
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? Surf Scotec How many? 5 

Location? near the dam at Saylorville Reservoir, Poll County 

Type of habitat? Lame yeservir, seen near rock dam _ 

When? date(s): October 27, /78F time: /2 30 Pato 3:95 Pm 

Who?your name and address: Mark _D. Dixon, RRQ Bax 763, Waukee, ja, 50263 

others with you: Vo other obSey vers 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, u
nder 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. : 

Medium Sizaud ducks , larger thay coofy or vadd y duck, They URLR basically all dart, brawn 

with two white patches on each side of the Qed. The bill was bulleier Han in most ducks 

and was dark ~clored also. Lf also approved that feathering did not dxtond down onto 

Ure (rill Cas lt dots in White -wingtt). Features Pe Hye Qyo” were sail elseruee , axcept 

Ht there was on White spat in front, and ont behind tte Cye (Farthe back on lead), 

The frat spb was distinct ane smolle- Hrar the track , which was dishrot but d/Fused Someubet 

nto fat bean olor ot the head, The top oF fhe dad ord bach A fle nec append 

OOS Hen He rest of Me lidad, und no lait spot war Seem an fae bape, At yest, 

Hie loack and uslaas were dork lprewn, Showlas ue white whatsoev
er, The tal was 

yas codes up Somewhert, q [trem not fo The Oxturt saan in the fuddy duck, 
dark ad Up 3 / , y 

The ball, 5 whitish em Ughter lorry ; the unde ful was hat 
acticed , tag leas el 

Ce Lock Coccasionally som ulin preening? 
) appewrd gfay!Shy » The undu sides oF the Wines, 

s owt when the birds occasionally Happed , w 45 r igliher brousey but CulniWaed 

no white gateh, Wha sen én Plight » Hie upper = SWhr@ appemtd al| dok brew
, 

ith no white pate on fhe secondeviss. The ducks raistd Har bills — on 

<ayyal occasions, also Somehres strates their necks ot over tha water. However, 

Urey neuer Dec dove. No calls were hevd,
 Lt was uot noticed /F they Van along 

Hye surface fo talieof€, 

Similar species and how eliminated: Distinawislad fra, Black Scotter farale ym Immature 

hy two WUsth'act vWte Facs Spots . Dishing whe Fon Wee ~winaeed Scotter 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about
 identification? Vo Cho otter obsecuus ) 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), a
nd optical equipment: 

ood fight, distance judged tn loe wittin 200 fart Cat closest 

abcarued with QOXx Bushnel/ spotting scope, also ustd Px Jase lut 
Little wud dH, i 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Have 3H dui ee see 

Surf and Whte-winged Scotus in Wayhington / Lhite-wiratd ir) Toxas | ; 

References and persons consulted before writing description: /ooed at stuwal Leh gwdes om 

santdas. Used A Field Guide _ty te Birds yy Peterson, in the Fic ld, 
5 FE: « i 1s 2 : , 

How long before field notes made? o ays this form completed? days afty sigh King 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240


