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VOTE: 7 NA 

NA, At this time I vote to not accept. Such a late date makes 
me search this document rather closely. Swainson’s Hawks are 
mostly insect eaters and at that date one would be hard pressed 
to find food. As per document it does suggest Swainson’s, however 
some details which I look for are missing. One mark I need, the 
banded tail is missing. The clear white throat, small beak are 
not described. Most Swainson’s do carry a patagal mark. Some 
immature Red-tailed Hawks carry a hood around the neck and head. 
After review by other committee members I could accept this bird 
if majority agree. 

NA, Several characteristics described such as bib-like brown 
band are suggestive of Swainson’s Hawk but most striking field 
mark -- the dark flight feathers contrasting with light underwing 
linings was not mentioned. There was also no description of the 
size and shape of the wings. 

NA, The presence of a Swainson’s Hawk in Iowa in mid-December 
would be an extraordinary event -- this should be in S. Am., or 
at the closest, southern Florida or Texas. This well-written 
documentation seems to key on three field marks -- the white, 
unbanded belly, the absence of patagial marks, and the "bib". I 
have seen numerous Red-tails (presumably Krider’s) with no belly 
band. This form can also lack the patagial marks (IBL, 56:4 
article by Wilson). The full bib also occurs on Red-tails, and 
has caused me numerous double takes in areas where Swainson’s 
would not be expected. An excellent photo of this is on page 144 
(photo 25c) of Peterson Hawks guide, although this photo shows a 
distinct patagial bar. Red-tail is a highly variable species, and 
extreme caution is needed when dealing with it and similar 
species. 

NA, I am voting NA because I see several descriptive 
descrepancies that make me uncertain of this ID. 1) “"Dark-band 
around throat" should be around breast in Swainson’s. 2) "tail 
not red" should be narrowly barred in Swainson’s. 3) "Similar in 
size to Red-tailed Hawk" should be slightly smaller. The lack of 
a patagial patch and carpal patch are strongly supportive of 
Swainson’s Hawk, however the unpresented late date makes it 
necessary that all details collaborate this sighting. 

NA, Date, location (over loess hills), flight (hovering, 
dihedral), and perch (top of tree) typical of Rough-legged Hawk. 
Bib and light belly OK for light male Rough-leg. I’m not sure 
what the observer means by “axillary area" and "feathered edge of
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underwing." Clark describes underwing of the light morph adult 
male Rough-leg as "heavily spotted white coverts, black carpal 
patch with much white mottling, some barring on secondaries and 
inner primaries, and dark trailing edge." Clark describes under 
wing of adult Swainson’s Hawk as "two-toned; white coverts 
contrast with dark gray flight feathers" and immature as 
"two-toned; but less contrast than adults." The only description 
of the tail was "not red", which fits any buteo, including 
Red-tailed Hawk. The plumage of Rough-legged Hawk is quite 
variable, with sex and age differences. I think this was a 
Rough-legged Hawk, rather than the extremely unlikely Swainson’s 
Hawk. The underwing pattern of Swainson’s would have been much 
more obvious than what is described. 

NA, The only field mark that gives this record a chance of 
being an acceptable record of Swainson’s Hawk is the fact that 
the bird lacked the patagial marks. All of the other field marks 
that were documented are not diagnostic for this species. I have 
seen Red-tailed Hawks with these marks as mentioned. For the 
records committee to accept a record of this species on a date 
such as this there must be a complete description of the plumage 
and as much of the behavioral characteristics as possible that is 
diagnostic for the individual or individuals in question. Other 
marks that would have helped this record: What was the color or 
color pattern of the entire surface of the underwing, shape of 
wings, length of tail (comparatively), tail color, tail barring 
(yes or no?), throat color, head color, back color, feet color 
and comparative size, were there carpal marks at all? Everything 
in the documentation except the lack of patagial marks is 
consistent with some of the Red-tailed Hawks that I have seen. 

NA, A Swainson’s Hawk report in December is an unlikely 
report, however there was a good report in American Birds of a 
Swainson’s Hawk in December or so about one year ago in another 
region (Great Plains area). In this Iowa report key Swainson’s 
Hawk details were not observed. The 2-toned wing effect of white 
wing linings contrasting with the dark flight feathers should be 
very apparent. Swainson’s have long, narrow, pointed wings, which 
are different from the bulging wings of a Red-tailed Hawk. I wish 
the markings on the tail could have been observed well. 
Swainson’s have a definite terminal tail band on the underside of 
the tail. I think it is possible this bird could have been an 
immature Red-tailed Hawk. Immatures and adults have different 
wing and tail proportions sometimes. I have seen Red-tails with a 
bib-like look. Red-tails sometimes soar in a slight V-shaped and 
are not always flat. A Swainson’s Hawk often has a very prominent 
dihedral. Red-tails are highly variable in coloration. William 
Clark and Brain Wheeler’s Hawks book states of a Krider’s 
(Redtail) adult (and Krider’s immatures are similar) that "dark 
patagial marks on underwing are reduced or absent." I have enough 
doubts that I must vote NA. Please continue to make observations 
and documentations and include as many details as possible.



“oo
 

DOCUMENTATION FORM 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa 

Stina ss Her rt 

Fl—UYo 
What species? 

__. How many? 
Location? | ote qortk of fhe woston eine a bes Shure Stats Parle on | 

Type of Habitat? hovering above | OLS 5 bi tt ~ — + 

IH Dxemboe (F4( 

oo | om 
UJ ~J 

overloolding Cy Stony “‘RNer Coed aki ' SF J T 

Who? your name and address: “Kindo D. Atlams 1057 Cine Views Bwe §, 

Others before or after you: 

When? date(s): 

ony Cty (A SCG 
Others with you: 

Describe the bird( S) including only what you observed. Include size, sha head, neck, back, pe, details of ail parts (bill, eve, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertaitl, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. Wi" slate braast Ce My uch fe. valor. Patecia| rictehes AGT present Dask brown band around 
Slusal sien: Bm, 

brighter than Feathered Ody 2 aL 
Wndarwin 6. Canpal using pickhes Nol Present . Til wo Ted. 

When seen secsoiaes , Wings were heldina shignt V shape 

Similue  sixp fo Rad -beiled eww le 
the bird WAS hovering above Hae blue Ksing 4 sk lt (20 @mph> northaest wind . 9 We clo 

foc abost ISseumds before j+ veered otto pecchm a tree or toe of Fhe bla. We sepronched Lsing Cuc vehscle : The bird fool of + d Coca pee a Sy me vag Fh to the westana south ; here cane (OOyards factor dew the road Wie Spo Heda Red- tales Mao Pa heveria 4 abovea Lintl in He wind — We could contrast the tie species easily 
Similar species; how eliminated: Rod -duiled Leacdld: wings held Aat when soar 

patagial patches Present Nohib 

cppeccamee Axillary Area of under wn g 

sl, obs ecve 1 

we 

an 

ve Prevents ted tau 

~ “Roush -lesged Havale » darlé belly -band ongicdle Carpal wins pirthes presen 0, Dak bind on bral CLjL Twin g 
; ae 

iminadive ~\& 
—2> 

git Pa Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identi fication? C ER 32 If yes, explain: 

3 Be one Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured ), optical equipment, hy Ay “Bevght, strong lant, Closes approach o € abont 30 yaads ohle slovl y ern” aboveus, 
ae ; 

on d= CE Tower BrtObinveslars Pest distince ostimate based on PEPE Ome e, = =? Previous experience with Species and similar ones: Swaingen's sean had howe, wh Hot Soning 3, SD. ard thecle. i? ” - On vaenly rm in ud Cir) § trasellicy threngd wes term Neb rasds and Calorade , . a 

=o Pa References and persons consulted before writing descriptions Petersen hdd Guide Yo Hass. Wi Ilan 5, Clarke 
SPSS Bctan k Whealer. 1467 » Homgh tom mi Ef lia Con 

Bell Waser 

Z Mg # 4264. bs the Binds Kasbel Xe Rudhies Ro Gee Tory Petovsem . 4 ed. Ip. (Hoghton wl iG, Comin \ ders poh 5 Py ™ How long before field notes made? -¥ this form completed? i2.|(6-4| Mike Fanien . 
. + 9 bal dtlad of the [avs $10 Excuse, but at Me Ame Swusnotawace frat would hase fo downer ty 

‘ee Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC i 

S
a
 %
!
 

editor (address on back cover of l[owa Bird Life). cloemetions


