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DOCUMENTATIONS 

Vernon Kleen, 16 Jan 
Robert Cecil, 17 Jan 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 57:55 
Records Committee: IBL 58:74 

VOTE: ie-lil, 6~-iil 

III, One documentation was written 10 days later and this 
makes it difficult to evaluate. Cecil took field notes, so I 
concentrated on his documentation only. A "breeding" plumage 
Franklin’s Gull in mid-January is surprising but not impossible. 
Grant says that "unlike any other gull, Franklin’s has a complete 
molt in both spring and autumn." He goes on to say that all 
moults after the post-juvenile one are "always complete, in 
autumn prior to the southward migration (from July to October) to 
winter plumage, and in ‘spring’ prior to the northward migration 
(from November to April) to summer plumage." Thus, this bird was 
probably a northward migrant and could have begun its moult to 
summer plumage in November. The descripotion iself seems 
conclusive and rules out any of the rarer gulls. 

III, Excellent descriptons written 3 and 10 days after 
sighting. 

III, Very good study and documentations. They describe adult 
breeding plumage Franklin;s Gull very well. A highly unusual time 
of year for this species to be in Iowa. 

III, Good description for this bird at a very unusual date. 
III, convincing description by both documentors. 
III, I don’t like the time delay before the descriptions were 

written, but it’s a distinctive species. What really bothers me, 
though, is how a Franklin’s Gull in apparent fresh breeding 
plumage was in Keokuk in January.



IT.0.R.@.. RECORD NUMBER 

ILLINOIS DOCUMENTATION FORM FOR EXTRAORDINARY BIRD: SIGHTINGS 57 ~O| 

1. Species: Ap big Mel Number seen: / 

(If known) Age: Va Sex: i Plumage: BLAS 

2. Location (including county) » Meomlton MMerwbe le). gf tink as uepeen C pe o 

3. Date(s): / CLen. 19S 7 Time of day: SOS 2.29 0 JO °#5S) G2). 

4. Observers -- WA name: Lernon Keen Phone: G7) g36- FY7C6 

Address: K4 FZ Let IS / ALAS. ZZ Zip 26/3 

Others present: Hatly Lashes, larg Lcaypecbees, et. ak, 

Others bewewemeer after you: ae/L, Joel Green bere, 7? 

5. Describe the habitat the bird(s) was found in and the surrounding habitat: 

6. Description: Describe in great detail (but only include what actually was seen in the 

field (the size, shape and color pattern of the bird(s). Include a description of the 

bill, eye, legs, feet, tail, — and wings as well as other (Glagnostic « characteristics. 
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Species: Vit’ gt £2929 Date seen: / 7 Observer; Ly LD 

7. Similar species (explain how eliminated): tills tities, anaes cttnvine
 (id 

and Kltch fusctd rf Meloni. 
8. Describe the bird's behavior: Onciy bu LET gil ee; Vat Piet tignt 

9. Describe the song or call notes heard: 

“ho. Viewing conditions: 

Optical equipment used (type, power): en sOx #0 | 

— 

Closest distance to bird (how measured): 2D adeaie J sitomeTed \ 
Z wth 

chee "9 

Was the bird photographed? Say whom? , on 

Lighting and weather: 

11. Summarize previous experience with this species and similar species?
 

Wuied wagtivorice elf Franddews, pheeiptot 4 karige. 2 els, ag 

; : ee 
Onl fleets Lectin Fedn of Oleh bred Gt, 

12. Other observers who did not agree with the identification (expla
in): Vane 

13. List books and illustrations consulted and advice received. How did these influence 

his description? eS aS 

oe And hud. Ae/ Fee AM be. tontucted F 

14. How long after observing the bird(s) before field notes completed? JO Bes £3 

15. How long after observing the bird(s) before this form compl
eted? CO slbagfatert 

Mail this completed form to: Avian Ecology Program, Natural Heritage Division 

Dept. of Conservation, Springfield, IL 62/01 

If you have observed a common bird species during a season of abundance, verification is 

achieved simply by returning there again in season. If, however, the observation involves a 

rare species, or a common species out of season or at an unusual location, and you wish to 

share this experience with the scientific community, special documentation is necessary. 

An acceptable documentation consists of one or more of the following: a collected, diag- 

nostic specimen; a diagnostic photograph; a diagnostic recording of the bird's voice; or, an 

accurate and detailed written description of the observation. It must be emphasized that a 

request for documentation is not an affront, but an effort to perpetuate a record by obtain- 

ing concrete evidence which may be permanently preserved for all to examine. This procedure 

is required for every extraordinary observation irrespective of the observer.



§7~o/ 

POCIHEM PAT LOR FORDE for extracrc pinay bird sightings in lova 

Whak Specims > Franklin's Gull (Larus pipixcan) Herve meny 2] ad. 

l.ocakican:? Lock and Dam 19, Keokuk, Lee Co, lowa. 

Type of Habitat? River rapids 

When? date(s)? Jan. 17. 1967 times 12:30 PM tol2:45 PM 

Who? vaur rama ane ne eee Robert Cecil, 327 S. 6th, Keokuk, lowa 52632 

Ghhers will yous Doug Reeves(lowa D.N.R.). 

Others besfiore or after ya: Vernon Kleen (111. Cons. Comm.) and others reported 

by Kleen. 
Describe khe bird(s) inelucding only that you observed, Live Liuscle 

size, shape, details of all parts (bill, Gye, head, neck, hack, 

mention voice and behavior. 
Doug Reeves noted that Vernon Kleen had seen a Franklin's Gull earlier in the morni: 

After a few minutes of watching gulls, he spotted it over the river. | noted a smaller 
gull with the following. features: Complete and conspicuous black hood, conspicuous 
broken white eye ring, deep red bill that was otherwise unmarked. The mantle of the 
bird(except for the wingtips) was a uniform darker gray--noticably darker than the 
accompanying Herring and Ringbill adults. The wingtips were black, but were separated 

from the dark gray of the mantle by a thin but obvious white line. Overall, the 

size of the bird was smaller than accompanying Ringbills 
| also noted a very pale and indistinct pink blush on the bird's breast. | 

was not looking for this field mark--! think | had pretty much forgotten about this 

characteristic. It was only recalled to me when | saw it. Otherwise, the underparts, 
tai], and neck to hood were uniform white. 

Similar species and how G@liminatecd: Laughing--No white in wing between mantle an 

black tip. Bonaparte's: No white on wing's leading edge. C. Black-headed: wingtip 
pattern like Bonaparte's. Little Gull has gray, not black wingtips. 
Vid anyone dieagree or have cegervakions ahbouk the 

tdenkaification: No. 

[Tf yeas, explarers 

Viening cendibtions:s give lLighkting, digsheance Chow measured), and 

agp kical equipmenls Generally sunny. Distance about 100 ft. minimum (guess) 

Optics: 10x40 Zeiss Binocs. Scope 20x Nikon. 
Freviqus experience with this end similar especies: 

Have seen a few Franklin's, Bonapartes in breeding plumage. Not seen C. Black Headed, 
References and persone consulted before eriting descripkions Little. 

N.G.S. Field Guide reviewed carefully during sighting 

How Long before Field noakec merle 

Not made 
lle Leong before khis florm comp] abel? 

3 days, with a few later additons


