Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 07/17/93

Garganey Record Number: 91-02
11 May 1991 Classification: A-D
IPS Flyash Pits, Woodbury Co., IA

*Jerry Probst, *Bill Huser

IBL 61:90, 62:70

DOCUMENTATIONS:

Jerry Probst, 1324 S. St. Aubin, Sioux City, IA 51106

Bill Huser, 401 E. 14th St., South Sioux City, NE 68776
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 61:90

Records Committee: IBL 62:70
VOTE: 6-A-D, 1-A-E

A-E, The documentation truly fits a Garganey but I cannot
accept the bird as truly wild.

A-D, Descriptions leave no doubt as to the species but
guestion of origin remains. I am inclined to view this as a wild
bird due to the recent sighting in North Dakota (American Birds,
Fall 1990), and the fact that the bird was traveling northward
with Blue-winged Teal.

A-D, The wide white eyebrow stripe, light blue forewing
shoulder and green speculum, and Blue-winged Teal size comparison
are diagnostic of Garganey. NG fieldguide and Master Guide to
Birding site the Garganey tobe a rare to casual migrant on both
coast and accidental midwest. Because of this an the fact that
the bird was wiery and flew with the Bluewinged Teal I am voting
AD on this record.

A-D, Good descriptions, despite time between observation and
documentation. In view of the distinctiveness of this species and
an established (but rare) vagrancy to the Midwest, this seems to
be an acceptable record.

A-D, Between the two documentations and considering the
100-150 yard viewing distance, the details are convincing for
this distinctive bird. This species has a well-described vagrancy
" pattern (Spear et. al. AB 42:385-392). Records away from the East
and West Coasts are from spring (fall birds would likely go
unrecognized) with records from ALBT (4), CO (2), ID (1), IL (1),
KA (3), MAN (1), MN (1), MT (1), ND (1), OK (2), SASK (1), TN
(1), and TX (1). This species is a long-distance migrant from
Eurasia that winters from west Africa to southern Asia and can
overshoot going south to Hawaii (where some winter) and the
Pacific Coasts of North and South America. These birds presumable
winter and return with Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teal and appear
in spring with about equal frequency on the West Coast,
centrally, and on the East Coast. Asian wintering birds overshoot
in spring to the Aleutians.

A-D, Description is adequate for male Garganey even though the
long sickle shaped scapulars were not mentioned. At first I
doubted the natural occurance of this bird but after some
research in back issues of American Birds I now believe this more
than likely is a naturally occuring vagrant. Most records still
come from Alaska and the northwest and northeast coasts (where it
isn’t boldfaced in Alaska or even Hawaii anymore). A pattern of
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vagrancy was established by Am. Birds (89:881) and most recently
an invasion of this species in 1990 helps to establish its
vagrancy in this part of the country. Recent records are from MN,
KS, ND, IL and CO, all in late April or early May. This appears
to be a good record.

A-D, A great find! Details adequately eliminate other duck
species and denote this as a garganey. Range patterns would
indicate that this bird could logically be found in Iowa as a
wild bird.

REVOTE: 6 A-D, 1 A-E

A-E, A strong possibility that this is a wild bird but I can
not rule out that this was not a pen raised bird. If another
appears in Iowa soon I would accept the bird as a vagrant.

A-D, The vagrancy pattern as discussed in my review, an
supported by 2 AD’s in detail, makes the record acceptable as an
A-D not A-E.

A-D, This species is a clear-cut vagrant in my opinion. I can
provide all of the data if needed. Other records committees have
had no problem with accepting this species.

A-D, A pattern of vagrancy is well established for this
species with three states that surround Iowa having many records
in the spring. And many more records showing this pattern as you
move away from this area. There should be no doubt that this
record is a part of this vagrancy pattern and should be accepted
as a good record.

A-D, The information on vagrancy mentioned in the first round
votes indicates excellent reasons for this bird to be accepted as
a wild bird.



DOCUMENTATION FORM

For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa 9i-02
What species? GAR GANEY How many? {
Location? _ |PS FLY ASH PlTS Weoep BUR Y Co.
Type of Habitat? ©open) Poubd FLYASH S HHaR £
When? date(s): __S-|[ -4/ time: __| 3o to 200

Who? your name and address: JERKRY PErBsST L1329 5o, St Avbiv S C IA s/

Others with you: BHJ,&USQ[S , BOBLVER MORE DAVE STAGE BoP #oRI1TZ, ART AVSER.

Others before or after you: Vo ¥

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eye,
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

DAVE STACE BEGAN SCoPN& DUCAS ON SHRE, T WAS Do/Né
SKore BiRDS /N ANeTweR AREA, HE CAME BAcxk T2 TRVCKH [op BIRD Boen
AND ANNOOKCED. Ad"G-ARG-AA/E“/. WE ALt ST UP 0O0R ScoPES AWD
THERE IT WAS., PERCHED ON SHoRE WITH O7THER DUCAS “EEE3E, THE
FIRST FIELD MARK YoM WNoTICED wAS THE  BRoaD WHITE EVEBROWS o4/

THE RED -Brown NEAD. F CouLp Akso SEE THE CONTRAST. oF The BACH &MD 5/DES sy

FLAN®KCS (GRAYSWWTE) To Twe RED-PROWN HEAD NECK pwD prrow THE week
AIZEA-(BRMFP)- THE BELLY wWhs WHITE. F OBSERVERE2 7> WALk /VE pyp
IT DID NoT HavE VISIBLE BANDS oN e DARi Fgeer. IT THEN FLEW wrrhk
LIGHT BLUE FoRE WING (6H0VLDER) AND &NEEN SPECULUM. TT APPEARED TOBE THG SAME

SIZE,AS A BLUE Wiwe TEAL ON THE gAME 3HKORE,
AND SHAPE

Similar species; how eliminated: THE [LVEFROW STRIPE ELEM | NATED pLok wing- TEML
ALSO THE OTHER FIELd MARKS DIV NeT N picaTE A HY{BReED .

PIREST 5126 com Musomw w i oTwER Ducks AREA ECMWATED Al
oTHeER  DUCKS vogEBL”

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? MNo
If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured ). optical equipment.
BRicHT suwwny LIGHT winDd APROK.  /00yDs  Away

Previous experience with species and similar ones: NONE W iTW GARGANVEY
OTHCR DUcKS PReSeNT FoR 20y enrs

References and persons consulted before writing description: N Ers W

How long before field notes made? this form completed? S/o-9/
end completed form ‘to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).




DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa T
What species? (= AR GANEY How many? | male
Location? |PS- Port Neal Woodbuf‘}{ Courd:\)’ | A
Type of habitat? sandu water edqe o
e - YL 2Cter NOGAST — e wea s e
when? date(s):___5/11/q! time: to
Who?your name and address:_Bil\ Huser 4ol . 14¥ st S, Sieux Culy, Ne
7

others with you:_DDave Staqe | Terry Rrebst T2ab Livermore. At Huser
> J i Rob Meritz

others before or after you:

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

"D{s-k{nc_h{\re\j mavrked duclc r\oas£1.nj Wik DM el
Similar W size.

Mos £ s-!:r'lkn'mjlj—- a brewrusik. head < face wit a

h‘ ' . = -
br‘oacl' ar'r_lou'n.g"e\’e 5":"\}04_-’ *23102""'""-3 +a -Cw\.g e
extending snte nape, Dark AW
Per;){d'u'n. shallaw mv{'&fj ‘\tshbrcun breast conbrasted

Htk}pa":“ﬂ £ breast= Lank s

v . Flank 52
ot I g v , ,
-C(Mly I.aar-r'?cl o~ blade ewver the mentioned ba.duj round

talers.

Similar species and how eliminated: Ao other duck hbas Simibsr facral
m.,r-bnjs

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? /(A

[

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:
Direct, frental lighting est. 150yd.

32X Secape.
Previous experience with species and similar ones: A/o.ze.

References and persons consulted before writing description: yucr ,Z'-Tc/a/ Gurde
jwmedinte

How long before field notes made? 4w € only this form completed? -4« a(a.y.s
wienta | =

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240




