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VOTE: 5-A-D, 2-NA 
A-D, complete and thorough details. 

A-D, Good job eliminating other species despite briefness of 

sighting. 
A-D, Jist, the all gray underneath appearance, and a flared 

squared off tail fits Mississippi Kite. 
A-D, Same comments as 91-05. 

NA, Shape and behavior fit. No details of plumage seen except 

for possible light banding on tail. Bird seen for only 10 

seconds. From the evidence, I would judge this one as "probable". 

NA. The flight pattern described is very interesting but more 

needs to be seen and described than a flight pattern on a bird 

that was a gray or grayish color underneath. Nothing diagnostic 

was described to make this beyond reasonable doubt a Mississippi 

Kite. 
A-D, I believe this is a Mississippi Kite fly-by. 

REVOTE: 3 A-D, 4 NA 
NA, I am reluctantly changing my vote to NA on both Kites 

(Record 91-06 and 91-05). The descriptions of both birds were 

very similar, as were the viewing conditions. Both were very 

probably Mississippi Kites. However in the best interest of the 

scientific record, and the need for undisputed information about 

the apparent increase in vagrancy and expansion in range, we 

should probably take the conservative approach. 
NA, The shape and jist make this a probable kite sighting. 

However, the extremely short viewing time caused a lack of 
detailed field marks making a certain ID call to risky. 

NA, This should be classified as one that got away. I have 
been fooled by nighthawks at this time of day. 

NA. I think we need to be very careful about accepting short 
time sightings on marginally described birds such as this. 
Nothing in the documentation conclusively describes this as a 

Mississippi Kite. 
A-D, I believe this is a Mississippi Kite.



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? | fn 551 eb] (PP x te How many? | 

Location? Ham iten (Count jest east of Ran dal 

Type of habitat? alow Skank River Voller — worded iver — open area near hei dye 

When? date(s): Man Ad. 194 | time: 2. 3 Spm, ti Ve appresimately fe Pig 4 

Who?your name and address: Maxk Roesc ho lat | A BoK 6S, LiSQ@w
h Bee SOB 

others with you: Beth Proes Cho l¢t 

others before or after you: Nene 

41-0 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

We weve Stepped alovg the road by the Skunk River bridge [(sfening 

fx bicd sovgs when L spotted this vaptec Alyivg over the 
iver Qud Coiming 

Closer Yo us, This bird had very long, varvow poiuted wivgs and was 

Flapping Swewkat like a wiquethawk ox a 
h@niey with a very slow Aluid 

motown im 14S wivabeats, tt had @ rellivg up and down wohen with its 

WIV Flaps / +t was 20-4 feet aleve. the ground 
as it Was Alyivg verhe_ 

CWE, 

L thou this bird wis © Blow at Rest glimpses but then ~fhought j+ 

must be a Kite, r+ wos defurtely Gray ish underneath — alreat all gray ish 

in my bret keks at it, at somed /4-Q t+wes 
the size of & Migucthawk 

amd Wad wo white markings in the wings. My whole impression of the bird 

wos Phat it was a cack, grayish bird, 2 sow no cotrastivg bors ow wings, 

head tail, or bedy in my brief looks at the bird, The underneath side I saw 

+he best and that appeared all gray ish, the Lied had a spuaved- of 

4ail tut scomed flaved out at the end. fo 
C Cvciwed OM Back) 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

(See on Back ) 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about iden
tification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions; give lighting, distance (how 
measured), and optical equipment: 

Ligue was bewind us —Wwe were ACinuy east, Mostly Cloudy . Sunset was at 

Z33qm. That day. ilo yards away whow frst seow jo its Clesest at YO yards 
awoy «et the bnidge where we were Darke d—Cestimeted) , RX Bo Binoculars. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones:
 . 

awe Seon in Kansas Qud in Vinten qewe, Oran. Familiar with all the similar species 
References and persons consulted before ft ly description: Fpecies . 

Natiowel pes Eds of Ms Awe CA + 

How long before field notes made? Right away this form completed? Mod XY, 179 / 



T dwt VYecau Auer iv Qucte any OWT WT ee 8 =—6[for Te 

+ did, and it probably did Ox us to get god beks at the bedy gid 
Shape, Hail, and underneath. All a vecall was thot i+ was Aapping 

Iw aw Slow , Puswpose fu ( Manne one Gord cebu w twee wen” valley , 

After i+ disappeowed rem wiew Wwe -leeK off and deve aleng . 

we thouslt we had lost jt but then iN tw itopin, a+ ung act 
aloe He tree-teps and over the river valtoy fh mg Mm its purpose 

Fight. We Sdw it Br ba SeavndsS and Jecideds Ja race it & he 

river bridge a\pouct 45+ mile chunstream, We Got Hee bade ond jumped 

out with ewthicipetion of geting @ goed [wok at it and never Saw it again, 

» 4 obvt Know cf it vootted in the trees before the bridge or if tt flew by 

and we missed it. Motes were madet just ater thot and befere 

looking at books. 
— 

EO 

Si wi (axe Speces 

Harter — tail was wet waht amd lovg ersugh ee hare tuck. Céae wat 
right! colo underneath. 

Niqvethawk — Que bird wes much biager than Miah hawk and lad vo white 
patches iw its Winds . 

Tiucken Yaltwre oy Zale — Ouse bird was wuck swaller and had leva, Narcve w 
Pointed Winds » 

cipibers —— Bod shape was wreng aud did wt la | ACcip Tes Sy Pee ap gt Ae ose ve exXtven long 

Osprey — Wreva body Shape Pr osprey aud vo white warkivgs on our bird , 

7 , ) + Butteas have much 
| broader Winds and should show Some white Gritre sting colocs undernash 

Falcons — Oux bird was feo biq Or a Kestrel oe merlin, £ dovit Hhiul 
Merlins ever have leisurely , shw Flopping Aight: this bird didvt 
Fly ight for o Peregrine and the body greportions were wot 
wight fy a Peyegrine. Tove stow Pereqvines Fly in A shw, leiswely 
Manner Aud Hals did wit Seow tO Suggest OW Rereg ine at all, A 
Peregrue oc Reine Faltew should show sme light—alered areas undemesth, 
M50, 0 Ferearives tal +e 4© a mded end aud is wet gguaved 
off and Flared at the ae i tig rns Woe bas sesnerera 

B lack-Swuldered Kite — Would shew wach whrbe in tail and undemerth body » Ou hied 

Was tee daxK undornesth fer a@ Black- Shouldere d Ke .



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 41-06 

What species? Me S$, $3 sper ‘<j te How many? / 

Location? $0u 74 Hamil fan Can ry . east of Kand q) | 

Type of habitat? dj dge over Skunk Kver arith riverbetton, toood land s 

When? date(s): J) ay 2ZL,/ 99) time: TID EM to /2 Second s lg t€1- 

Who?your name and address: Be th ke e. sche /dt hs 6 LOI i. LOYWIG 

others with you: Mavi Pro e $e hold ae ; 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Plavkc< LT were 4t the bridge over The Kank. Fiver Aeade
d eget that evening, 

“Look at this bird said Mark as a large slim bivd Cane Flying frome 

)odrth. Felcon shaped ~alowust-~, cr was/F G Harrier, ord grank 

Mi ght hawk shape / iy glided momentarily for ua fo sce the CxXdcF 

sha pe of the slim body ; the /6nG, Nav vow, painted Us AAs ) Jong $94dre _ 

tipped ta:/ Spread in a It/e ot thedipof the tarl, iwi th possibly 

(ight banding on +he Pail’ underside, The omy coeY Dwi y ays 
(;4 vwoas late evening). After the slGht ide 4 wesamed /45 €ksraordin, 

Hying patterns of deep | almost ’ loop! ¥6 (eng wing beats » Was # 

: rere dia tel behind the tives. ide Sausit at most 4oR JO seconds, 

We huvried Ero und +he corner te take the youd soatlh paralleling 

the river hep 6 for another fleck, Aboat a mile er two on Wwe saadift 

O Gain just aye +he treeteps , realy Nortrcea Fe Dr j¢s unusual thght 

¢ thén ;} Was behind trees again. Speeding tothe Next bridge hae 

vee it as rt passd, LE waited ¢ warted + Aitn'?# gee /4 Again, 

Similar species and how eliminated: 
Far-£A 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about ide
ntification? A 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), 
and optical equipment: 

Sleady, oud geod hat Grom behirdus @s
 bbe Saw the hirds Zt Dew 

just above tree /evel @ few jards in yront oF us, Bin© CS! FX 30 Nikon s 

revious experience with species and similar ones: 2 Aave SEEN @ few "hssiss) 21 Kites 

Aaktewmore Black -shoulderedKides, Feaveval Ferenrines many f ; 

References and persons consulted before wrjtin description: / oke qt Fle ym te in Mahoney 

Geosvaphis Sat didn' fre, J Jes ° L tiled gbsit rt 54 coarse, 

As be fo AT oOr)ce this form completed? (ay 22, 199) How | re field notes made? 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings 
in Iowa 

What species? ni 551 SS (PP K \ te. How many? | 

Location? Hearn [ten (oumt jest east of Kan dal 

Type of habitat? olovg Skank River Yolen — worded TVET — OEM 
GYR WED lei dye 

When? date(s): Ma Aad 19¢[ time: 2. 35pm te Very appreximately fe .. ae 

Who?your name and address: MaxkK Roesch lat sok 6S, LiS@wh SBwe SOIE8 

others with you: Beth Proes cho [dt 

others before or after you: N ewe 

11-06 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, 
throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

We weve stepped alovg the road by the Skunk Ri
ver bridge (stoning 

Closex +o us, This bid had very jowg, narrow poiwted WiVaS and Was 

Flagging sdvnewlact like a niguthowk oc a hamier with a very slow Pluid 

moten iv its wivgbeats, tt had a rvellivg up and down mohen with its 

Wind Flaps , + wos 20-6 feet alo
ve. the ground as it was Aly

ivg overt 

Wer, 

L thought His bird wis ao felow at Rest
 glimpses but then ~rought + 

mustbe a Kite, st wes defuitely qrayish underneath — alrout all grayish 

vam brief keks at it, Ht seomed Hy-2Q times the sige of a. ANGlcthaws™ 

amd had nwo white markings in the wings. Mu whole impression of the bird 

was thet i+ wos a cack, granish bird, 2 Saw no cntrastivg Bos ow wis, 

head tal, Ot po day 1 eg bri
ef looks at the hive . the underneath side T Stw 

the best and that appeared all gray ish, the ied had a squared of P 

4ail that Seemed flosred owt at +he end. (as , 

4 Gutinurd om Back) 

Similar species and how eliminated: 

(See ow Back) 
Did any one disagree or have reservations

 about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions; give lighting, distan
ce (how measured), and optical equipment:

 

Ligutr was behind US—We Were Civ east, Mostly Cloudy » Sunset was at 

Sissy. thet day. ilo.yerds away Whew Firat Seen ol is Cheest et Ww wads 
awe at The bridge where we were Darke 

d-Cestimated) , 2X ZO Binoculars 

Previous experience with species and sim
ilar ones: 

: 

ase Seon in Kansas aud in Vinten ewe, aren, Familiar with all the cimeler ie 

References and persons consulted before “w
e sing description: PPRCies « 

Nationrl Seogro wc's Birds of Me AWENN CA » 

How long before field notes made? Right away this form completed? Mad XY, ( 7q | 


