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Field Reports: IBL 61:91

Records Committee: IBL 62:71
VOTE: 5-A-D, 2-NA

A-D, complete and thorough details.

A-D, Good job eliminating other species despite briefness of
sightlng

A-D, Jist, the all gray underneath appearance, and a flared
squared off tail fits Mississippi Kite.

A-D, Same comments as 91-05.

NA, Shape and behavior fit. No details of plumage seen except
for p0551ble light banding on tail. Bird seen for only 10
seconds. From the evidence, I would Judge this one as "probable".

NA. The flight pattern described is very interesting but more
needs to be seen and described than a flight pattern on a bird
that was a gray or grayish color underneath. Nothing dlagnostlc
was described to make this beyond reasonable doubt a Mississippi
Kite.

A-D, I believe this is a Mississippi Kite fly-by.

REVOTE: 3 A-D, 4 NA

NA, I am reluctantly changing my vote to NA on both Kites
(Record 91-06 and 91-05). The descriptions of both birds were
very similar, as were the viewing conditions. Both were very
probably Mississippi Kites. However in the best interest of the
scientific record, and the need for undlsputed information about
the apparent increase in vagrancy and expansion in range, we
should probably take the conservative approach.

NA, The shape and jist make this a probable kite sighting.
However, the extremely short viewing time caused a lack of
detailed field marks making a certain ID call to risky.

NA, This should be classified as one that got away. I have
been fooled by nighthawks at this time of day.

NA. I think we need to be very careful about accepting short
time 51ght1ngs on marginally described birds such as this.
Nothing in the documentation conclusively describes this as a
Mississippi Kite.

A-D, I believe this is a Mississippi Kite.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa
What species? /m 55, 5‘5!‘??; A/“ f'e How many? (
Location? Ham, [Hew (ot w5t east of fmdll[(
Type of habitat? _olovd Shunk Rwer Uodler — woeded viver — opem area neax bridge
When? date(s): Moy 22 1991 time: 2. 3Spm @ uens approkimately R e s

Who?your name and address: MaxK ?Yo'éfgCL\.QHj— . BoX 65, LEstwL;L‘Euﬁ £0/48
others with you: Bﬁ’ﬂ\ Proes CM[#

others before or after you: AMewe

ol-0b

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

We weve stpped alowg the vead by the SkunK Rivex brdge [isfeniug
¢ bicd congs when T ngﬁecl Fhis vapter Hying ovec Hhe viver and Coinivg
Closex 4o us, This bied had very leng, Wasevew pointed wings and was
-Flmf:@mg ﬁw«ew\td' like a u\g\&kawk o a haey with o very slow Fhuid
votiew iw it5 wivgbets, T had @ velling upamd dowi mohew with 15
wivg Flaps . F+ was 30-% Lot aleve +he Sww“‘!‘ as it was fyivg overthe
NCWeX,

I Hhought Hais bivd wis oo Rlow at Lcst glimpses but them houglt i
mustbe a Kite . T was defwdely gvexish undexnenth — alsut all graxish
fw iy baef koks ot i+, TH soomed -2 +wmes the Siye of- a AJing—W
and had ne white waxkings iw the wings. My whele i pYeSS €M of Yhe bird
od Hhat i+ was o daek, gvemish bird, 7 saw wo Gntstivg @locs ow wivds,
head, +aul, o \soc\g W wmy bref jeoks at fhe bird., The uw ih side T saw
Hhe best and Hat Qwemruf all gvayish. “he hied had o s?umr&!*o‘{l'p
Jail Hut scomed Flaxed out at Hhe emd . i\

i @V\*{V\L«:J ow BM:L’)

Similar species and how eliminated:

(S'é?e, on Bmck)

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? ,l/o

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions; give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

Ligwt was behind WS —we were ACINg east. MosHy eudﬂ . Suwset was at

R33g.w. tHat day - 1lo yards away whom Brst+ seon o (65 Clsest at (0 yards

AL ot Hee Lw{l&e wheve we weve Q-\Ox!(ei-ﬂef-ﬂwded), {x 30 Bivocwulacs

Previous expen;fnce with ipecilfsmd similar ones: - VR ' h

tige seom 1w Kawmsas amd iw Vinten Jewé., dra, ey witih all = on

References and persons consu]tid before 1_m-iting description: e, | similer species.
National ':Feogwibmc’s‘ Bivds oF M AwenCA

How long before field notes made? Rigwt awwy this form completed? ["Uli-(J 29, [99)




T cowt YWl fhat T Juded awl put v Mdy Mavs=.  7lgM e
4+ did, and i+ g)vo\mklg did B us Ho get gmd keks ot fhe bedy
Shape, ail, amd wwdecwexth . Hl T vecall was flat i+ wes Agping
TS 5‘!011-’, ’3&*@096&[ WIAWWEX™ a'v\c1 30'\\«5 cbu.-'\;\ -Hue ey V&Hﬂﬂ

Aec 4 cl,ifaweaxd Lo view we 4ok off and dwove alewy «
\)[a.clé}e? voad g0 South anal(e.(i\ﬁ Hhe wviver Affev abeut a mile
we toudd we had fost it bat fhen we w itoquin, T wag _;usl-f-
adpove ~the +rea~f6P5 and over Fhe viver U‘&“'Qﬁ A Mg its W@at
Fligkt.  We saw it L 2 seawds awd ie.ci&ejf-ﬁe ace. H? + fhe
rlvex bridge alpouct L5-% wile cbunstawm , We 3&]7"{\:& brde end jum@ej
put with ewhicipitien of gelting a goed ok at it amd never saw it agam.
w 4 cl!"\\"( Kvow + 1+ voorted in the drees befexve ‘H\e.l)n'dﬂe o ‘£ 1+ Aew LS
ond we miﬁ;ed i, Metes were mades _jvé‘i' afHer ‘ﬁtﬂ-'t' amd. bet@\’a

looking ot books.

fe

Simlar Speces
Haertex — 4ail was ueb gt amd lovg emougih x harwex amd bivd wes wot
AWt loe  umderwanthh,
Nigwthawl — Ouwe bivd was wuch biggoe Hham Vightlawk and lod wo wiite
patehes tw 45 wings.
TlKew Valtuce o Zagle — Ouwe bivd wes wmuck suwallex
poiwted wivgs,

e le%ek %e qgrpikrs {WQ_ wet have edive lovg

amd lad g, vacrsw

Ospreyy — Wrevg dody shape Hv osprey aud o white warkings em o bivd |

Butess — Weeng bedy RQuw evew v Slainsew '
4o e Qa\'w{l':fﬁwb’lﬂs whem  geem ouom.k nge%;m
N oadex w'wug; amd S’knulé Show SBme White (éfw#wruﬁ@mg olcs undewad:
Fallems — Oux bivd was +o big B o Kestrel o morlin. devtt Hhink
Mecling ever have leisucely , shw -P{o.wi\lﬂ Agiet s LirJn:[,-Jv{-f
Fly vight By o Feregine and Vhe body groportions weve wot
Cight By Pevegrive . Tve ow Peragrines Ay iw o shw leisuely
mawvex” amd his did wit seow do suggest o Peveycve ot all, A
fexeanne oc Raine f@lten should show some m"@l"“i eanks vwndoradh,

MHso, a? wes Jal e 4o d awnd | +
oo and Flarel ok 2 B Tt (ST SN AT, il

Black- Shuldered Kite — Weuld show wuch white in Jail and undoerth body. Our hird
was dee daxk uwderwedth @ a  Black- Shouldewd Kde.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa q1-06
What species? gfl ($5$15% )'gg;' K te How many? /
Location? £ou /4 Hamil fen Coan fg " eqast of Kanda))
Type of habitat?é,_f_jdge over Skunk K ver cdith viverbottom weod lands
when? date(s): May 2%, )9 G)  tine: Thp/M to (O Seconds 1qte -
Who?your name and address: 56 )"/1 Pro €. .9 c;/‘wa /d+ A;"S ﬂ@mb; L0 4G
others with you: /Vavr/C Proe schold - :

others before or after you:

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

Mavk « T were &t +he brkd{jc over rhe Skank Biver headed cast that €vening,
“Lock at +his bird ! said Mark as a large sl bivd came Hying from7he
f]OfH-]. FQ/Cc}n shaped *almas* - was G /4&rht’r‘j oy d gsan#-'
/bj"r'gh*haw/c shape 7 I+ Glided momentari/y for us 7o sce 7he exact
.Shaﬁe of the slm body)- Fhe /an} r’ldy‘r‘oa)lpan*@J wahgjs)' Jong SYUdre _
Jippad ta./ Spreads'n a little ot thetipof the tarl, w’*hﬁsﬂ—ﬁly
(:'g‘l-n‘ bdnc{f‘n(\ on +he ?ﬂ?r’/'s unders/de, The ‘D”J‘) C”M’rfsawwsgmy S
(4 was late evening), After the slght gide 4 vesaumed 45 €/roordy,
-th,ngpnfftm C{ deep/ afm&S‘} ) IOOFI;(B‘I V5 f(:'ng Ld.fnﬁé’ﬂaj‘s' v Las :‘
: e diatels, Bebind Fhe tizess: WIesadi tad mest {5, (oizeconds,
e huvyied Jm wnd $he'corner $o take+he road socatl Rradief 09

the river 7"‘5;9' Ny for amether leck, Aboat a mile or #we en we sacd it
(})qa,n Jdl‘.n'f' abey e +he -Preel—a/:s, yed f/tj Ne diceable élj itS U"uﬁdﬂfﬂéﬁ’"

v +hen jf was behind Frees aqarn. épeedmg to +he Next 5:’)&33 So
vee it as /4 ppssed, e waited ¢ waited v didn'? see it again,

Similar species and how eliminated: A EA)
Al M
Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Vo

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

Sleady, buf Geod light Lyom behind us as we sa #he bird. & Hew
Jugfa vve tree /gve ::r—(eu_)jar sin Sront of us, Binecs!FX3oNilkons

previous experience with species and similar ones: Zhave seen g few Mississiop, L
Adewmore Rlack —SheslderedKites, Fewevn! Feregrngs mMan b ol 'f.d‘;
References and persons consulted before w ting descri tion: /éoke 4¥ﬁc,lc e/'lll %,EM&?}

Geosvapghic bot didn' ) read e o L talKed qbsut i &+ couyse.,
How ‘Io()|g bgfore field notes made? d;r‘:’/’ce this form completed? ﬂ{a/q 27,, /99)




DOCUMENTATION FORM for extrgord'lnary bird sightings in Iowa
What species? ml' 55 §§{?£Pi K"#e How many? (
Location? H-@Wlf H’G’V\ C@LW\M t:\uS-{“ east ot .@Wm&kd(
Type of habitat?_alowd Shonk River Ualleu — woeded viver — cpow area neax bridje
When? date(s): maﬂ\ A 199 time: 7 3Spw @sveny @pﬁ&md@ Féx- 2-{0 e

sad»

who?your name and address: MGVK @(O€§Cbx_olch" . BoX 65, LESG@WL,‘I.’:&V& L0148
others with you: BQ'H\ Proes CLL.@ (#

others before or after you: Aewe

°{f—0(o

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

We weve stpped alovg the voad by the SkunK Rivex brdge [isteniug
¢ bixd somgs when T 5pe d Fhis vaptec Fuivg over the viver and Caiming
Closex 4o us, Jhis bhid had vexy lewg, Waxvew POWL‘[‘EA wivgs amd Wwas
Flapging Sowewhat like o wigwtawk o o haveviey with o vexy slow Fhuid
metiow iw its wivabadts, T had @ velling u?ami down motew with 18
wing, £laps . F+ wos 30~ feet alove the groumd as itwas Fying ovethe
NCWexd,

I Hhodt Huis bivd wis o Rlown at Acst glimpses but Fhem -Hhought +
mustbe a Kite, T4 wes defudely gvaxish wndexnenth — alsout all graxyish
iw baef keks ot i+, I soomed [~ +wmes the Siye ot a. AJL‘Q'H‘W
amd had wo white waxrkings iw the wings. My whole imgrresgim of Hhe bird
wos +hat i+ was o dark, gvesish bied, 7 Spw no Gubmstivg Gl o wids,
head Hail, o body w wmy brief fooks at +He bird. The undemerth side T saw
+he bost and Hat arﬁrecmul all gyayish. Jhe bied had « s?mmcl—o#
Jail Hat scomed Fflaxed out at the emd . L\

(waﬁvm:c] oW BME)

Similar species and how eliminated:

(Gee. on Back)

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? ,Uo

If yes, explain:

Viewing conditions; give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment:

LWt was behind LS —we wexe Acing east. Mosty Cloudy - Suwnset was at

8:33@'\""' that d‘l‘B o 30‘“!5 b gn whow Lrst+ se 4o it Cleses+ at o 30_‘»&;

AWoM ot He pd&ge.u\em we weve P&fkei—cefﬁwrl'\‘.'d , O%3e Binocultvs

Previous experience with species and similar ones:

Uiwe Seom iw Kamsas omd iw Vintew Zrvd., aven., fawlier with all the similar ;

References and persons consulted before riting description: Species.
Nadiowal <eRYOPWCS  Bivds of Ne AW CA

How long before field notes made? RigWt away this form completed? Mﬂ.ﬂ 29, [99]




