Middlewestern Prairle Region
(lowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio)

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD.

1. |Species_ L‘“(—k- Lk‘ 2. Number: l
3. |Location CC&&\Q]“C—- “-G;gis".mlg ' fok'IM‘L C—L-L_; IA‘
\
4. |Date: - 5. Time Bird seen: &' PM to A6, 2d @'3 ])
6 D“aC"lDu.lOl‘l of size, ';hape and color-pa*tem (describe in grea detail all parts of the
lumaze, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, [o the disgnostic characteristics,
but 1mlah-. only what actually was.seen in the £

sae: dbod 1L x e 519 © \H’-'._ b ;:A;ta.s u..l\s Lo wl=il, W assecilid
P““ﬁ_"%‘““ QlMLM‘k) Bmeg::'h‘r‘ wxept ‘CE—*‘ e kf& nede, + bill Wew. Pre-
pon \-uN«“ U‘\ko\ +A He S '}0 e b“"“— -"“—a-’” ‘-'LH-{' ‘H;\"D(d' o l\\%

ok Lau_ w e a bleck S'Qm.'" e,lcm&dtncl. ve/\'t'.m“ ) bLL-V.J *abwc.
He Lqe . o bleck collan e,,{-lg.,&,(y: ateess e back of Heo bc.ua.er e Neck
7. Description of voice, if heard: m‘{' \\““\A CLW\)

8. Description of behavior: Gilimme W\\‘L\ -{LGLK 6 B a«&,‘s fx 2 TSare
Fres o chsened 1o b a*M«f%u,M&o:}d G e
spec:.ﬁ.c G.A ll(. "\- \"'ﬂh P&)b\dk' Ca - /z l\ﬂl-b LA((.L‘L-
10. Similarly appearr:g species uéd.d a e%:_nated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: ’
Condommcuin ¥ Whte cown, nede callan | aud2Ange. C \argen Hea Em@a«t.l)
r\kL' (.M*' F/\MLAM—; CQI\U’\W\ Cdm o C@\c\\ g u'e*_ au.Ll koag 125

“"‘(\’-‘ an.x\b'\-vgt; “tf l ol e 25
11, Distance (how 1‘:-Jaured5" \50 =0 u\%_) EG? .L( X 127 Optlcal equlpmnng: gngs
o 1

13.{ Light (sky, 11_ 1t on pird, Dov‘ll‘:cE; of sun in relat: on to bird and you): 25xL0

M Sun gt & e b Senvens S ope—
1 revious experience n‘ h this speoies and 51m11ar1y appearing species:
\\cw__mMAL f bma%u-o( Mo, Ldash. @-\ut.\ 0.9&3 hawe Sce Ld‘ﬂ-.. B\- L‘"‘Q-“D]

15. Other observer

Corn Vot Chid st %%M&jnﬁfﬁibﬂm L Seabovsek; W, Melsn)

16. Did the others agree with you cat

o . , g 3 : o " e -
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: A QM

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:

NG madlse ony '* o— (‘.N\Bul"rvw < 'Peb\sm %\obws .n\ o
Uil wdh offet ﬁnaj;, N

19 ¢ obsel c'!:i_:; hivd did vou first write this description? “’d\\ H(t")
MHLQ—D-‘ \M&uﬂlo\ \H—w ‘c‘”\.(UwCuL—uP '2 %5 e -

ess.

“;”"!‘iU,.-.

Date: City, State:

M. Necston

(over)



If you watch birds solely for vour own enjoyment, there really is no need to
describe your ohservations in writing. But, if you have seen something unusual and
want to share this experience with others, a writtem description is essential. It is
true vour immediate friends who know and respect your ability probably will accept
your report without quéstion, but what abeut those vho do not know you, particularly
the bird students 100 years from now who cannot know you? Alsc, what about the habitual
gkeptics? And most importantly, what about the compilers of regional bird lists who
probably will insist that records be scientifically sound? All these critics will
investigate your observation not because they assume you are wrong, but murely because
thay ordinarily expect verification., Whether the individual demanding verification
rsalizes it or not, in doing so, he is employing a basic rule of the scientific method.

If your observation involves a common specles during a season of abundance,
verification is achieved simply by returning there again in season. If, however, the
observation involves a rare species, or a common species out of season, verirfication
is not obtained easily and special documentation is necessary. The best documentation
is a collected speeimea, acd many bird students ivsist this is the only accaptahie
avidance. However, others recegnize the importance and reliability of sight records
accumulated by the experienced field observer, and maintain that even extraordinary
sight records are acceptable if accompanied by an adequate verifying dascription.

It wust be emphasized that a request for documentation is not an affront, but an
effort to perpetuate a record by obtaining concrete evidence which may be permanently
preservaed for all to examine. This procedure is required for every extraordinary
observation irrespective of the observer.

It should also be pointed out that with the great photographic equipment now

available, species identification from photographs are possible. Such species
documentation are highly desirable and should be sent to the state editors or

@ to large museums.
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