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ILLINOIS DOCUMENTATION FORM FOR EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTINGS
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6. Description: Describe in great detail (but only include what actually was seen in the
field (the size, shape and color pattern of the bird(s). Tnclude a description of the
bill, eye, legs, feet, tail, body and wings as well as other diagnostic characteristics.
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Mail this completed form to: Avian Ecology Program, Natural Heritage Division
Dept. of Conservation, Springfield, IL 62701

If you have observed a common bird species during a season of abundance, verificatiom is
achieved simply by returning there again in season. If, however, the observation involves a
rare species, or a common species out of season or at an unusual location, and you wish to
share this experience with the scientific community, special documentation is necessary.

An acceptable documentation consists of one or more of the following: a collected, diag-
nostic specimen; a diagnostic photograph; a diagnostic recording of the bird's voice; or, an
accurate and detailed written description of the observation. It must be emphasized that a
request for documentation is not ad affront, but an effort to perpetuate a record by obtain-
ing concrete evidence which may be permanently preserved for all to examine. This procedure
is required for every extraordinary observation irrespective of the observer.



