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A-D, Sighting was very brief, and details lacking, but overall jizz and description given appears
adequate for this species.

A-D, | saw too, briefly -- too briefly to document.

A-D, Although the time of observation was short, details are sufficient for identification. A
couple of us even came up with the same (albeit tentative) ID with no details in about a one second
sighting!

A-D, Pinkston documentation diagnostically describes this gray falcon-shaped bird.

A-D, Excellent descriptions both observers. Pinkston familiar with species.
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Details on adult Mississippi Kite, Ictinia mississippiensis

Date: May 22, 1994 Time: 07:50
Location: ''Peterson Pits" Mine Reclamation Area, Story County, Iowa
Other Observers: Daniel Pinkston, Mark Proescholdt, several others

Description:
The bird was initially spotted by Mark Proescholdt. I had a brief
(v 5-10 second) look at it as it sailed away from us at ~v 100+ meters.
Medium-sized slender raptor with very long pointed wings and long
squared tail. Larger than kestrel. Smaller than harrier. Long
wings were held straight out from body like planks. Brief view in
bright sunlight revealed solid dark slate-gray body, underwings,
and tail. I did not see its dorsal surface. Head was very round

and pale gray in color, appeared whitish by contrast to rest of
the bird.

Behavior: 1Its flight was typically kite-like, that is, leisurely
riding updrafts on fixed wings as it sailed northward.

Conditions: Clear, calm, warm. Zeiss 10x40 binocular from 100+ meters.

Similar Species: Falcons also have pointed wingtips but wings typically
appear more sickle-shaped, less plank-like. Falcon not expected to
sail so effortlessly on fixed wings for so long. Dark slate-gray
plumage and white head seen in good light does not fit with any
North American falcon.

Previous Experience: I have observed hundreds of Mississippi Kites
as migrants and summer residents in eastern Texas since 1977.

—--Randy Pinkston
526 Reno St.
Iowa City, IA
52245-3039
Ph.(319)351-0592



