Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists’ Union Printed: 11/04/94

Ferruginous Hawk Record Number: 93-HH
31 Dec 1954 Classification: NA
Marshall or Grundy County, Marshall Co., IA

Mrs. Harold Brown, Mrs. J. Ray King

Pierce 1955, Brown 1971, Wilson 1988

REFERENCES

Christmas Bird Count: IBL 25:10

Brown 1971

Wilson 1988
VOTE: 4 A-D, 1 NA

A-D, Bill clark reviewed this record for Barb Wilson and
accepted it ("Ad. III"). This is one of three sight records
accepted by Wilson. The combination of field marks (white
underparts, rufous shoulders, white tail) would be the easy to
see and fit adult Ferruglnous well. I would like to have a lot
more field marks for confirmation, but am hesitant to dismiss
this bird because of that. A borderline call. Brown (1971) gives
the location as Grundy County while the CBC account only mentions
Marshalltown (Marshall County) and Eldora/Pine Lake (Hardin
county). I assume Brown got further information from the
observers. /thk

NA, This description is no more convincing than others which
have been rejected. Was the tail white above also? What about
feathering on tarsi? I believe reasonable doubts exist here. The
description is a little too simplistic; also the eastward
location raises questions in my mind. /wrs
RE-VOTE: 2 A-D, 2 NA, 1 no vote recorded

NA, Agree with Ross that we should be conservative on old
records of this species. /thk

A-D, OK, let’s look at this another way. We have a hawk with
pure white underparts, rufous back, and white tail. What else
could it have been? No Rough-leg or Red-tail has this combination
of field marks. This description is thin, but is beyond
reasonable doubt./cjb

NA, ’Rufous’ is subjective =-- need better description of bird
-- sounds like a Krider’s Red-tail to me./wrs



q43-fH

Ferruginous Hawk "

Pierce, F. J. 1955. The 1954 Christmas bird census in Iowa. IBL 25:5-12. (p 10)

13, MARSHALLTOWN (lowa River in and near cily, and auto trip to
Eldora and Pine Lake; 50% open country, 50% woodland), Dec. 31; 8 a. m. to
3:30 p. m. Temp. 10° to 34°; wind SE, 5 m. p. h.; 1 mile on foot, 110 by car.
Observers together. Mrs. Harold Brown, Mrs. J, Ray King.

Ferruginous Rough-leg sat in a tree not more than 100 feet away; it was
pure white from bill to end of Lail, excepl that head, neck, back and shoulders
were rufous; white tail had no black band at tip. Both this bird and Golden
Eagle were studied with 7x35 binoculars and 20x ‘scope. .Golden Eagle's un-
usually large size was noted; also the white tail with dark terminal band,
and white on wings al base of primaries. Both birds were observed on five
different days. (A Golden Eagle was previously taken by a man living near
Parkersburg, which is near here; specimen mounted.—Mrs, J. R, KO
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Wilson, B. L.

1988. Records of Ferruginous Hawk in Iowa.
Iowa Bird Life 58:95-100.

(cont)

Ferruginous Hawk Records for lowa Through 1987

Date County Reference Comment
25Jun 1901  Black Hawk DuMont 1933 specimen lost?
before 1907  Linn Anderson 1907 detail, Clark-
4 Nov 1914 Wapello Spiker 1924 dead bird, no detail
17 Sep 1917  Woodbury Stephens 1918 mounted, no detail
2 Apr 1919 Keokuk DuMont 1933 2, no detail
7Dec 1919 Story Stoner 1920 specimen, no detail
3 Oct 1921 Woodbury Stephens 1930 mounted dark female
23 Nov 1921  Plymouth Stephens 1930 mounted female
28 Mar 1923  Keokuk DuMont 1933 2, no detail
17 Mar 1926  Buchanan Pierce 1930 no detail
6 Jun 1929 Polk DuMont 1929 2, detail, Clark-
13 Apr 1930  Buchanan Pierce 1930 no detail
29 Mar 1934  Dallas-Perry DuMont 1934 2, detail, Clark-
29 Mar 1934  Dallas-Long Pond  DuMont 1934 2, no detail
9 Apr 1934 Dickinson DuMont 1934 detail, Clark-
11 Apr 1934  Clay DuMont 1934 no detail
17 Apr 1934 Emmet DuMont 1934 detail, Clark-
20 Mar 1936  Woodbury Stiles 1946 no detail
21 Aug 1936 lowa Univ. IA specimen 29674 See photos
2 Jan 1939 Johnson Johnson 1939 3, detail, Clark-
13 May 1946 Dickinson/Emmet  Musgrove et al. 1947 no detail
8 Sep 1946 Polk Stiles 1946 no detail
1 Oct 1951 Fremont Brown 1971 no detail
- 31Dec 1954 Grundy IBL 25:10 detail, Clark+
3 Nov 1962  Adair Petersen 1962 detail, Clark-
1963 Marshall IBL 34:10 no detail
1963 Cherokee IBL 34:20 no detail
26 Dec 1966  Bremer IBL37:6 no detail
26 Dec 1970 Page IBL 41:13 detail, Clark-
17 Dec 1972  Story IBL 43:4 no detail
28 0ct 1973  Page IBL 43:104 7, detail, Clark+
28 Dec 1974 Bremer IBL 45:8 no detail
Feb 1977 Lucas Roosa and Bartlett 1977 no detail
27 Oct 1977  Pocahontas Gilmer et al. 1985 road kill, banded
27 Oct 1977  Page doc, IBL 47:144
Feb 1978 Harrison IBL 48:70 detail, Clark-
3,7 Feb 1979 Johnson/lowa doc (2), IBL 49:24 Clark-
26 Dec 1980  Fremont doc, IBL 52:42 RC(80-27)-, Clark-
26 Oct 1983  Page doc, IBL 54:38 RC(83-31)+, Clark+
22 Sep 1984 Marshall doc, IBL 55:58 RC(84-24)+, Clark-
250ct 1984  Pocahontas doc (2), IBL 55:58 RC(84-23)-, Clark+
23 Dec 1984 Tama doc, IBL 55:58 RC(84-34)-
28 Mar 1985 Cherokee doc, IBL 56:44 RC(85-03)-
29 Sep 1985  Story doc, IBL 86:44 RC(85-16)-, Clark+
1Feb 1986  Appancose doc, IBL 57:78 RC(86-06)-

IBL citations are for Field Reports, Christmas Bird Counts, Bird Banding Summaries, and
Records Committee Reports in lowa Bird Life; doc = documentation on file with Records Com-
mittee; no detail = no description of the bird; RC() = Records Committee (record number); Clark

= William S. Clark; + = accepted record; - = record not accepted.

Reports since 1970 were all from fall and winter (September through
February). Most were from October (5), December (5), and February (4),
months when this species is expected. Of course, other hawks, including
Krider’s Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamacensis krideri), also migrate through and
winter in lowa during these months and may be confused with Ferruginous

Hawk.
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