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Conrads, D. J., M. Phelps, and T. H. Kent. 1989. Mississippi
Kite at Dudfgeon Lake. IBL 59:118-120.
VOTE: 7 A-P

A-P. Photos leave little doubt and descriptions are also
conclusive.

A-P. Generally excellent documentations.

A-P. Photos and descriptions clearly indicate both were
subadult Mississippi Kites.

A-P. All descriptions consistent for this species and with
each other. Photos diagnostic.

A-P. Photos confirm and document ID.
SENT TO: Mark and Beth Proescholdt, Box 65, Liscomb, IA 50148;
Randy Pinkston, 308 Ronalds, Iowa City, IA 52245; Jim Fuller, 6
Longview Knoll, RR 6, Iowa City, IA 52240; Peter Petersen, 235
McClellen Blvd., Davenport, IA 52803; Diane Porter, 908 East
Briggs, Fairfield, IA 52556.[9/28/89)]



MISSISSIPPI KITE AT DUDGEON LAKE
DAVID |. CONRADS, MARC PHELPS, THOMAS H. KENT

At 505 p.m. on 5 June 1989, Conrads and Phelps
observed a gray raptor about the size of a small crow
perched about 10 m up in a snag above a backwater
slough in a floodplain forest on the Dudgeon Lake Game
Area, Benton County. Their first assumption was that it
was a Mississippi Kite. It was observed for approximately 10 minutes from a
distance of 20 m with binoculars. Marc took several photographs as it sat
facing the camera. The bird was completely gray underneath without
markings. The tail was square-ended and had three dark bands on the
underside. There appeared to be a black mask around the eyes, and its eyes
were a brilliant orange-red. When approached for a closer photograph, it
flew to the west. The absence of black shoulders and a white tail eliminated
Black-shouldered Kite. The bird's silhouette in flight revealed pointed wings,
quite similar to a falcon, but its body was slimmer and flight more buoyant
than a falcon. It did not return that evening. Upon returning to the Benton
County Conservation Office, using Clark and Wheeler (1987), the bird was
identified as a subadult Mississippi Kite.

On 6 June at about 2:00 p.m., the authors found the bird again and noted
the kite-like flight as it remained on the wing hunting insects for more than
an hour. It sailed most of the time and was observed from about 50-400 m.
The tail was square when not fanned, somewhat curved when fanned, and
had four to six fine white bars on the underside. From above, the primaries
were black and the rest of the underwing gray. The body appeared dark to
gray, lighter toward the head. At one point we saw two kite-like birds, but
could not make a positive identification of both. The kite had also been ob-
served that morning by several others. Conrads and Phelps were unable to
find the bird again on 7 June at about 7:00 p.m., but on 8 June two birds were
found by Jim Fuller and Jim Scheib and photographed. The last sighting was
on 9 June.

The Mississippi Kite occurred in lowa before 1900 and was probably ca-
sual (Dinsmore et al. 1984). Although there have been three reported sight-
ings since 1900 (Dinsmore et al. 1984), the only one besides the current
record that has been accepted by the Records Committee is from 29 May
1978 at Cardinal Marsh, Winneshiek County (Kent and Silcock 1984).

In the 1950s, this species began to recover from a population decline that
had occurred in the late 1800s (Parker and Ogden 1979). Since the 1950s
there has been a steady increase in extralimital sightings of Mississippi Kite
(map). The greatest number of northward strays are subadults found in mid-
May through June with a much smaller fall peak in September. Mississippi
Kites migrate to southern South America in winter. Winter records cited
include a in Texas and one in the Florida Keys. There are February records
from North and South Carolina. The early extralimital records are from
Nevada in March and California and New Hampshire in early April. Two
late October records are from New Jersy and Minnesota.

118 lowa Bird Life, Fall 1989
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The pattern of vagrancy involves the East Coast, the Midwest, and
California (map). lowa represents a relatively blank spot in the. Midwest,
suggesting the possibility that this species has been overlooked. Spring and
fall sightings in southeast Nebraska now make the species regular there.
Several of these sighting have been just across the river from lowa.

The sighting at Dudgeon Lake is typical in that the birds were subadult,
they were found in early June, and they spent their time kiting over or sitting
silently in riparian woodland. The most likely spots for future sightings
would seem to be along rivers in southwest and eastern lowa.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa
What species? MI5SISS PP K\';Q How many? (
Location? DM&Q@_OV\ éa/(@. :?:ﬁe& — M of Uinten — (Ben‘fﬁ"n @r)
3
Type of habitat? RiveclssHem woods alevy Cedav Rivex with pond end power ling
When? date(s): STuwne é); )‘?8? time: 1613'2:': to 1?1‘;—5;’: '——_u‘:meﬁgﬂffscu
Who?your name and address: [‘?&VK ?Y‘C&Sdmu’t RBeX b5 (lscevib, Towa. 5OIYS
others with you: Steve DNwswove Ehgrevx&cw.cl Ebise Awné-fm\ﬂ._@, Tiwm Siwmchi
others before or after you: Dave Gwads RBeth Roesclald Phyllis Harns Gel Bondert™

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Steve and 1= wilked 4o He power e + 4o +he o
Heve abeve ug was Has beawlﬁiii( bivd | Tk?:cv&fziqad boed m Qa'nci
ligwt N&SL wead amd oo Slurplg weoked bill. T baeK was o g‘vag{sl\-—kx—owa‘h
colox Hhat wes metfled with white Fletehes. Tt5 blackish~brownish Hail on +he

dop side wis wotched . The andevside of He e\ wes barred which showed
hon Hhe bicd Flew, Tt Wad white undectall coverts, T was melting indo

adult plage. ks breast wos gvaqish. T4 had yelbvish et whem
viewed CbS'elj, + \,u_.l ac 59_”awi§’:\ “iw axound (< eye with o davk s
1t wae flcon —shaped w £light amd had & gacefidl Flight =+ Llaw

owce with a Red-sSheuideved Hul awd wase swmaller i siqe 1w Flight
Hhom the Hawl, ot ?)ewﬁlrw.cl e dead trees o bave, dead bvenches

Tt slayed <lose o +He (POMA mos+ of fthe +wme. I+ was vevy
unoefkaid amd lawded just oveyr owe heads owmce .

Similar species and how eliminated: '
there veally ave wo Similer gpecies. An adult Rlack —Show ldeved Kite

(6 vexy dishnchve and +he iwwmatwe dees vot have o baxved ail.

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Ao

If yes, explain: i

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Wwith Steve => Meghly cloudy, 5D uaxds away iw o 50 ‘Hall tree . lfater ve wera
36 yds. awex + bivd Lo iw o tree uo'—gfg‘ highe +w ﬂ;gld-_.:r 70 —k0 yds, Uiy e

i 05 50’ hifh amd we weve 50-60 ye : i
nga;«w £ :im-—» g, FIL %ﬁmﬁf hid 23x Scope and F had €x3B Bivecs.
If"rekus”exﬁémence Wit specfes“an similar ones:

Have geenm MI5S. )({+€$ tw Kamsa s — & numbex of Them ,

References and persons consulted before writing description: .
R.T. Petevgens feld qude, Iéa E;n;‘ Bh—‘is 0413 gJ.&w\ew-Pcct, Mot g, freld quide
How long before field notes made? wwile Liewinq this form completed? Tuly 7. 1984
ue bhirvd S
MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

SpecissT™Mississippi Kite

How Many?1l sub—adult )

Location¥along the Cedar K. north of Vinton and adjacent to Dudgeon L.
W. A

Habitat?perched in dead snags in mature bottomland forest

Date?sd Jun 1989
Time?b5: 33~7:145 a.m.
Observers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore 4024 arkansas Dr. Aames

Others who saw bird:Dave Caonrads, Mark Froescholdt, m.ob.

Description of bird:When first sighted, the bird was perched about
G0=60 feet up in a dead snag. The head was pearl gray except for a
darker mask that included the eye. The bill was dark, strongly hooked,
and very stubby. The eye was vellow, iris dark. The mantle was
slightly darker than the head with numerous whitish or beige patches
scattered throughout. The mantle appeared to have a brownish rather
than grayish cast to it. The wings were also dark gray with darker
primaries. The tail was long and appeared dark when the bhird was
perched. The underparts were dull gray and contrasted with whiter
undertail coverts., The legs were vellowish. The size of the bird was
hard to determine, but it appeared to be about crow-sized.

Finally, at about &:30 a.m., the kite flew to the southwest and
landed in another snag. In +light, the wings wers very lang, narrow,
and pointed. The underside of the wing appearsd dark. The upperwing
was dark gray with contrasting black primaries. In flight, the long
tail was seen to have 3 or 4 lighter bands on an otherwise dark bhrown
tail. While in flight, the kite would mostly glide, but occasionally
flapped its’ wings, reminiscent of a harrier. Based on the plumage and
yeliow eye, the bird was identified as a subadult Mississippi Hite.

Similar species and how eliminated:The size, wing shape, dark mask,
panded tail, and contrasting darker primaries eliminates other
raptors, especially Black-shouldered Kite.

Viewing conditions and equipment:Viewing conditions were excellent:
with the sun mostly behind us. Estimated viewing distance was 20 vards
at the closest. I used Buschnell 7x¢35 binoculars and & Buschnell
20=-45n spotting scops.

-—

Previous experience with species:] have seen Mississippi EHites in
Fansas and Florida, but have no exdperience with Black-shouldered Kite.

References consulled:NGS Field Buide_to_the Birds_of _North America

B e et BT AP . AP R P . 5 S LS S et

How long before field notes were madePwhile watching bird

-

How long befors this form was completed?? davs
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DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING

Mississippi Kite (1 subadult), 6 June 1989, Dudgeon L., Benton Co., IA

Observer: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA 52246

Other observers: with Marc Phelps, Dave Conrads, Steve Poe

Time: 2:00-3:30 p.m.

Habitat: wooded river bottom with backwater sloughs

Description: The bird was found last night at 5 p.m. by Conrads and Phelps on
a dead tree and photographed. About 15 minutes after arriving in the area,
Phelps and I spotted the bird flying. Over the next one and a half hours
we saw the bird about eight times for 1 to 10 minutes flying over the
slough and woods. We never saw it land. The bird was larger than a
kestrel, perhaps as long a wing span as a Red-shouldered Hawk, certainly
longer than a crow. The long bent, pointed wings, long narrow tail, slim
body and sailing flight made it easy to spot. It was seen from 1/4 mile to
about 15@ ft. directly overhead. It sailed most of the time using the
moderate south wind, but flapped some when changing directions. The tail
was fanned at times. The tail was square when not fanned, mildly curved
when fanned. The upper parts were a medium brown except for black
primaries and a darker tail. Several narrow white bars were seen on the
upper surface of the tail when the bird was Tow and banked against the
trees. Most of the time the under surface of the wing appeared dark and
nondescript with lighter brown wing coverts. Later, in good Tight the
primaries could be seen to be black and the rest of the underwing gray.
There was a smudged white mark between the primaries and secondaries that
ran parallel to the body. The under side of the tail had four to six fine
white bars that were more distinct and easier to see than those on the
upper surface. The under tail coverts appeared lighter at some angles. The
body appeared dark to gray and lighter toward the head. The head was a
soft gray, lighter on the crown. We saw a dark mark through the eye. The
bi11l was small, dark and hooked. At times the bird held its legs down as
if grasping something. It may have been catching insects.

Song: not heard

Behavior: as above

Conditions: Most often seen sailing over the horizon, but circled over us on
several occasions and once flew low at about 75 yards against the trees.
Sunny with contrasty 1ighting when over head and at a distance. 1@x
binoculars.

Similar species: Pointed wings and long square tail exclude buteos and
accipiters. S1im body and sailing behavior typical of kite rather than a
falcon. Markings not that of any falcon. Square tail excludes Swallow-
tailed Kite. Lack of white tail and black shoulder excludes Black-
shouldered Kite.

Agreement: yes

Previous experience: Have seen-adults in Kansas and Arizona

References/time used Looked at NG field guide before leaving home and after
initial viewing.: =

Time of notes/typed: Notes taken during observation; typed 4 hours later.
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MISSISSIPPI KITE Carl J. Bendorf
825 7th Ave.
7 June 1989 Iowa City, IA 52240

8:15 to 8:25 AM
Benton County, Iowa
ca. 1 mi. n. Vinton

I arrived (alone) at 8 AM and walked about 300 yards west from highway 150
along a power line cut through mature deciduous woodland (river bottom near
Cedar River). At this point there is a medium size pond and a clearing.
After about 10 minutes of poking around the edge of the pond trying to get
oriented, I realized the bird was sitting right above me in a bare tree. I
don't know whether it was there all the time or if I just happened to be
below its favorite roost when it came in unnoticed. I was looking north and
the bird was facing me; the sky was clear and the bird was sitting in the
full morning sun coming over my right shoulder. With my 10x Zeiss binocu-
lars, I studied the bird for about 10 minutes before it suddenly took off
and I quickly lost sight of it. I took notes (copy attached) as I watched
the bird and wrote the following based on them about 3 hours later:

Slim gray hawk, perhaps the overall size of a Broadwing, but more slender.
The top of the head and upper back was a very light pearly gray; the wings
and back were a contrasting darker gray. I couldn't see the upper tail
surface or the lower back from my angle. There appeared to be a few chest-
nut or brown feathers in the scapular area, and also a few scattered whit-
ish feathers on the back and wings.

The bill was dark, quite short, and hooked. The pupil of the eye was dark
and the iris appeared brown; there was some black feathering immediately
around the eye and also in front of the eye to the base of the bill. The
head was generally rounded and the eye (with the black feathering)
appeared relatively large.

The breast was a medium gray (darker than the top of the head but lighter
than the wings) and was relatively uniform in color except for some dis-
tinct white and also some darker gray or brownish feathers. The crissum
area was uniform color but was lighter than the breast. The legs and feet
were yellowish.

I would see the underside of the tail quite well and it was a dark gray
brown with 2 distinctly lighter patches or bands subterminally (see
sketch). The tail seemed to broaden a bit at the tip and was very slightly
rounded. As shown in my crude sketch, these patches didn't seem to go all
the way across the tail but were sort of confined to the middle third of
the tail. I assume this was a function somehow of how the tail feathers
are folded when the tail is not fanned out.

I could clearly see both wingtips extend past the end of the tail perhaps
1/2 inch as the bird faced me. From my view, the wingtips showing beyond
the tip of the tail reminded me of photos of a Parasitic Jaegers can look
with their small pointed central tail feathers.
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MISSISSIPPI KITE ) CARL J. BENDORF
PAGE 2

The bird was very alert and turned its head around regularly (looking for
Mississippi?) but was otherwise quite still. A few chickadees and a N.
Oriole briefly stopped by and scolded the bird but it paid no attention.

As I alternately looked at the bird and worked on my notes, it suddenly
took off and wheeled away and disappeared. Thus, I had a very brief

glance of the bird in flight and all I saw was a broad fanned tail with
about 3 light narrow bands against a background of darker color; and a
relatively narrow, crooked type wing shape with fanned out finger-like
primary tips and much shorter first primary. (I was glad I managed to look
for this shorter primary because I had read the night before this was a
good mark).

I didn't see where the bird went and didn't chase it. I waited a few min-
utes to see if it would get up and fly around but didn't see it again.

I estimated that I was initially about 75 feet away and then was able to
slowly walk within maybe 60 feet of the sitting bird.

Discussion:

I have seen adult Mississippi Kites in Kansas, but not nearly as well as
this bird. The patchy feathering on the breast and back and the banded
tail apparently make this a subadult bird; otherwise it looked like an
adult.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ?7-'11

What species? ”7!' 55,55, PPy %71 e, How many? Z__
77
Location? Judlgeon Lake area . Nor7h of Vinton
&
Type of habitat? r‘!par‘i'On U@&CJ /&ﬂ.;l nNeay CQCJC\Y' R‘J&r‘ <+ bl) a pdnd‘, o

" Close fo
When? date(s): June 5; /1989  time: 2]’ S‘gM to /20 f’/‘?osd 5 pé}‘,ﬁ?ﬁf

Who?your name and address: g&%h ?Y‘C £ S /\O )d ‘} i SCdmé, foaﬁ(

others with you: %L\)}.'S /—)dr rys . )
7 ark Preesc ho)d?, =7eve Unsmare Jim Sinclasr

others before or after you: a or f

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
hus band Lar) + T saw one kite June 7, bu+ Phg}},‘s Mayris » L BusrdAwe

M
AP’}-er a Iomj wai+ near +he pond I’saw@ggf@m’?‘glﬁ%nﬁ&rm of a pird

/arger Fhan a4 Rock Dive Flying sver +he pond 4 ?ren tIy Janding on+the back s/d:
ot a heav,ly Jeafed tree, After sedrc Afn:j we and /+ per‘che on a dead Free

@ pout 1§ feet Crom us, s saddenly saw 2 birds ' +hr's %ree.j,’f?;mba!/y
hidden b}| eaves, We Goald see +he "‘?472 qﬂtj bodies o heads wi+h darker
gbt}dﬂ* 1”'095; backs o fy‘a,’/g) scfadrco(—off ta, /s, Thé ur)derpar:fs Were
otehy graq, bat on +the back + sides, were oval white patches,
A black. Shar y hooked bill < M)bmw“ ivis of the efes, Once
one fanped i+s’4ail showina 3 (fgh#- Hhin bands en the brown UNTE o,
T{)E. /)a's’f)er férC}?eal bird C/ew ‘/‘ﬁenJ -pa/con-g}ldﬁec} “Jlf!/'! 9}’“4667621{ Swi'f
Cf’;l rcle s over ‘f'/‘)e’./c?a/}a’ Ca//f'nj load clear "Kee -ce” while +he perched
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Did any one disagree or have r'es_e[vations about identification? 72

If yes, explain: -
Viewing conditions: give Tighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Cleady day - /4 feed &"Mﬂ at ¢lssest vange o /‘w_‘/drC/'SJQ"LeP
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MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMEZNTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa Ve "H

What species? 2/ SS/IS7P22) xi7¥ How many? =< ﬁtfdw{/&ﬁ"

Location? wése Disifor AeE4 re2ly o [InJow

Type of habitat? P804 S 00DLAN LD D Por s

When? date(s): J Jn& /TF? time: /R 3077 to r2/'So L7

—_ —
Who?your name and address: ~///27 /‘JMZ&'{ & Rowéeyboy Msnry LPHE ot (o7

others with you: Ao S S 7o

others before or after you: 2085

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Similar species and how eliminated: .
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? o

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give 1ighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
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MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa
What species? M"SS'I' SS‘I-pr. Kf‘/ié?&ﬁmh, mr'ss.-'s:-;fpiensﬂ)LW many? 2. :’47

Location? i1¢ar an"f“c‘n LTowa

Type of habitat? /‘”‘g@- pond bordersd bj/ Adeciduous  wveod fand
When? date(s): & -J-,m(;, [98Q time: 20 mr'nu.f-eta around Jzrze p.m,

Who?your name and address:__Randy Pink S+m/ 308 Ronalds. Tewn Cify 52245
!' -,]

others with you: im FLL'. ey

others before or after you: Sew.ra.[. knewn ¢ me

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
Kaﬂ, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? no )

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
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How long before field notes made? 7-¥ hrs. this form completed? Same_

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240
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Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye,
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? ! C
If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give hgh:mg. d.'sta.uce (how measured), optical equipment. f  of by € /‘-“ww; Ferin
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Record No. 3 [ Documentation - Iowa Bird |
4 Ltr Code | MIKI | NGS 186/ G-68/ PE-150/ PWpl-17 / AMG(1)-222 / BH-220
[ First Name | Mississippi | Notes
. We walked back along power line easement through
| Last Name |Kite | | dense woods to edge of pond, near Vinton.

| Sci Name | Ictinia mississippiensis

| How many? [ 2 l [ Date [ 6/9/89 J

[7City| | | St/Prov [1a]

l Co. I Benton ] INation[ USA ]

| Place Code I [ I

[ Hab. Code | P Pond

I St. Life List [Yes] | N.A. Life List IY@ [ Flag 1 [Y&s] [ Flag 2

Observer: Diane Porter, 908 East Briggs Ave., Fairfield, IA 52556, (515) 472-7256

Type of Habitat: Extensive mature, dense woods, with a pond well back from highway. I glimpsed two birds fly at
tree-top height across the cleared line where a power line runs. I had a fleeting look at one bird swooping low over
the pond and up into the trees. I watched one bird fly overhead for about one or two minutes.

Time: Between 4: 35 P.M. and 5:30 P.M. I saw one or two birds several times.

Other observers: Many observers reported the bird before me. Anne Barker had seen it at 9 A.M.,, just before I
came back for a second look on 6/10/89. I spent the day, till 5 P.M. without seeing it again.

Description (The parts in quotes are copied directly from notes made at time of observation and instantly afterwards.
Unquoted parts were added from memory 7 weeks later.) "Against the sky, merely an agile, graceful, shifting-angled
silhouette." I particularly watched to observe its manner of flying, and "IT NEVER FLAPS, so I cannot describe
wingbeat." It flew very actively, changing its direction constantly, like a swift does, but it looked very different,
because it was such a big bird, and because it did not flap its wings. It used its long tail and shifted the weight of
the body to steer, I thought. "Narrow wings, long, tapered at tips, OUTSIDE DIGIT EXTREMELY SHORT."
(This short outer digit was very conspicuous as the bird flew against the sky.) "Long narrow tail, widening at end."
Outside edges of tail were slightly convex, giving tail a distinctly flared appearance. "Wings sometimes held in a
dramatic crook," quite unlike illustrations in any of my field guides. I could not see any color or pattern against the
sky, so I can't say whether immature or adult.

Similar species; how eliminated: Swallow-tailed kite has deeply forked tail, and this didn't. Peregrine falcon's tail is
broader at base, not wasp-waisted like this one. Narrow, tapered, pointed wings, especially with short outer digit,
rule out other raptors. -

Previous experience with species and similar ones. My first Mississippi kite. I am familiar with black-shouldered
kites from living in Santa Barbara, California.

References consulted before writing description: NGS, Peterson Hawks, Hawks in Flight, Audubon Master Guide
studied before going to see the bird. None consulted between viewing bird and writing quoted portions of this
description. Audubon MG consulted before typing up this report on 8/1/89.



