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DUCUMENTAT CON FORM 

Species Great Black~backed Gull 
How Many?l tirst-winter 

Locations’saylorville Reservoir, Folk Co.-off Jester Fark 

Habitatyteeding with other guils on large reservoir 

Date?/ Nov 1987 

fimevapprox., LOsiSe-1LO:20 a.m. , 

Ubservers Name and addresg:steve Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, IA 
BOOLG 

Uthers who Saw birds:sAndy Fix 

Description oft bird: We first noticed the bird because of its large 

Size as compared to numerous Ring~billed and Herring gulls. I taok 

the tollowing notes while the bird was under observation. 

“bill absolutely enormous campared ta Herring Guill-slightly longer and 

much thicker 

“~bill entirely dark 

“head mostly white with a dark area around the eyei(this may have been 

tne eye itself? 

“underparts also white with Light brown speckling on sides 

“mantle and scapulars brown with some larger, darker marks throughout 

“wing pattern(seen as bird tlew around) was as tollows; inner wing 

light brown, gradually becoming darker towards wing tipsti.e. 

primaries very dark);-secondaries also very dark-no light “window” seen 

on inner primaries ) 
~leqgs were palei(not dark)-specitic color not seen 

“Call white with marrow, dark terminal band . 

“underwing seemed dark 

-pird tlew with slower wingbeats than Herring Gulls 

We aged the bird as first-winter on the basis oft the dark bill and 

entirely brown mantle. 

Similar species and how @liminated: The large size and dark wingtips 

@liminates all gulls except Western and Yellow~-tooted. The massive, 

dark bill, tail pattern, and pale body color eliminates these. 

Yiewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were good with tne 

Sun mastly behind us. Estimated viewing distance was £50 yards at the 

closest. l used a Huschnell 20O-45x spotting scope. 

Previous experience with species:I have seen one other Great 

Klack-backed Gull in lowa (Nov-Dec 1973o) and many in Massachusetts. 

IULde to oma ~ - wetet sete fener © oe —_— . Werth America kererences consulted: NGS Field 

How Long betore tield notes were maderwritten during ouservation 

row Long betrore this torm was completed?vwritten on 26 Nov 1967


