IOWA BREEDING BIRD ATLLAS DOCUMENTATION FORM
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Description of bird(s): include size, shape, detailed description
of all parts including bill, eye, head, neck, back, wings, tail,

throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet; also voice and be-

havior. Use additional sheets if necessary.

Very large dark bird, gliding flat winged toward me ifrom the north
at a hieght of aoout 500 feet. As 1t passed over the fcllowiﬁg

obserbations were made. The underside appeared uniformly dark
with the wing linings appearing olack. The head was deiinitely
feathered, the tall slightly fanned. The entire olrc propcrtioned
like that of a 3uteoc except the wings were much longer. As I con-
tinued to ooserve 1 tcok note of the c¢istinct fli ht pattern,
soafing flat winged with occasional wing-oeats, usually three or
four in succesion then another long glide. Flight was steacy and
in one direction, no tilting or rocking. Estimated flight speed

45 miles per hour.

i mi liminated: _ '
Similar species and how eliminate Turky Vultures are smaller,

thier heac is small and not feathered. They scatr in a dlhercral
rocking anu tilting unsteadily. 3ald kagle imm. has white areas
in the wing linings, and shorter taill,

Did anyone have reservations about identification? 1f so, explain: RO



Viewing conditions: lighting, distance and how measured, optical

equipment used. Clear sky, evening sun shining on suoject below
and from behind me., Hieght ‘approximately S5CO feet.
equinment used; & X 4C - 16 X 40 binoculars, with zoom.

Frevious experience with this species and other similar ones:

Golcen Eagle; several have oeen observec durlng past winter,

and spring migration. Une at close range while it was perched

on rocky ledged. I am familiar with thier flight pattern.

Turkey Vultures; common summer resident, seen frequently, I am
very familiar with thier physical and behavioral characteristics,

Bald Eagle imm, common migrant, winter resident,seen often along river,
B R: Give all details observed that indicate

that the species breeds on the block. If nest, eggs, young, or

courtship display were observed, describe in detail.

Mo evidente of nesting at this time, other than bird observed
in area during breeding season,

1§ books or other birders were consulted before writing up the
documentation, please list them here: :

A Fleld Guide To the Birds East of the Rockies; Roger Tory Peterson
Iowa 3irds; Linsmore,Kent, Koenlg, Peterson, Roosa
Darwin Koenig, was consulted

How long after observation were field notes made?
field nots were made on the spot.

How long after observation was this form completed?

Same evenlng



