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Middlewestern Prairie Region 
(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

. Species Merlin 2. Number: one 
Que 

Location State Forest Nursezy in Ames, Story County, Iowa 

. Date: 2 March 1985 5. Time Bird seen: 
6 times between 5:10 and 5:25 pm 

to 
5 to 20 sec's each time 

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 
plumage,.and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 
but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

smallish falcon ( long pointed wings and long narrow tail); back dark brown; 
tail very dark brown crossed by narrow whitish bands; wings brown on top; 
breast very lite tan,heavily ioumrs@ streaked dark brown; head brown - sides 
of head 'face' much lighter - 'tan'; no obvious mustache mark; wing beats 
deep, strong; some ‘sailing’ or gliding; extremely ouick manuvering aroung & 
over trees. First 2 times seen was chasing Crows. 

. Description of voice, if heard: not heard 

. Description of behavior: see above. When chasing Crows did not do the 'half- 

roll! manuver I've seen Merlins use on Red Winged Blackbird & Pigeons - pgrhaps 
Habitat - general: tree nursery - just trying to run the Crows off rather than 

specific: attack them to eat. 

> 

Kestral - has rusty back. Tail more or less rusty. Has obvious 

lite face. female has rusty wings ~ male bluish wings. | 

. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by 7 2ethons oi & sae Le ia: 
ark Mm ZS On 

. Distance (how measured)? Closest abt 35 feet; + , 
fartherest abt 150 yards. part of ahs f; CAYL BRE RS poculars 

. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 
Sun to my west; bird usually to my east or overhead; once to northwest; thin cloud. 

j n, back; ngt really nesasary. . Preyilous experience with this species and similar type am oF 38 spe 
seen several times in Iowa, Kansas, & South Dakota 

. Other cbservers: previous two days Steve Dinsmore 
Day before Gordon Brown 

Did the others agree with your identification? yes 

Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 
None consulted before writing this description. | 

Sfgnature 

. How long after ob ng this bird did write this description? > minutes 

A Mi, Z ) Address; 1120 Marston 

City, State: Ames, Iowa 50010 

| 

(over)



« 

. 4
6
 *
 

i
a
l
 

P 
.
 

S
2
2
 
a
l
 
g
w
 
2
 

we 

¥ 

+ Wy 

| + 
Re, © 
a 

Po 2 

tla 

ee 

wes 
” 

. 

Ak 

a me) 

— 

> | Qo“, pr lor Vite is , ; av (S~ re AY 

» 

% 

e
e
 

o
e
s
 

OOO cedarPrees a0 
: 


