Middlewestern Prairie Region
(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio)

TATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD.
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. @8 noi obtained zasiiy and specilal documentaiion is nesaseary. The Best documzniation
"is a callected-specimen, &nd maay bird sPudents insist this is the bnly aceeptable !

If you watehbirds solely for your own enjoyment, there really is no need to
describe your observations in writing. But, if yow have seen souething unuaual and
want to.share this euwperience with others, a written description is essential. 1t is
true vour immsdiate friends who. know and yespeet your ability ;rcb“wly will accept
your report without question, but what abeut those who do not know you, particularly
the bird stidents 100 gears.from now who cannot know you? Also,.what about the habitual |
skeptics? And most importaantly, what about the compilers of regional bird lists who
probably will insist that records be scientifically sound? All these critics will
investigate your cbservation not because thev assume you are wrong, but merely because
sheyhoxtindeilyrenpedimaci ficatdon. Whether the iadividusl demanding verification
reali:es ic or“nat, in doiag so,,ha is employing a basic rule of the sciemtific method.
k=" yuur ocseﬂvation.Lnuolves a common species during a season of abundance, .
verification is achiewedemelyﬁby returning there again in season. If, however, the l
obgservation involves (a8 rare species, or a common specles out of season, verification

evidence. . However; others recognize -the importancer~and relisbility of sight records
accumulated by the experienced field observer, and maintain that even extraordinary
sight records are acceptable if accompanied by anadequate verifying description.

It must be emphasized that a request for documentation is not an affront, but an
effart to perpetuate a recocd by obtainiag concreté evidence which may be permanently
preserved for all to examine. This procedure is required for every extraordinary
obsarvation irrespactive of the observer.

It should also be pointed out that with the great photographic equipment now
availabla, species identifieation from-phokographs are possible: Such species
documentation are hlghly ﬁEblrable and should be sent-to the state editors ox

‘to largs museums.
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