LOCUMENTATION FORM
For Extracrdinary Bird Sightings in Iowa
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Who? your name and address: Ray Cummins Centeryv
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Cthers with your _John_Hoogerheriee
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Others before or after you

Dezcribe the bird(z) dncluding only what vou cbzerved. Include s4dze,

details of all parts (bill, eye, head, reck. back,
belly, undertail, Teas, & feet).

shape,

wing, tail, throat, breast,”

Also mention voice and behavior. R
k&3

The followinag features were used to identify this Merlin: ; 8 ;

1) Small pointed wingsd falcom.

Z2)  Liaht brown back % wings dindicating the subzpeciez exspected +in Iowa.

3) STliahtly Heavier hreast than Sparrow Hawk.

4) PBarred tail w/ wider black terminal band.

S Breast heavily streaked up & down w/ dark marks.
£) Flight fast &% direct w/short glides.

Similar specie
and did hover
wadaed.

=: how eliminated: American Kestrel by tail patern, heavy breacst,
durina flbiaht. Eurasian KEestrel female by tail was squared not

Did anyorne disaares or have reservations about the [ddentdification? LI T o
If yves, explain:

Viewing conditionz: aive lHiaghtina. distance (how measured) .,
10x50 Nikon binocularz at S0 to 150yds in good lHigaht,
tiunting Marlin.

optical equipment.
a very agood look at a
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Preavious experience with species and similar ones: Seen annually +in Iowa
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Reference and perszons consulted before writing description: None




