Middlewestern Prairie Region
(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio)

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD.

1. Species T\)e,c’- S‘mulglgrggl HQM?K 2. Number: /

3. Location__ Soutd end of Unien Sleugh P_gﬂqg abet K m. ) of Deer Meadow Popic

Area

4, Date: Af‘b"l‘ 30', 979 5. Time Bird seen:__ 2,00 Pp to_2: 0§

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage,- and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics,
but include only what actually was seen in the field):

Birc‘ Wwas s‘iﬂjn7 -on "‘H?nce Po.f"} a’my l"ch. ch‘ ch"" -“lr as we Siow,,
dyeve L)r. ?us{r S’mulc}ff Pa“h:"lt.s Weire. C’ear/y evident S‘/szeJ Car anJ
bacneJ u'o -ﬁ:‘r be‘H'cr View ., Hawic ‘F/eu) 72 S'Lm")l' c/is”;ance. ‘1% a 'free

flnd Shou kder patches amd fail Sfr-fe: were 21/9’4:*// Seen, Atler hawk lomded
in +Y'€l.'., ,'2h+ $+rﬂ'a.k';n9 oI ée[,/ idas S¢€en,

7. Description of voicé, if hear

Did met  Call.
8. Description of behavior: :
See abeves Athe -Ta'H'imy in tree for 2-3 Mimd'es, haw & Flew et “‘au)uan woaa‘s'.

9. Habitat - general: Pefuye is /dnit ‘m-:rshf wetland aree Surveunded b/ i;d-miu Lavmi

el : g
specific: Seubh end of r¢+ut‘|c hos extensive wooded arvea aleng Butfal, drea,

Creex. Tv westHy bo dev / Ce fHen wood.
10. Similarly appearing gsgcies Whith aré efln&t{at%gye ql.%?tnlionsc 6, 7 & g,

Explain:
-‘D.'e.tivus tic Chavacteristics were Seen wp elese i binecalars,
bc‘l'in;"‘t)r viet o red-tail eor Lroac;’-w.'ny.

H Divtane oy measreDt fpotcted & cordth, of 14 BB setpt
Coupty Pood rhll‘h{—-cf-myl ‘ x 35 inow lav s
13. Light (sky, light on bird, pos:{‘tlon of sun ih relation to bird and you):

CIoudy bu+ re‘a,*hvclr br.q’d’ deay,

14, Previous experience with this”species and s):{milarly appearing species:
Hove Obscrved red-sheuldered bamy and other haw ks ~for 20 years in many

15, Other cbservers: Pards of He
< ("q.
Ti'm Kline,, /?ﬁI. Pe"u-fe Mﬂu':.’ dMJ Q'tﬂ" WP y “#)’
16, Did the others agree with your identification? )’CS &

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird:

&lenn Nelfa

18, Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:

Nene.

19, How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? / weeK

: ' i _Address:M&Mﬁ)g kes, Xi 4
Signature Towa State Uhniv.
Date: )774/5/ :/' /779 City, State: Armes

(over)



If you watch birds solely for your own enjoyment, there really is no need to
describe your observations in writing. But, if you have seen something unusual and
want to share this experience with others, a written description is essential. It is
true your immediate friends who know and respect your ability probably will accept
your report without question, but what about those who do not know you, particularly
the bird students 100 years from now who cannot know you? Also, what about the habitual
skeptics? And most importantly, what about the compilers of regional bird lists who
probably will insist that records be scientifically sound? All these critics will
investigate your observation not becausc they assume you are wrong, but merely because
they ordinarily expect verification. Whether the individual demanding verification
realizes it or not, in doing so, he is employing a basic rule of the scientific method.

If your observation involves a common species during a season of abundance,
verification is achieved simply by returning there again in season. If, however, the
observation involves a rare species, or a common species out of season, verification
is not obtained easiiy and special documentation is necessary. The best documentation
is a collected specimen, and many bird students insist this is the only acceptable
evidence. However, others recognize the importance and reliability of sight records
accumulated by the experienced field observer, and maintain thal even extraordinary
sight records are acceptable if accompanied by an adequate verifying description.

It must be emphasized that a request for documentation is rot an affront, but an
effort to perpetuate a record by obtaining concrete evidence which may be permanently
preserved for all to eramine. This procedure is required for every extraordinary
observation irrespective of the observer.

It should also be pointed out that with the great photographic equipment now
available, species identification from photographs are possible. Such epecies
documentation are highly desirable and should be sent to the state editers or to
large museums.



