
P Middlewestern Prairie Region 
(lowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio) 

BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD 

1. Species Greater Scaup 9. Wumbe o2° female 

3. Location Hickory ary Lake, Story County, Iowa 

4, Date:_20 Nowmeber 1985 5. Time Bird seen: :10 to | 4:25 

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the plumage,-and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics 
> but include only what actually was seen in the field): 

Brown duck, much bigger than Ruddy, much bulker than Canvasback, & bigger headed & 
bigger & longer beaked than Lesser Scaup male. (All thsse at one time or another 
within 3 feet of this duck). Head also much more rounded than male Lesser 
Scaup. FHXK Flapped wings a few times on one occassion - wing stripe extending 
quite a long way down wing. Patch abound base of beak not quite a white as 

usual - more buffy-white. eyg- yrllarr : 

7. Description of voice, if heard: 

8. Description of behavior: frequently going under water. Cuithier ndou  Vew 

o| aa Ce i nN. ia we fi a 

9. llabitat - general: Jake J Y. “ye 67 scenes ge tt 6 bbles . 

specific: FO, elt: 

O. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain: 
Lesser Scaup - has mekem peaked head, smaller - less wide beak - this was by direc 

comparison with birds as close as fist apart. Wing sbripe shorter. 
» 

1. Dletance (how measured)? 35 - 50 yds 12. Optical equipment: 
20 x 80 binocubars 

3. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 
sun to my west; bird to my N W& then N. good light 

4, Preyilous experience with this species and Bimilarly appearing species: 
Saw one on 17th at Saylorviller Res. Was able to compare ‘wrens Fesber Séaup very 

4. Other cbservers: close by. Vh is (r2— 

h. Did the others agree with your identification? 

/, Other observers who independently identified this bird: 

3g Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description 
277Wa- Ung Berens DM 29 Less ey; JewngeS — This bird wns hardly 

pac be ee eH Lasse; bat vone hearer bath with thte ke 
tes Yow oh wenn rer peef bend, x larger bi l/. Ths. Pht se bis 
Pi Peeren~e Wan sa i be g bums. 

3. How long after observing this bird did you first write this d ? 
ww ey? ve 

s description? 

LZZLL ; EZ Address: — oe 
Sfgnature ™ 

Date: 20 Nov 1985 City, Sta Ames, Iowa 50010 

(over)


