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VOTE: 7 A-E 
A-E: Identification is fine; origin is questionable. As stated 

in HAWKS by Clark and Wheeler about this species, "Captive-bred 

Harris’ Hawks are popular in falconry, and escapees can be 

expected almost anywhere in our area (U.S.). 

A-E: No question on the identification of this bird. Was it 

wild? According to one Am Birds Field Reports Editor (which I 

read recently but couldn’t find again) this species is not a 

known vagrant. It is also frequently kept in captivity. While I 

have some problems with the assumption that every vagrant Buteo 

is an escapee, we should probably take the conservative view with 

this one. I would favor keeping the file open, however, pending 

new or unpresented information on vagrancy by this species. 

A-E: This bird is obviously an adult Harris’ Hawk. The frayed 

tail and the shaggy unkept (sic) appearance in the photo suggest 

an escapee. The hawk would be way out of range and is not known 

to be a wander (sic) to my knowledge. 

A-E: I am concerned as to the origin of this bird. As 

described I have no doubt that what was seen was a Harris’ Hawk. 

Many of these birds are kept in captivity by falconers and raptor 

breeders. If the origin of this bird could be proven not to have 

come from captivity I would change my vote accordingly. 

A-E: Good descriptions of this beautiful hawk. Since Harris’ 

Hawks are used by falconers, this bird may likely be an escaped 

bird. It’s far from its normal range. 
A-E: Clearly a Harris Hawk, and also clearly an adult. While 

an immature might be more likely as a late summer or fall 

vagrant, this species has nested as close as Kansas in the 

1960’s. I believe it is possible this bird was wild but am voting 

A-E for 2 reasons: date of observation for an adult raises 

significant doubt, and this species is known to be kept by 

falconers. I would immediately change vote if others were seen 

north of usual range in 1989, which was extremely dry in Kansas 

and other parts of north edge of normal range, conditions which 

might lead to wider post breeding dispersal of both adults and 

young birds (if any of the latter were hatched!). 

REVIEW OF PHOTOS (at meeting of 29 July 1990): Several members 

felt that photos showed bird with worn plumage, perhaps 
indicating captivity. No action taken.





Harris' Hawk P-9292 

s. of Blairstown,Benton Co. 

18 Sep 1989 T. H. Kent 

51-vy¥ 

Harris' Hawk 
S. Of Blairs P6292 

iim 31-29 



YULUNCNIALLUN FURM TOr extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? HARRIS Nak How many? 

Location? 272 Les Souzy 6 2itne bu UBEGEy Jos tia t-oe 

Type of habitat?_ “#20407 gin 2h Cesziux Ltw / Mee wt) 

87-28 

| eo  fte7- G°-YSAA 720 fb When? date(s): L¢ SEPT. time: ///SS 47 to 42/2/ Ay 

- Who?your name and address: 47 Awe Chobits Lott ZK, Dy (174 Zh $3. : 7 > < LEG A, See: 
others with you: 

TIM BT RETA CAEL ier 
others before or after you: Jon LI L Kes BEU200L 

_ Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details Of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under * tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. - 

it bee wal Sele Ar 2 Geter DIIbLE W Doe LF eX 
j0 SEF Dip ESS toll" (2277 FRAT Sip yn, Welee ao 2 LAeb€ DOCK 
Burvlo» 41602 PES AEE) Whee Let7l Lame piel LAM THe 
Ltd Ard WARES LiNize The F1P- Lepte rm. L glue ELE 

SEG nw “eta Fete 4 SHOT FIimE. Ale SED aogamns Sigg sy 
wer Sit Ti, wttt Cer) SUEM EA, ZY RQI2/ For ge = 

Bele? HES fpr SeauaeLL PAZENES Sled Jd CAELAAT 
go SP YWtfe 2ECLS « FMEA CaS A Sant pemsecd 7a S076 
aMere Zé GNOLCTA IL AvO PARE ZO SIO mAH LCC e B&O 
WHE £LLS. EVE GRAS Mir L6S Whté Lyiywr (Vettole DL) 4D 
chet BAS  LULGANTIED BEjssa7y: me 42/07, FHELE WECE LAO E 
CAEUTMET ZATHAHES (ye fy Colbert) ow Unable. ese 
LES PYOWMMEKT CHES TAT PB TED os yrtECddvL* THE JEST EF 
wives, EAD BAL ¢ GeO FT pNS A DBC BQlACE-LCOLW 
Cit ih» , 
JHE NAtWE ptebe paps SLY Jo Sot utF ALP Lol oe€E 

KENCELAS7. Fo a eee el DOF Sa07- A? (ASS A 
JMS AE 2) AG, “Fe ee LEU ALtt 7 Iga gems cE PCI f Kor 72 XLOca«aE 

Similar species and how eliminatedWtyw JA7 crt Am€ —pNiesatgy Fe DE Nov r IVE 
SHE S¥2EF LIMITE FKL E20 CL MOS SYlsr OVS 

LX LAS FT f Fs pire , LALL ‘sibif = Lhe Silt ped 2, “tpg Se ore LUM JE ibe DL” ype Lae, AAT ERA age hie 
Did any one ffsacree or nave reservations about identification? ry 

If yes, explain: 

_—- conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: jo SET ~ ERAEDT NeW Clthl~ Lontiwe EXST'/e7e Saw ~ Dopo 6202 
FSU - 9 AO Le S £0AF | 

l¢ Stp7 - 300°C Atal ~ BIO LPG ~ Clete - sty Lota Store Previous experience with species and similar ones: 
SEE—~ WN FEMS fA Ne2nrA 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 22777 CG EAGRAP FH — 
APY ELA II CE (a 

How long before field notes made?) mys 7 this form completed? ALLS SYS BPO 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



87-28 

DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 
Harris’ Hawk (1), 19 September 1989, 2.5 miles south of 

Biairstown, Benton Co., Iowa. 

Observer: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City, IA 52246 
Other observers: Keith Carris (before), Jim Fuller, Carl Bendorf, 

Ken Lowder (with on first sighting) 

Time: 7:15-7:20 a.m.; 12:45-1:15 p.m. 
Habitat: hilly farm land at large cattle feeding area. 
Description: When Carl and I arrived about 7:15, Jim Fuller had 

the bird in his scope. It was sitting in a large dead tree at 
the top of the hill with the sun rising behind it. We could 
see the white base to tail, white vent, yellow bill, and 
overall black appearance. While we were deciding how to 
approach the bird and how to get permission to enter the land, 
the bird flew and returned to the tree a least two times. Ken 
Lowder arrived in time to see the bird, but Pete Wickham and 
John Daniels came after we last saw it. We spent the morning 
walking the area and driving the surrounding roads, but could 
not relocate the bird. I returned alone after taking Carl back 
to Amana, and the bird was in the same tree. I dictated the 
following notes after returning to the car. 

"I gradually moved up on the bird along the fence line 
across the muddy field and was 4@ paces from the bird when it 
flew. I took numerous pictures along the way. The bird is a 
medium-sized buteo, perhaps slightly smaller than a red-tail 
or about the same size. It has a large wide bill that is dark 
at the tip and yellow proximally, with yellow appearing to 
extend on to the facial skin [the yellow is quite evident at a 
great distance]. The head is dark gray-black and the eye 
appears dark. The front of the bird is dark charcoal, almost 
black. The vent is pure white. The upper base and tip of the 
tail are also white. The white areas are more prominent in 
flight. The tip of the tail is distinct in flight, but appears 
somewhat frayed in the sitting bird when it fans the tail. The 
rest of tail is dark. The legs appear yellow. I did not look 
carefully for a band, but I did not see one. The shoulder area 

in the sitting bird is rufous-brown; the rest of the wing is 

nearly black. In flight the rufous area is confined to the 
upper wing coverts from the proximal portion of the wing out 
to the wrist. The bird flies with shallow wing beats with 
occasional glides." I did not note rufous on the underparts; 
perhaps the photos will show the leggings. In flight I did not 
see the under wing well. 

Song: not heard 

Behavior: sitting in tree, flying away. 

Conditions: 4@ yards (paced); clear; I used a questar until the 
bird filled one-third of the field, then 1@x binocular; also 
75@ mm celestron lens on camera. 

Similar species: I do not know of any similar species. 
Agreement: yes | 

Previous experience: have seen many in Texas. 

References/time used: look at NGS guide between sightings. 

Time of notes/typed: dictated 1@ minutes after last 

sighting/typed next morning.


