
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Mer\iw How many? | 

Location? Gvammey Grove @. Park — (Marshall on 

Type of habitat? Re ver botow Woods with OPO QNCRS 

When? date(s): Max, 2. Ia time: YU/¥S to S'YOpwm, 

Who?your name and address: Maxk Proeschs er. Lis etal Tbr 

others with you: Beth Proes clalat 

others before or after you: none 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

We weve in the Ofer area befere the Swamy
 loop when Wwe Saw 

a Small falcon sweep yy and head x the Swamp, TO ouw gveat delight 

we saw it had landed im the top of @ dead +reea, We Acst saw it [20 

Yards AO , Woved wp te /00 yawds awo{, latex fo 60 yards RWAy 46 bree 

and 70 Yan ds deo the lixd, After a while ZL civeled around so Mom md 

F weve ow oppose sides aud F was 3S yards +e the tree and % yards 

from the bivd, The Meclin was im a tree 30 Yards high, D+ was 

Cloudy and evercast aud Visi bi lity was verter poor, tho hivd was 

brown- hacked and streaked on ite breast. 2+ had a Gwpact, solid 

look like o Kestrel and its fail was just Shorty longer than the Bided 

Hips of its wings. Whew LT was He. closest to the hivd and as it was 

Preening , tL Sw its pointed Wing Hes well , On the underside ot its 

teil TT Saw bari wq Witea fe aack terminal —+ip ef ct, As ‘+ as 

(More ow Back) 

Similar species and how eliminated: Shaspshinned Naw ke Wee acc! pt S 

and a lewijer fail lek. 4 Kestrel i¢ smaller and hes a very defwite 

musdached face pattern . 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Me 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Poor uisibility —cleudy and overcast, Disiavces estwated, 9X30 Binocs, 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 

ave Son seme Merling and many sharpohins and kestrels , 
References and persons consulted before writing description: 

How long before field notes made?.up ye 5 hours this form completed? (a4 24, 198°? 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 

OS SPDT POE et ER Ore Ne TaD SRN SOUT TETR RIE COP REY ES TT ORI ROEMLE BPN ETO Tee 2 NOR ne ot



pexched its fail Was wot lovg Ne QAA accipifer, Tt preened 

00 ked around , A crow ion Bed + Severe | times. 

VEE’ Seteger fei pt> ok +a. end Qud wanted +e get & close 
looK and Plush it dp ane 

eff and ow and | 
Zot 

ite Shape Ove were time, T+ saoned 

= Guick Fluttery Plight T got aw K 
) | 

PeeK at falcon Shape aud yet aecipi ter Shape. LF Guldut Seo a MoUSlache — Ire kK even hough Se PROS Vie bas rh We heard 't 
twice give Q. oui ck’ Shot Pe 4: Ki kK kK wt K cal | oN” seme hing I’ ke 

thot, ++ was flutted Up at fimes and had a damp - loo K at times | 

Et definitely WasSht a kesteo | We debated wheter it could-bo 

oO Sharpshin while we were watching it amd were certain tat it 

wos a Merlin and wt a Sharpshin , t+ had yellow feet and « 

Short bill, tt.used ttecdalens Yorsereleh itself off. and.on, 
Beut SOAS . w aN April oc May | whon the hid is less Hana Year old, 

the welt inte the adult plumage bagins, the body plumage i$ wmolted 

or mole & (= U2ONr hivd Hot hadut wmolted into adult 

Slumage Uert,


