
Middlewesterm Prairie Region 
(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

Speci cae alleles ( 7 ¥To AEA ) 2. Number: 2 

Location <Aeaes Zaew, Z70s4_, VLE Co. rn EDEN TAINS 7 BAW, KB W, Sec dd 

Date: AZ Comgeek S97 0G 5. Time Bird seen: LLG SE too O sécavas Laer. 

Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 

plumage,- and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 

but include only what actually was seen in the field): dyyerewme ¥ 
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Signaturé~ 

Description of voice, if heard: WWE 

Description of behavior: 7#E S/O *¢€W DikEcrey QWERNERD VW poy ALYRONCM Aub THEN 

ANbLED THEW Some Or TREES 7CWARLD 4 feaSzYRE, 

Habitat - general: “s7veE2 Seaman <CemeRED 6TH WOEDLOTS ) SEVERAL FUNDS, ¢ / PUMIN STLEA Dp, 
specific: ~Zawer ‘NW 4 DEPP co LOCHTELD SOLON “2 : . 
P "CODON be ROO) OF FREES, CWA Muir 

LA #97700/37 GRASSY FRAVELWAY FOF COWLES 

Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

She PORN Otic 1 00 FOWL DISTINGTHE BPECIES, ZTS Carreremey 
7 

CREbiHn BEAST) SHORT WEEK) Bib wie FACE El ip GHEE SPECIES OF COILS : ACitk S 

ClnHONWLS Fav D 1 CENTRAL F009 FOR
TRON LS . 

Distance (how measured)? @ 7 esssmurer ) 12. Optical equipment: WONE 

Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): Creme sr; | 

SUNNY DAY; WWE Bee's FLIES Bnd OP AINE OX SIC 7 bERE ZU POPE
 erase 

Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: Z fave SEH
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L, 

Did the others agree with your identification? 

Other observers who independently identified this bird: Wwvé 

Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

ZF wseEdD BUH THE SESE f Atlas §=JUbbI> CUIDES 70 SERCH FOE S-Peyvenye 

VOVPBMVEINO = SnfPECIE®S 

How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? o clog 5 

es Address: Zag Lrewal Ecelogy , ZC 

Pg | 

Date: 5/ LL LA LG City, State: Lomb8, Zp 

(over)



If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, there really is no need to 
describe your observations in writing. But, if you have seen something unusual and 
want to share this experience with others, a written description is essential. It is true your immediate friends who know and respect your ability probably will accest 
your report without question, but what about those who do not know you, particularly 
the bird students 190 years from now who cannot know you? Also, what about the habitual 
Skeptics? And most importantly, what about the compilers of regional bird lists who 
probably will insist that records be Scientifically sound? All these critics will 
investigate your observation not because they assume you are wrong, but merely because 
they ordinarily expect verification. Whether the individual demanding verification 
realizes it or not, in doing so, he is employing a basic rule of the scientific method. 

If your observation involves a common species during a season of abundance, 
verification is achieved simply by returning there again in season. If, however, the 
observation involves a rare species, or a common species out of season, verification 
is not obtained easiiy and special documentation is necessary. The best documentation 
is a collected specimen, and many bird students insist this is the only acceptable 
evidence. However, others recognize the importance and reliability of sight records 
accumulated by the experienced field observer, and maintain that even extraordinary 
sight records are acceptable if accompanied by an adequate verifying description. 

It must be emphasized that a request for documentation is not an affront, but an 
effort to perpetuate a record by obtaining concrete evidence which may be permanently 
preserved for all to examine. This procedure is required for every extraordinary 
observation irrespective of the observer. 

lt should also be pointed out that with the great photographic equipment now 
available, species identification fram photographs are possible. Such epecies 
documentation are highly desirable and should be sent to the state editors or to 
large museums.


