BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OQF
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD

Species: Thayer's Gull (winter adult) Numbers 1
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Others before/with/after: Ann_ Johnson
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Date: 12/24/93 Time Bird Seen: 10:008M tolld: 35FM
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Habditant & circumstances: Open water below zpillway.

Dezscriptions: The Gull was in adult winter plumages. I picked thiz bird out
because of +it'zs zmall size compared to the other Herrving Gulls preszent (40).
It was =maller than any of the Herring gulls present, but 241717 much laraer
than any of the numerous Ring-biTlled aulls. The head appeared more rounded
than the Herring gulls and the heavy brown streaking on the nape and neck was
more axtensive and darker than any Herring prezent. The Bi171 w/a red gonys
mark om the Tower mandible was shorter and thinner w/less gonys than the
Herring=s. The aye Hiriz was dark nobt vellowizsh as in all the Herrinas
present. The eve [Hdris was clearly vigibkle from this distarnce. Although I
didn 't study the primariez closely, Tike I showld have, they appeared tobe the
zame color of black with the same whnite markingas as the Herrings. The gull
waz not flushed., The Teas ware briagakht pink.

Description of voice: N/H.

Similarly appearing species: sese above

Mistance (how measured) @ S0-60yds

Optical sguipment: Kowa Z0x to &0x Spotting Scope.
Light: sunny excellent Tiaht.

Frevious experience with speciaes: Seen 2 in Lowa, probab?y more common thar
reported because of Ht's difficulty to Hddentify at a distance.

Anvone have reservations?: no.
Books and references: none
Time of field rnotes: 1 yAa sigbt' Firnal typing: 20 days
Signature: K MMANLN_ S Addreszs: 609 S. Main St.

Datm: 01-14-94
Centerville, Ia. S2544



