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For Extraordinary Bird Siaghtinas in Iowa 
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When? date(s): December 20th, 1955 

Whee your mane and address: Ray Cummins Centerville, Iowa 52544 

Cthers with your John Hoogerheries stots eran ener arene eens wones eens weeee senne oflte soem comes conan eneny enaee eetee couse onees eueee eens Seses euene Geen eases Sound eases Geese eunee UNDE SERIE OEY GENES GUEED SIELE COntt euteD GENES Goeee SOtES GOES GUNES CURED GeneD GnEG GRINS GEESE GOGDS G5SED GeneD GteND Queso GheeD GOU=® Gte=e atu cote tune esese Geum esses 
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Describe the bird(s) includina only what you observed. Include size, share, 
details of all parts (bill, eye, head, meck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, © * belly, undertail, legs, & feet). Also mantion voice and behavior. ge Se te: ee 

The follewing features were used to identify this Merlin: ~ | gi) hee ; 
1) Small pointed winged falcor. 
4) Light brown back & wings indicating the subspecies exspected in Iowa. 
3) Slightly Heavier breast than Sparrow Hawk. 
4) Barred tail w/ wider black terminal band. 
a Breast heavily streaked up & down w/ dark marks. 
6) Flight fast & direct w/short alides. 

Similar species: haw @liminated: American K 
and did hover durina flight. Eurasian Kester 
wedaed. 

strel by tail patern, heavy breast, 

e1 female by tail was squared mat. 
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Did anyone disagree or have reservations about the identification? no 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), optical equipment. 
10x50 Nikon binoculars at SO to 150yds in good light, a very good look at a 
hunting Marlin. e: 

ki ' Fee 8 ae he, SA 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: ‘Seen. annually in Iowa . 
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Reference and persons consulted before writina des scriptions Nore 

How Jong before field notes made? Bo Hrs. This form completed? 12 day 


