
VOLUMENTATION FORM 

Species ?Long-billed Dowitcher 
How Many?l juv. 
LocationsBig Creek State FPark-north end 

Habitat Ymuddy area alang lake 

Date rl? Nov LY? 

Time vaporox.,. 4205-4240 p.m. 

Ubservers Name and addressristeve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, IA 
SOO La 

thers who aw birdsnone 

Description of bird:itThe bird was feeding with several Common Snipe and 

Kilildeer on large, muddy area. The bird was larger and heavier than 

the snipe, but about the same shape. The bill was very long, 

straight, and dark. The legs were also dark and relatively short. 

The back was light gray with some paler edgings to the scapulars. The 

wings were also light gray with lighter feather edgings. The . 

underparts were Lighter than the back and were dingy gray/brown in 

color. The undertail coverts were white with several distinct, black 

barges extending onto the ftlanks., The head was gray with a distinet 

light line over the eye. l was pretty sure the bird had to be a 

Long~-bill by the date, but I flushed it just to make gure. Upon 

flushing, the bird uttered several sharp, rather Loud “pip” notes. i 

also gaw the white rump when the bird flew. The bird did not return 

to the area after I flushed it. 

Similiar species and how @liminated:Short-billed Dowitcher eliminated 

by the birds call note(should be softer notes tar Short-bill>d and by 

the combination of gray/brown underparts, gray back with light teather 

edgqings, and barred undertail coverts. 

Yiewing conditions and @quipment: Viewing conditions were good with the 

gum behind me. Estimated viewing distance was as-close as SO +teet 

before [ tlughed the bird. IT used Nikon 8x23 binoculars and a 

Busehnell 20-45x spotting scape. 

FPeeyvylous @xperience with gpecies:! have seen numerous Longe and 

Shart-billed doawitchers in lowa and have experience identifying the 

birds by call note. 

Reterences cansulted: NGS Field Guide to the birds 

How long betoare tield notes were made yrnone made 

How long betore this torm was completed’Ys hours atter sighting 


