
+ DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird Sightings in Iowa 

What species? BURROWING OWL How many? 4 

Location? 14 miles southwest of Aurelia in Cherokee Co. Section 21 of 

Pitcher TIwsp. Type of habitat? Bare sround,hozlot, ag. land 

When? date(s): 5 June 1985 time: 1730 to 1815 

Who?your name and address: Dick Bierman 901 Harris Cherokee [Iowa 51012 

others with you: Bill Glawe the farmer that alerted me about them | 

others before or after you:_syAkiod BREWEL  VERWON BIERMAN, Tim Hubeg 

Jescribe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tai’, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

The birdswaseperched on top of a hog house,about 6feet off the ground. 
Theylwewes tan witha darker brown necklace, large yellow eyes, no ear tuffs, 

and long legs. I approached within 50 feet to photo them and 3 took off. 
I photoed the remaining owl. It then flew and made a fast short circle above 
my head and settled back on the ground aboutlvO' away. The other three had 
flown some 500° out into a corn fe#@ld that was about 1’ high. From a distance 
they could have easily been passed over as meadowlarks as they were about the 
same size. I then picked up a pellet from below the perch. It had many 
small bones and insect parts visible. I will include it with this report. 
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Similar species and how eliminated: Screech owl- has ear tufts. Short eared owl 
is much larger and has small ear tufts. 

I have seen many Burrowing owl out in SouthDakota in Prairiedog towns. 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? No 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

50' Light on my back shining on bird. bright sun. 600mm mirror lens, 
and a 15-60x BauschzxLamb Spotting scope. 

“Previous experience with species and similar ones: 

References and persons consulted before writing description: 

- pEwIm@ BiRds pone 
“ow Jong before field notes made? ATs ré”"' this form completed? 22 hes. 

“alo TO: 7. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240


