15 minutes after arriving in the area, 

Phelps and I spotted the bird flying. Over the next one and a half hours 

we saw the bird about eight times for 1 to 1% minutes flying over the 

slough and woods. We never saw it land. The bird was larger than a 

kestrel, perhaps as long a wing span as a Red-shouldered Hawk, certainly 

longer than a crow. The long bent, pointed wings, long narrow tail, slim 

body and sailing flight made it easy to spot. It was seen from 1/4 mile to 

about 150 ft. directly overhead. It sailed most of the time using the 

moderate south wind, but flapped some when changing directions. The tail 

was fanned at times. The tail was square when not fanned, mildly curved 

when fanned. The upper parts were a medium brown except for black 

primaries and a darker tail. Several narrow white bars were seen on the 

upper surface of the tail when the bird was low and banked against the 

trees. Most of the time the under surface of the wing appeared dark and 

nondescript with lighter brown wing coverts. Later, in good light the 

primaries could be seen to be black and the rest of the underwing gray. 

There was a smudged white mark between the primaries and secondaries that 

ran parallel to the body. The under side of the tail had four to six fine 

white bars that were more distinct and easier to see than those on the 

upper surface. The under tail coverts appeared lighter at some angles. The 

body appeared dark to gray and lighter toward the head. The head was a 

soft gray, lighter on the crown. We saw a dark mark through the eye. The 

bill was small, dark and hooked. At times the bird held its legs down as 

if grasping something. It may have been catching insects. 

Song: not heard 

Behavior: as above 

Conditions: Most often seen sailing over the horizon, but circled over us on 

several occasions and once flew low at about 75 yards against the trees. 

Sunny with contrasty lighting when over head and at a distance. 1x 

binoculars. 

Similar species: Pointed wings and long square tail exclude buteos and 

accipiters. Slim body and sailing behavior typical of kite rather than a 

falcon. Markings not that of any falcon. Square tail excludes Swallow- 

tailed Kite. Lack of white tail and black shoulder excludes Black- 

shouldered Kite. 

Agreement: yes 

Previous experience: Have seen--adults in Kansas and Arizona 

References/time used Looked at NG field guide before leaving home and after 

initial viewing.: — 
Time of notes/typed: Notes taken during observation; typed 4 hours later.
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MISSISSIPPI KITE Carl J. Bendorf 
825 7th Ave. 

7 June 1989 Iowa City, IA 52240 
8:15 to 8:25 AM 

Benton County, Iowa 
ca.. 1 mi. n. Vinton 

I arrived (alone) at 8 AM and walked about 300 yards west from highway 150 
along a power line cut through mature deciduous woodland (river bottom near 
Cedar River). At this point there is a medium size pond and a clearing. 
After about 10 minutes of poking around the edge of the pond trying to get 
oriented, I realized the bird was sitting right above me in a bare tree. I 
don't know whether it was there all the time or if I just happened to be 
below its favorite roost when it came in unnoticed. I was looking north and 
the bird was facing me; the sky was clear and the bird was sitting in the 
full morning sun coming over my right shoulder. With my 10x Zeiss binocu- 
lars, I studied the bird for about 10 minutes before it suddenly took off 
and I quickly lost sight of it. I took notes (copy attached) as I watched 
the bird and wrote the following based on them about 3 hours later: 

Slim gray hawk, perhaps the overall size of a Broadwing, but more slender. 
The top of the head and upper back was a very light pearly gray; the wings 
and back were a contrasting darker gray. I couldn't see the upper tail 
surface or the lower back from my angle. There appeared to be a few chest- 
nut or brown feathers in the scapular area, and also a few scattered whit- 
ish feathers on the back and wings. 

The bill was dark, quite short, and hooked. The pupil of the eye was dark 
and the iris appeared brown; there was some black feathering immediately 
around the eye and also in front of the eye to the base of the bill. The 
head was generally rounded and the eye (with the black feathering) 
appeared relatively large. 

The breast was a medium gray (darker than the top of the head but lighter 
than the wings) and was relatively uniform in color except for some dis- 
tinct white and also some darker gray or brownish feathers. The crissum 
area was uniform color but was lighter than the breast. The legs and feet 
were yellowish. 

I would see the underside of the tail quite well and it was a dark gray 
brown with 2 distinctly lighter patches or bands subterminally (see 
sketch). The tail seemed to broaden a bit at the tip and was very slightly 
rounded. As shown in my crude sketch, these patches didn't seem to go all 
the way across the tail but were sort of confined to the middle third of 
the tail. I assume this was a function somehow of how the tail feathers 
are folded when the tail is not fanned out. 

I could clearly see both wingtips extend past the end of the tail perhaps 
1/2 inch as the bird faced me. From my view, the wingtips showing beyond 

the tip of the tail reminded me of photos of a Parasitic Jaegers can look 
with their small pointed central tail feathers.



MISSISSIPPI KITE CARL J. BENDORF 

PAGE 2 

The bird was very alert and turned its head around regularly (looking for 
Mississippi?) but was otherwise quite still. A few chickadees and a N. 
Oriole briefly stopped by and scolded the bird but it paid no attention. 

As I alternately looked at the bird and worked on my notes, it suddenly 

took off and wheeled away and disappeared: Thus, I had a very brief 
glance of the bird in flight and all I saw was a broad fanned tail with 

about 3 light narrow bands against a background of darker color; and a 
relatively narrow, crooked type wing shape with fanned out finger-like 
primary tips and much shorter first primary. (I was glad I managed to look 
for this shorter primary because I had read the night before this was a 

good mark). 

I didn't see where the bird went and didn't chase it. I waited a few min- 

utes to see if it would get up and fly around but didn't see it again. 

I estimated that I was initially about 75 feet away and then was able to 
slowly walk within maybe 60 feet of the sitting bird. 

Discussion: 

I have seen adult Mississippi Kites in Kansas, but not nearly as well as 
this bird. The patchy feathering on the breast and back and the banded 
tail apparently make this a subadult bird; otherwise it looked like an 

adult. 

j , 7 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 5-09 

What species? My $6,;66, 281 Kite How many? 2. 
oe , 

Location? Dudlg CON Lake AVreunu, North of Urn ton 3 

Type of habitat? Marian Wood land NAT Cedar Brdec o by a pond a 

) ' Clase 46 s 

When? date(s): June a 1D 59 — time: 7 // so te SAI sD em °C ” Duy dagen 

Who?your name and address: Beth ro &@ sf ho ld 4 Zi Soom b Lowe" 

others with you: Faw))i's lJar ‘oe . 
Ps q seston fraesahna)/dt SHe Ve Dhnsmere JIM Sinclar 

others before or after you: foes aE lose Arm strong _Car) Bendor ¢ 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

™ husband Car) » DT saw one kite Jane 7, bat Phone rvs vl bund Aux 

Af be, G long wait near the pond © caai hi pap alder form of a bird 

larger than a Kock Live Fhyng ever the pond 4 7 thy landing on the back sd 
ata teau;/y jeafed tree, After seare hing we teand it perched on adéead +#ree 

bout Is feat from us,» sadden/ Sau <% birds i'n thi's treespardiall. 

Nirdden b leaves, We Coald see the I'gh # Gray bodies & heads with darker 

~~ WIGS, backs ¢ Tails, syuared- of F ta,/s, TAS underparts Were 

lstchy Gray buten the back 4 Sidag Were oval white patches, 
A black Shar My hooked Dll 7 FeSwarGIb rowsn iris of the 6Yes, Once 
one fanned its’ dail showrna 3% light Fara bands on the brown under ty 
— sibs Hig Flees then, faleon- shaped wi Pf) grace Fa | Sun f 
{ 2 ' - 

ibe eens i) a peg load Clear “Kee -ee” while the Perched | ds pe Ef) they were bothin the air, y)'ng to a. 
dead 4, CE Across the ond yy | | 

¥ the Silent ¢ av a ihe ited ee So COLE SS LNTI7 ie ) 3 , ie & dy, + The bands onthe tail Cashich re aol pease By Ne cols rahs ay 

Similar species and how eliminated: Geteyyysn ed Pe tgs ibis Efi h+ téo)) Wwe 

~ Much whites Lor th greater Contrast between Wings * boy. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? ~2d 

If yes, explain: es | 

Viewing. conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Clead day) - /S-faet 4 war at clasest Yange To joo yards la ter 

Binoculars, IV; kon FX Bo: P y 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Z J\avé Seen Miss) ss,;pyp, agi 

fuiice her, v guite a few Black- shes dered Fit —o eis Kites 
Ch rks Hawks” and References_and persons consulted before writing description: 

other held gGusdes. — | 

How long before field notes made? ad¢ once this form completed? JUNC r 1459 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ¥9-(5 

What species? P¢syvIIVAYY kLV7E How many? =< (Suaaoire 77 

Location? wAHWk Daoilon AeLA vC02T oF ChaTow 

Type of habitat? *£<VYM@40 //4900LAVIO AWD Pond 

When? date(s): & uwe /7FF time: /2°304Y7 to /.2°So PO 

Who?your name and address: Ji) (ULLER 6 Lontiiihe, Lariat, CPtC Lplia CT¢ 

others with you: CANDY Shit ST 

others before or after you: SII OLP 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. , 

Joe QVeOl le&hE PEEKED WW A 2&AD FREE AT BORDER 2K Loug 

DE two OCTHt CTHE LWwhS AA SWE Ulla. THE GEdELAL S/ZE was 

F Gal AMECEK TRY A WE? CH Sin viay StAaelt&re JAY A Ckew, 3 , “4 as 
ep THE Five bea! CIEE Abou r THE Jom SVZE: On B°7W Prey 

Nt VsiELE) THE Lites NPPENCLD Fo BE JHE SIWE LERLH 0S 

ZACN OCFTMER 
—pyreet S Simla Sel BON BIRDS! HEAD LAS EvVEWEY Reine ED Ef - 
tas FLAT on Tee: Coloe LAS LIGHT LRAD tvl7 BLACK ANkouwva Ay pi 

“ay 0k Exe [Witt lept 20) B/L WAS DARKE Awe EUITE Sf@7 wo 

pee LiltiTE SPITS Whtthl WEhé VERY pi eAkee Gu7 Atle Bho 

ptr! tN tn WE 77702E SUrByeE: 7AVL Ano PRIMARIES WEE DARE 
JERE CRAWVEZE: 

plu. KELL CIEE Ld EF - . 

s LD wer i F WwlE oF bit) $A /Cl/
NPAL SDE pPIONST CA TomE LLCEMIT 2LI. 

A pelea t SPALLTANG GRA
Z: Lint BANG Leet d B

ES EED YO “np Ze~ 

> 40 

Phat Faeries SIDE tlle! -LghAIT 6 BE47 [AAA 
LXE AALAT TRA ALE 

‘Ba Talr ABE fPaIpARS ES: DiS Qf /LEMWAWD LRELED BEES Y 
WHE § BO ~8F BLUE Nib CAME CUR ZW FLIOCMT | FAVL tent ALAN ED 
Ano NA PAOD MENT BLA x bUMITE BCA LE Lo) TY! Téemwt BAD Ate 

YTWE ty) DEST OPmtd° JHE LOWES WAE RITE PYLTED YI fDi GY 
Similar — and how ia ry eis Secs Oe — 

Oa fat aed Ir (‘Khe then TWELE ExaS ; Bitten endl — , EVE 

OAMprwe., FYE colk Ath QIFKEA. 
Did any one disagree 5° Fave reservations about identification? xo 

If yes, explain: 
— 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
PNCILGY cece DY ~K ofkINe WY FONE 0P-235a GHteAr 

- BHSVNECL FyYS3E Bweceiwes 

~ Kou? TSH Yo 2©x-GoK. Beowm Stove 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
MAvé Sétn sn Leloenge Pwo Nv 2ewvA—- 
References and persons consulted before writing description: 
MAWE ~ftLO BLhiDQE And WATL. Clo : 

How long before field notes made? ,wme2-77e_ this form completed? 7 KOceeZ” 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Missi SSIPpi 4 che (Tetinia. ovis se ippiensisoM many? hn 
ry 

Location? ear Vinton Lowe 

§9-/9 

Type of habitat? large pond bordered by deciduous Weed land 

When? date(s): & Uune (989 time; 2O mutes around |2/ 30 p.m. 

Who?your name and address: Randy Pink ston 308 Renalds, Lewa Cid 522 245 

. eee 
others with you: ae uf i 

others before or after you: Several, known +c Jim 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, Shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
ee legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Observed Perched ia tell dead tree at edge 2 of pend, me bird /2-1¢ 
feet above the cther, O/te of a large Cooper’s Hawk . Round-headed, 
no 7 ) Short-tailed, pill » Tiny, black, Black "“mask’ around 

remainder of head UTight gray - Underparts alse light joa 
excel fer Some light brownish - yay ones along the Upper —postersor 
Sides and flanks, Mantle und Upper wings cdark sla fe- ae with 
vind 5 eet, whe e d SS mM 

ragtials als. banat en 2 sa — Sidle ected Seoed 

jp a a Lower ‘Cord Diced tail while tne. at ome point, ea 3 narrow White bands and 4. r 
Adark~brown uds Cine), terminal band. Win -hips also dark brownish. beqs 5f-fee + oran a : " The u bird 

Pper Ve tock fly ht when “Len 
circled fcow and landeel : — fight tne) pre ri fend, 

C: & Con 

tail dd 2 beld white Pe 

, , ; a am, Durin 
K jaa printed win Ss dark, greg J, below) § Sen cl 

Ac endum? Be th birds were Haibane 
s L mark { me 

bird wes perhaps slighth Sitattley, I éd and sized altneush the lower 
mo udgecl 

Similar species and how eliminated: ae i it ail them to be Sub- adult, (PG earet 
a Kite has = tail In af/ a es, alse black shoulders M, Harrier 

Falees ‘oe jong, pointed wings ac is never fy ht gra ‘over head ancl iol bases 
Did sd one disagree or have reservations abou ntification? no 

If yes, explain: 
ee ey 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
Party chudy /senag skies at approx, Zoo yds. 

Zeiss [Ox 40 and Kowa 20-50 Ste p ae 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: just moved to Iowa City from 

pag, rd eer of @astern 
Texas’ where Rg have Ob Serv eulf Species Qbeve MhumerocdS Tin 

cver 

e ferdhicéesiid persons consulted before writing description: Fetersun Hawk Cusde_ 

How long before field notes made? 7-8 hrs, this form completed? Same— 

ee 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



* 
» 

DOCUMENTATION FORM 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in ‘lowa ¥ 9] 4 

What species? — 47 AS A fC ( yp te. 7 __ How many? 2 

Location? i, Par A oor Whrte UW. Beu ve. / ba tA. 

Type of Habitat? Kk t — fo vere T Ut ¢ id Chauue/ (Pe ids 

sacs angi 

CP- 
Who? your name and address: [~@-tC1- G verters CH eo Site Cle (lqu 5 (ud Ur veu your hxj 

When? date(s): ¥Juue, (F# 9 an, HMM? A AOTR ng BBO fst 

Others with you: 1 Yoo Ce t~ S is CuIus 
We 

Others before or after you: Steve Pusmore, Tim Futler- WA. of. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eve, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. Swallish nauk, aap Dies ac Mire eee + Co idee psd se e 

u at “UA ee LL vA ' 

Sytl 2 ae ly + See | A 7 s bef Ae 2 vie 2 + wh CAs Cavrag , 0, ras 

; mecd ba im & re ae beve. exte f- lees Li¢ livre (“A Pe Vea de jf Plu waar 1 a 7 ig ma ’ / t | . 
wit deck ved jutrout ptepes. prom be/ou te, by 

r 3 

Has gy rita ZBublete pars, be 
+4 e ire AG cl (re , Nuun Ug Coverl 9, Zia 7 i! ‘- . “2 >. ot 

Le sag seek x Prey Cee 5 a 7 

WA? | A tau = res | Fom < Drowuish 

she tue bits not 

Zvact (c. The jame SUtS f 
; ( t ie fy it : ~ 

Vern eS Yer C45 au fe as 

y / i fb Oval uy 21 Me vet 
. e ° 

° e 

-— i fi ee a e . , 4 ae j 

Similar apeener how oe. / PZ - MK avee 7 Cul 
~ Ue ed l Ave er! © & 's icthed - 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? (© If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured ), optical equipment. "4 at ly Cloud Le, Fen a brve | Oho wot betiud ye eee DirHhs iat light as cleve 25 FO, (OL<YO Tess biaoc s- = 
ia ‘ 

Zen Pore 3 Pelt e sevtval Yi) me Previous oe with species and similar ones: pave ? P 7 : Mato . 2 Ie Ok lakouet Yausus, Lr (Fe oboe, a bout BOO 14 wii grat ie t 

References and ‘persons consulted before writing description: ( bos i al cee v Cle Ar Wheelert bce, p view “| © 2 hee ruartte, 
uj rhe 

How long before field notes made? 2iurr> this form completed? ra I vs 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).



¥ 9-19 

Record No. 3 | Documentation - Iowa Bird _| 
4 Ltr Code NGS-186 / G-68/ PE-150 / PWpl-17 / AMG(1)-222 / BH-220 

| First Name | Mississippi | Notes 

. We walked back along power line easement through 

Last Name | Kite | dense woods to edge of pond, near Vinton. 

| Sci Name | Ictinia mississippiensis | 

How many? | 2 | | Date | 6/9/89 | 3 

| City | || St/Prov | 1A | 

| Co.} Benton =| | Nation| USA 

| Place Code Ee | | 

Hab. Code P | Pond | 

| St. Life List | Yes | N.A. Life List | Yes | Flag 1 | Yes | | Flag 2 

Observer: Diane Porter, 908 East Briggs Ave., Fairfield, [A 52556, (515) 472-7256 

Type of Habitat: Extensive mature, dense woods, with a pond well back from highway. I glimpsed two birds fly at 
tree-top height across the cleared line where a power line runs. I had a fleeting look at one bird swooping low over 

the pond and up into the trees. I watched one bird fly overhead for about one or two minutes. 

Time: Between 4: 35 P.M. and 5:30 P.M. I saw one or two birds several times. 

Other observers: Many observers reported the bird before me. Anne Barker had seen it at 9 A.M., just before I 

came back for a second look on 6/10/89. I spent the day, till 5 P.M. without seeing it again. 

Description (The parts in quotes are copied directly from notes made at time of observation and instantly afterwards. 
Unquoted parts were added from memory 7 weeks later.) "Against the sky, merely an agile, graceful, shifting-angled 
silhouette." I particularly watched to observe its manner of flying, and "[T NEVER FLAPS, so I cannot describe 

wingbeat." It flew very actively, changing its direction constantly, like a swift does, but it looked very different, 
because it was such a big bird, and because it did not flap its wings. It used its long tail and shifted the weight of 
the body to steer, I thought. "Narrow wings, long, tapered at tips, OUTSIDE DIGIT EXTREMELY SHORT." 
(This short outer digit was very conspicuous as the bird flew against the sky.) "Long narrow tail, widening at end." 

Outside edges of tail were slightly convex, giving tail a distinctly flared appearance. "Wings sometimes held in a 

dramatic crook," quite unlike illustrations in any of my field guides. I could not see any color or pattern against the 

sky, so I can't say whether immature or adult. 

Similar species; how eliminated: Swallow-tailed kite has deeply forked tail, and this didn't. Peregrine falcon’s tail is 

broader at base, not wasp-waisted like this one. Narrow, tapered, pointed wings, especially with short outer digit, 

rule out other raptors. Stee 

Previous experience with species and similar ones. My first Mississippi kite. I am familiar with black-shouldered 

kites from living in Santa Barbara, California. 

References consulted before writing description: NGS, Peterson Hawks, Hawks in Flight, Audubon Master Guide 

studied before going to see the bird. None consulted between viewing bird and writing quoted portions of this 

description. Audubon MG consulted before typing up this report on 8/1/89. 


