
DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Species ’rrairie Falcon 

How Many si 

Location ?’Big Creek &.F., Folk Co.-north end 

Habitat?Tfiving over lake 

Date YS bep i’se 

Timevile: 35-Le:36 p.m. 
Observers Name and address:Steve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, IA 
SOOLO 

thers who saw bird:keid & Fam Allen 

Description of bird: We were Looking over shorebirds at the north end 

of Big Creek L. when I noticed a large raptor flying low over the 

jake. The shorebirds quickly flushed when the raptor approached, and 

continued to fly aroqund while the bird was present. Initially, we 

thought the bird was an accipiter, but the pointed wings soon 

identitied the bird as a falcon. 

We observed the bird for about three minutes before it flew out 

of sight to the south. Im flight, the black axillaries of the bird 

were clearly evident. The wings were long and pointed and the tail 

was long and slender. The rest of the underparts were white with some 

darker speckles on the belly and breast. The upperparts were grayish, 

xcept that the upper surtace of the tail. was browner. The bird 

appeared to be about the Size of a crow, or perhaps slightly larger. 

Similar species and how @liminated: The large size, lang tail, lang, 

pointed wings, and dark axillaries @liminate all other raptors. 

| Viewing conditions and @equipment:Viewing conditions were goad with the 

sun behind us. Estimated viewing distance was about 100 yards. Be. 

used Bausch and Lomb 840 bineculars and a Buschnell 20-43x spotting 

Scope. 
: 

Previous experience with species:I have seen many Prairie Falcons in 

western states and I have seen both Frairie and Feregrine falcons in 

LOWA. 
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How long betore tiela notes were made ?made immediately atter sighting 

How long betore this form was completed’s days


