
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Merlin How many? | 

Location? Shte Fores? Mursury Aes 

Type of habitat? flushed au_of a rowot Pine trees 

When? date(s): 29 feh /965 time: 4:20 fy to 4is5 PM 
” 

Who?your name and address: Stove Dinsmore Yo24 Arkanas Lr. Ames. CA_Sd0L0 

others with you: 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, 
under 

tail, ‘legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

The bird was + Sf Chished from GQ sow of pine Fees, The 

followng field marks were noted: medium seed bid, aboud a for 

long. The narrows pomted wavy 5 and [ong , Marya fail identi fred the 

bird as a small falar. Tre bird B vculd thy “4s wangs reply 

guite rapidly. This rs typica / light behavjor boy fuleons. As th 

bird few around (J an consdan tly dwing at ahy of the nuweros 

Cloud im tleavea, When tle bird would Flare AMWAY ater a 

dive, ty could plainl Jee the dark bars on th tail and tle 

uniformly dark colored hack. The bid was also heavi ly 
strea hed pn te belly and on tbe urdorside 5s o F the Mel be G 5 

These field masks identity the bird asa Merlin. The bird vas 

seen for approxuna tely 25 min, before it fina My disappeared (nto 

ayotber row of pine tfE°S, 

Similar species and how elim
inate : Sharp-shured Hawk eliminated by lack othontel wings, heavily streaked un

degpart s. 

Am, hestre | elt inate because fhe bird no red on bach or tas]. This bred 

b lo bak unlip . Kestrel, Am. kestrel also lac 

= ps rape ly darko nf exbebited, hs bird also lached trong eed, pattern of 
Ar beste), 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identifica
tion? 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Light was excellen t~ sun behud me avd a clear Thy. Estima 

Viewms distawe was 20’—200' fee}, Used a Orl 20x Télescpe and 

| Nikon @%23 Buwcqirs | : 
Previous experience with species and similar ones: fave seen several Merlins. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

Nos Fld Guide te Bid rok bache acce | 
How long before field notes made? hour this form completed? [ hour 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 


