
ILLINOIS 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD. 

1. Species Pra erre Fa (te A 2. Number: / 

3. Location (» Lu 25 lake G Fe uis tla: 

4. Date: Manas l4FY¥ 5. Time Bird seen: /2/23fMto (2iasfe 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the 
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics, 

but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

Laws e@ va eter pe t ute A wing oy (e ug tadl. Grey te 9 ve ys brown be (ou, 

bedy leg hter tonal th ve at, Ya ef beutet dea rhs rey 2 vey 9 at. Under ui Ma 

(ight 9 vesyist Brown, Aarher tw tip 7 oar as \ bleach aloug s?¢ des anf Gods 

awd eked 4G s (4 att, rute AC Wg « Fo ve. eta eat? At ng seewed (79 kter 
than resto win 

7. Description of voivha: if ire“ ke ahh te vail 

; ; ' “rr -@ re a Pin ae ir 

8. Description of behavior: — veel 4g at a ky Uo rth a) lid ing , a ste > positien, 

9. Habitat - general: /(fssour? Reéver Va lle if 

specific: — 2: and adjacert Fielas 
i Ovneys La 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 

(Mtr (frn- same p (us size 

; ! PK , (OK 
ll. Distance (how measured)? 400 vacvds eo. ~jud al by leugth iZ. Optical equipmenc: Red OX 

pxrtine bevy ru View, avugle whkeuw rellte nueivth, : ROK ( , 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): S«« (o Obsernd —— 
Vig nt aud behind. Clears Ay n= 

14. Previous experience 2 ay pis ar species and similarly appears sie a6 all obs. Uy ave 

15. Other observers: Ceucs, Core, % Grian Blevius 

Ct, 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? yes 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: gene te Ma sy Awe ledge. 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 

Ps wane me’ uoles Geo ve £ foo PF at the 9 “tg €s wh cch i he 2 Ek ee 

C bse rvets vere xa mtutag, Checked flen uf 4G Rob biv t, Petbevon., 

(veo. gatdet Master g urthe. 

19. How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? “oe 

etter 0 bsevvattou, +uis sheet co wap oted PF hours later 

VZyaa C tz Address: Ree Me leH ax Bld, 

Signature 

Date: Ma 2s (46Y City, State: Lax tapout yA. Saree 

ter wade ast 

(over)



If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, there really is no need to 
describe your observations in writing. But, if you have seen something unusual and 
want to share this experience with others, a written description is essential. It is 
true your immediate friends who know and respect your ability probably will accept 
your report without question, but what about those who do not know you, particularly 
the bird students 100 years from now who cannot know you? Also, what about the habitual 
Skeptics? And most importantly, what about the compilers of regional bird lists who 
probably will insist that records be scientifically sound? All these critics will 
investigate your observation not because they assume you are wrong, but merely because 
they ordinarily expect verification. Whether the individual demanding verification 
realizes it or not, in doing so, he is employing a basic rule of the scientific method. 

If your observation involves a common species during a season of abundance, 
verification is achieved simply by returning there again in season. If, however, the 
observation involves a rare species, or a common species out of season, verification 
is not obtained easily and special documentation is necessary. The best documentation 
is a collected specimen. and many bird students insist this is the only acceptable 
evidence. However, others recognize the importance and reliability of sight records 
accumulated by the experienced field observer, and maintain that even extraordinary 
sight records are acceptable if accompanied by an adequate verifying description. 

It must be emphasized that a request for documentation is not an affront, but an 
effort to perpetuate a record by obtaining concrete evidence which may be permanently 
preserved for all to examine. This procedure is required for every extraordinary 
observation irrespective of the observer. 

It should also be pointed out that with the great photographic equipment now 
available, species identification from photographs are possible. Such species 
documentation are highly desirabie and should be sent to the state editors or to 
large museums.


