Middlewestern Prairie Region
(Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio)

BIFDS: '"VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF AN’ EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD.

1. SpeciesNORTHERN SHRIKE 2. Number: _ one

3. LocationBlckory Hill parRk, Iowa City, Iowa
4. Daté:gblér)#ember 1976 5. Time Bird seen:___9:30 a.m.to_9:35 a.m.

6. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of the
plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic characteristics,

but include only what actually was seen in the field): The bird was first seen as it
perched in a tree. Shrike shpfe, large size captured my attention. It:flew
in a long descending glide to ground and then perched in another tree where
I observed: light coloratinn above, mask clearly not meeting above beak,
sealing on breast, light color of basal part of lower mandible, sire of
bird judged to be distinctly larger than my image of a loggerhead shrike.

1. Pescription of voice, if heard: not heard

8. Description of behavior: Curinsity. It kept staring at me so I was able to
have good look at mask-bill relatinonship. Gliding flight drop tn ground.
9. Habitat - general:grassy-bushy hillside at edge of Iowa Clty, in city park.
specific: perched in small tree. Bushes on hillside mostly
Hawthorne of snme tyve, with several locust trees higher up the slope.
10, Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8, Explain:
Loggerhead shrike lacks breast scaling,light base of lower mandible,
is a smaller bird, darker asbove, with mask spreading out in front of
the eye soi’as tp meet above the bill. On this bird the mask tanered

: t e so not to meet over the bill.
i1, Diggﬁcehhosymeasure%% 25-30 feet. paced. 12. Optical equipment: 8x35 binsec.

|3, Light lsky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you):
Somewhat overcast sky, sun-observor-bir%taggéa 2 ggt 170 degrees for

4. Previous experience with this species and simi arf appearing species: :
qever sper’fpbefore. Man-{ml?l:%gerhe?ds seen yianaallf‘gonga and more recently
‘5- $ 5

ﬁewigt%e%qd spring . gsour
'%ﬁe LYY was ‘seen and identified independentlg EK Mike Newln somels-go
rike F

mjbrlgt S e%rller. Bor%er Milkman had reported s (sp® on 11/1 in H i11
L6, the others agree with your identification? yewlnn, yes. .
17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: Mike Newlon

18. Books, 111uatratio}m' and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:
None consulted “for description as I've looked for species previnasly.

Peterson and Robbins et.sl. were consulted to be sure my description
fit that of Northern and nothing else.

&

|9, How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? about 10
minutes. I ran home to call Newlon who was already in the parkl
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