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Pomarine Jaeger Record Number: 88-24 
28 Sep 1988 Classification: A-P 
Saylorville Res., Polk Co., IA 
*#S. Dinsmore, *#Kent, *#Petersen, *** 
to 2 Oct; IBL 59(1) cover, 13, 77, Dinsmore 1989 

DOCUMENTATION 

Steve Dinsmore, 28 Sep-2 Oct 
Bob Myers, 29 Sep 
Thomas H. Kent, 29 Sep 
Peter C. Petersen, 30 Sep 
Beth Proescholdt, 1 Oct 

Mark Proescholdt, 1 Oct 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

S. Dinsmore, 29 Sep, P-0266 (IBL 59:20-21, 59(1) cover) 
T. H. Kent, 29 Sep, P-0264 (IBL 59:21) 
P.C. Petersen, 30 Sep. P-0265 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 59:13 
Photographs: IBL 59(1) cover, 59:20-21 
Records Committee: IBL 59:77 
Dinsmore, S. J. 1959. Pomarine Jaegers at Saylorville 

Reservoir. IBL 59:20-21. 
VOTE: 5-A-P, 1-A-D, 1-abstain 

A-D. The white second cresent at the base of the primary 
coverts, bulky body, jizz, and wing length (which should not be 
longer than Ring-billed Gull but must appear longer) eliminates 
Parasitic and Long-tailed Jaegers. If the picture by Kent was all 
I had to go on I would have to change the classification to 
Jaeger sp. However, 1) the heavy body, 2) the eye to base of bill 
to bill ratio, long compared to other jaegers, and 3) the white 
and buff of the uppertail coverts and rump supports Pomarine 
Jaeger. 

A-P. Size, large bill, amount of white in wings, and heavy 
barring all seem to be convincing. 

A-P. Comments on documentation rule out other species of 
Jaegers. Photos show good details of these descriptions. 

A-P. Much ID vs. Parasitic is subjective, but excellent 
description by Beth Prescholdt notes 2nd (inner) white cresent 
(also noted by Dinsmore). Extremely close looks allowed view of 
blunt tail streamers--pos. diagnostic in combination with other 
features. 
SENT TO: Steve Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50010; Bob 
Myers, RR 2, Box 153, Perry, IA 50220; Beth and Mark Prescholdt, 
Box 65, Liscomb, IA [3/29/89]
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POMARINE JAEGERS AT SAYLORVILLE RESERVOIR ( MLE ' ns STEPHEN J. DINSMORE | 

At 12:24 p.m. on 28 September 1988, I noticed a dark gull-like bird resting with Double-crested Cormorants above the dam at Saylorville Reservoir in Polk County. | quickly recognized the bird as a Jaeger, but which one? During my initial observation of the bird, several things seemed to indicate that it was a Pomarine Jaeger. The bird's large size, heavy-bodied appearance, large head and bill, and prominent amount of white on the wing were consistent with Pomarine Jaeger. I watched the jacger intermittently from 12:24 to 2:46 p.m. from Lakeview, Sandpiper Beach, and Cherry Glen recreation areas and noted the following. The bird was quite heavy-bodied and larger than nearby Ring-billed Gulls. It was mostly dark brown, except fora lighter crescent on each wing. The crescents were located at the base of the primaries and were visible on both upper and under sides of the wing. They were very prominent and visible even with the naked eye. The rump was slightly paler than the rest of the upperparts, and the tail had a hint of rufous near the tip. | went home that afternoon convinced that I had seen a juvenile Pomarine Jacger. 
On September 29,1 returned to the reservoir in hopes of finding the jacger again. At 2:25 p.m., I located a Jaeger off Cherry Glen. With the aid of my boat, I approached within 10 fect of the bird and took photos. I was impressed with the bird’s bulky, large-headed appearance and the fact that the bird looked lighter than the Jaeger seen the day before. The large size, combined with the large-headed appearance, prominent white wing crescents, and deep steady wing beats, convinced me that | was looking at another Pomarine Jaeger. Additional features noted included a heavy, hooked bill with distal third dark and basal portion gray, dark cye, dark legs, and smaller white crescent at the base of the under primary coverts. At least two juvenile Pomarine Jaegers, and possibly three, were present at the reservoir through 2 October. Single unidentified Jacgers were seen at the reservoir on 8 October and 9 November. 

This the first record of Pomarine Jaeger in lowa. Pomarine Jacpers are rare vagrants to the interior of North America, and are most often reported around the Great Lakes. In the last five years, there are records from Arkansas, Colorado (3), Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan (2), Ohio, Nevada, New York, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. 

Pomarine Jaeger, Saylorville Reservoir, 30 September 1988. Photo by S ] Dinsmore 
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Pomarine Jaegers, Saylorville Reservoir. Top: 29 September by S. J. Dinsmor 
TH Kent. Bottom: 30 September by S.]. Dinsmor 
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DOCUMENTATION FOR 

SDecLles YFamarine Jaeger 

Mow Many sa Juv. 
eee 

Location rYSaylorville feseryvoir, Folk Co.;south @nd or lake 

Mahbitatyresting and teeding aon iarge reservoir 

Date v2 bep-2 Oct ifee 

Time sieve e4—-e21456 o.m. am £O Seo; various times on later dates 

Hoservers Name and address:steve Dinsmeare 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, IA 

Withers wna Saw Obirdim.ob. 

Description at bird:Qnm <8 sep lv’se, while birding nmear tne Savlorville 

dam, I moaticed a dark, guli-like bird resting on the water with a 

smail flock of Double-crested Cormorants, L watcned the bird tor 

SQVErAail minutes, during which time 1h raised ite wings and I[ could see 

the white patches at the base of the primaries. Tl then concluded that 

Che bird was a Jaeger, out which ane’: 

I decided to drive to the Lakeview Hecreation Area to get a 

closer iook at the bird, l watched the bird tram there until ies4e6 

Oat. , when the bird +lew up the iake. At Lakeview, i Studied the bird 

for about S&S min. as it rested on the water about 1LS0O yards trom me. it 

taok the tollowing notes while watching the bird. The bird seemed 

rather large, noticeably qglarger than the FRinmga-billed Gulls scattered 

across the lake. The bird was entirely dark chocolate brown, except 

far the lighter wing patches. The bill was snort, tairiy stout, and 

bicolored(dark at tip). HS [ was watching the bird, it suddenly took 

Flight and chased a Ring-billed Gull. im tlight, tne bird was larger 

and bulkier than the quill and the wings seemed longer and more pointed 

than tne wings oft the gull. The MOSt OOViGgus treature ar the bird was 

tne orominent white patches on tne wings. mach patch was located at 

the base or the primaries, and was visible on the underside and 

Woperseide ar the wind. SOne wWoite appeared to extend almost to the 

wingtip an the underwing,. Ditherwiee, tne bira Looked dark brown in 

tlight, @xcept tor a Sligntly paler rump. LT watched the bird tly 

nartn OSs the lak@ with steady, slow wingbeats, low over the water, 

I cid mot see any tall streamers. 

For the mext hour, i searched tor the bird near the marina amd 

finally relocated it aft Sandpiper Beach. Fram the beach, the light 

Was better and the bird was im closer to shore, so [ got a better 

LOGK . T noted the tollowing additional teatures: one, possibly two, 

Very snort etubs visible beyond @nd of tail, underparts appeared 

parred, and till mostiy pale with tne distai one third darker. While 

at the beach, the jaegqer attacked a coot tor e-3 minutes, but the coot 

Won away. 

iver the mext tour days [ Gaw at least three ditterent jaeqers at 

the lake (three seen at ane time on &£Y Sep). Un 29 sep, 20 Sep, and i 

Het ff uged my boat to approach the birds closer. Un each ofr these 

dates, il approached two jaegers resting tagether on the lake. Both of 

the oirds were Fomarine Jaegqers. Lf had no problem getting within 40 

yards of both birds, and one bird allowed me to approach within 3S ¢eet 
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On several occasions l took many photos ofr both birds, and several 

additional features were noticeable in these slides.
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Un the water, both birds were relatively largqe-neaded compared to 
A Rainmagroiided tsuil., Die Gr the O1rds, which appeared to o8 sick ana 

all Owed very close approach with tne boat, Nad most or 1ts +reathers 

» MARELLA Tt Ape ar Larger tham the oird with it, HOWe Ver , 

(ESOLLE Che apDarent S1EeG Gitterence or tne two birds in my Slides, If 

j 

ru¢t+led out 

melireve trey were bot Pomarine uwaecders., Hoth OLeds were ouiky ana 

meavycbodied, and bath nad large meads and mNeavy, thick biile. Ln 

tlighk, ooth oirds mad identical wing patterns, and bath oirds +fiew 

Wt h steel methodical wingheats. Botn O1rdS Were Juveniles. 

Lt ther ¢te@atures oft the tirds visible in my Slides include; eye 

arae and dark, mead and mape light agray/fprown, bili biue-gray with 

dark tip, Gack and wings black with Lighter white and brown speckling, 

OPeast and underparts grayish with darker bars and Olotcnhy areas, 

undertail white with black barring, underwings very white, 

marticularily an one bird, rump rusty brown with Garker barring, and 

some white near the base of the tall teatners., One at the birds ha 

Yery moticeable tail streamers projecting out lei’, out the other bird 

mad mo visible streamers, % Last Gaw these two birds resting together 

an tne @vening at 2 Get. ther birders Gaw ane jaegqer at thre lake 

on GR © 5 sl, oa aia Andy FLx Saw a fadiller Lo mMilavnavember at SBayiarville. 
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Similar species and how @liminated:r The gull-like snape, dark color, 

and white wing patches eliminate all birds except jaegers. The iarae 

Size compared to Ring-billed Gulls, heavy build, large, thick bill, 

oraminent white patches on the upper and under surface on the WLS, 

and the presence of a second white “crescent” on the underwing at the 

ase af Lhe primacy coverts Gliminate both Farasitic and Long-tailed 

JAeQer s « 

} 

Viewing conditions and @gulpmentsiViewing conditions were rather poor 

on So hep with rain and faq severely Limiting ¥Y¥iSibility. YieGewLng 

TONGL LIONS were excellent on later dates. Eaetimated viewing distance 

WAG &S CLOG as 4-0 te@etr ror ane mired. Lo oused & Buscnonnmell fue-4sx 

eookting scope and Bausch and Lomb ox40 binoculars, 

FPRFeVLOUS EGHPEerLience with spec. [ have seen many Fomarine and 
Parasitic Jdaeqers ot¢ the Fast coast, as well as a Parasitic Jaeger in 

LOWA . 

Reterences cansulted: NGS Field buide to tne Birds of North america , 
Harrison £eabirds , Feterson Field buide to the Birds ot Eastern North 
AME Loa 

How lLomqg oetore +rield notes were made rnotes written during imitial 

aopgervation and additional notes were written atter later sightings 

2 tiis torm was completed? i
T
 

How Long berore
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Naeger Sigh4ling —_ Ssyforville | 
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SOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING 

Fomarine Jaeoer. i juvenile. 2% Seot. i788. Saviorvilie Res.. Polk to. if 

Gpserver: fhomas H. kent. Zii Richards St.. lowa City. 1A S2240 

lither opservers: seen petore by Steve Dinsmore. dim Dinsmore. and others 

Times ifs:10 to 10:20 a.a.: 10:45 to 10:50: i1:40 to i2:30 

Habitat: Laroe reservoir 

Descriotion: | ¢irst sav the oird at tne Cherry blen Area on the water about 1/4 miie away. It was a dark bird. 

It wouid raise 1S wings so that 1 coula see extensive white at the base of the orimaries above ano below. 
it tlew a oit so that i coulo see that it was larger tnat nearpy Laspian ferns with longer wing span. it 

nad a neavy oody and tiew with siow fiaps that were auch more Snhaliow tnan Kino-oiiled gulls in tne area. 

| estimated that the wino peats covered apout 3) degrees. 1 couid aiso make out a iong nooked Dlii. | 

notes that 1t did not fiv when a tisnina boat went ov at ciose range and the fishermen stoppea to look at 

it. | next went to the Sandolper Recreation Area and touna the Dird in the water somewnat closer. it tiew 

of¢ down tne lake without mv Seeing any additional tield marks. except that the tari was iona and broad, 

siiahtiy roundeo, square cornerea and iackea anv streamers. i went to the marina ang rented a ooat. aAtter 

motoring down to the dam and back, | found the bird on tne water about where it had been originaiiv. i was 

abie to run the boat right up to the oiro and take photos. When I cot very ciose, 1t would fiy down lake 

50 varos or so and 1 could then motor up ciose again. [his was repeated apout elaht time until i got tired 

ot looking at it. | mage tne tcliowino notes at iz:30 o.m. atter returning the doat: “Large nheao ano boo, 

iong neayy hooked pili ano wnite at oase ot Orimaries seen at a oreat gistance. Fliant Siow with about jy 

degree tian, Dut Salied most ot time wnen in the air. At close range, biil was heavy ana nooked. dlack at 

tip, Baie biuish on rest of oil. Head tan-prown witn Diack tront of face inciuding eye. bray-wnite ftiecks 

on sides of tace and neck icheek and posterolaterai neckj. Primaries extendeo apout i inch beyond tail, 

Frimaries nad very sllont butt at tips; other wing teathers were crominentiy tippeo with butt-trown on 

dark teathers. Fianks were neavily barred witn black on oray-wnite. [here was aark Darrina on the iower 

edge of the wing near the water line, but this parring was on a darker orawn Dackoround. | wasn t sure 

whetner these were wing coverts or the side ot the oody. In tlignt, the agistal 1/3 ot tali was Olack ano 

the proximal tail ano tall coverts extending as a V up the back were Scaiiopea outt-orown. [ne upper wina 

surface waS dark with very prominent white base to primaries. Un the undersides ot the wing the white area 

was more.extensive at the base ot the frimaries ang there was more white at the base ot the oreater 

primary coverts, ine area between tne white areas appeared scaliopeo Duft-brown. ihe wings were pointed 

and neid apove the poay in a milo arc. Leos were not seen. At one ooint, the olrd mage severai sott churos 

wniie sittinoa on tne water. Photos were taken with a 420 mm zoom iens. in some cases i nad to zoom down to 

get the entire bird in the trame, ° 

Congitions: [he sky waS OVercaSt With a tew Sprinkies at one time. ihe Dird was aS close as i5 teet ang viewed 

with tux pimocuiars ano 4Zv mm iens, tariler i used a Zux scope. 

Simiiar species: Features that tayor Fomarine over Parasitic Jaeoer inciuge size 1as O10 of Digger than Laspian 

Tern), iarae oody and nead. Siow heavy tiignt, amount ot white in primaries, wnite in greater underwina 

coverts, meavy barring on tianksS \and oropaoly on ungerparts)., and long heavy oli. 

Roreement: Heported to me as possioie Fomarine. i am not aware Ot What otners gecided at the time ot this 

writing. 
Previous experience: 1 have seen aii three species on West Coast ano in Alaska. Dut my experience 15 limited, 

aithouan i saw many ot ail three species at close range in dAlaska. 

Reterences/time useo: Lookeo at Nationai Geoorapnic Guice atter Secono opservation ano atter making notes. 

jime ot notes/tyoed: Notes zi minutes atter last signtino, typed 4 hours iater.



DOCUMENTATION FORM Sy-2'4 
For Extraordinary Bird Sightings in lowa 

What species? = | e Utdrirwd “Te eg Ky How many? } 

Type of Habitat? Sa ele ¢-c'| le Deeden. ee 

When? date(s): 30 lta se Laps _ time: 7° OS 0 1/15 AMepy 
Who? your name and address: Ve. VC Pest Ore eS Ale Cll dx Bia Da ions 

— € 

Others with you: : e “CAM B VOLT Lt F 7 OF 

Others before or after you: Stair 0; Wimmera, _)(m = (ley io. b. 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eve. 
head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, undertail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

Lame, lee hay | aeger, 4 wil a Gill lig bt g vey ate A acti tip, 

bak Ps etc Ce (ogee Aevk grey DrO tlic, Ue Eb aghet Yo ree tte. (ip? * 

Uhen atvest Tail dave, on eas Et le 

Cie, OLE Gy >, 

€ xe 
~ r ‘ 

} 4 a ; : = x | ae : 7 o % & J7UO we ane 64 Areegyt ut “<q , o/ = ; C j a 
, a . f A ren = f 3 % - . 2 Nale teut vey Deer. [Vo + iCeeble uwene pe Lwin fou 

Cram above + bebe, 

Similar species; how eliminated: pa ra Fe { Cc [Paw Wedd e 7 ‘¢ S 
! Yow (oe rm ee hwy 

Wi floes fFec eLeu sive i kk 

{ 

A 
> 
d 

4 
\ 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about the identification? uo 
If yes, explain: 

7 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how m ngeeret ). optical equipment, lig tt Pra Clogext o ,. Lre m aYue J ne Ss. Owere 2 IT; e ne 
Various aunles @F we VEE IH 2 boat, (PSO Zeiss bi nels, Phe ks Ut Lu? 7 RTPA: 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Frave. Ye tune /P*+ hte e Neegers /e Wag Wingfor + Cantda on meu occa shou F 
References and persons consulted before writing description: Go, Cute. flagter & i de, 

+e S llue | b yo Funes. 

How long before field notes made? /O win, this form completed? QdAays. 

Send completed form to Field Reports or CBC editor (address on back cover of lowa Bird Life).



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 5-27 

What species? , MNGVINEG JSG eo x. How many? ai 

Location? 24yjor vile Keservoir ; Ue s Meme § 

Type of habitat? cla DNVNINE d GYGa en Des Moines River above dam 

ae ; asian deep wate? 
When? date(s): Vctober ‘e GSE time: 1 aMey C4 AM cép water, 

Who?your name and address: Be th Proe schold F, L6 SCOM b, 1 owa 

others with you: = teve 1) (NSMore | Mark Proe a holdt& 

fee waifed, 4 hd you: Arana strongs Tem ke + Rabs.v Loren del ferc 
vd 1 nGt britkson o Nig € ?y WnNC/las 

Describe th siratd) including 1 eRe. yo obsérved. Include size, Shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tat, lees feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

| ETe ve Vinsmoeore toek us out sn his boat SO that Wwe Were 

oF Len within 5>¢r Qo feet of the Awe \A eg ers WY he ToReae #Hhat we 
O ao hein, toi th an almest Calm lake & Good Uisihcli't 

THESE JAeg ers were® fi ragr thar Q Ring - ‘lled Gal, barve|- ches bed 
thicker necked | big-headed , Lo} 

| 
h a thick bil with dark t;; stro / _— The Weve dark bvewn overall Fe) ith bu Fy feathet hips “s9 

S owing distinct whrte crescents en u poy arras, ¥ large white veg On Underwrngs at base of Primanies , T, 7 €reé Was & Second /p 
lohrte Crescent y the en tive underwing of one \2€ ier wes hed, 
l€55 on the ahhe: 3 adil i sh, 

They had a lumbering , powerful Flight, Slow take-off » Q steady 
Cuen thght, not dipprng as 4 Parasitic woald have, & notas 
Deuyant or as fast as ¢ Pavasitye. 

One showed the negea min a) { tai'( Streamers, Q bou 7 Or) €. inch long 

Flaty sta bb Y Not Petn ed Qs @ Para Sitic, Tails weve broad a nantes 

7. 

id Nor Sub-termrenal band, On J dark smudge inthe eye dvea - othe 
Twice ne a hart iy a nasal qeun Flag if) tee aie th 5S 

Similar species and how eliminated: ro sr hie Jaeger - TNE 1G — 
Wés Slower Not pou Nant v held steadg ~ not dip 1G asd Tava Sitic 
w the began ; n4 toil streamers were tThatof a Bnadvine : 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? r\ O 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions:, give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Partly cloadd, within )Ser20 Feet of boat Twice one flew 1 
ovey our heads — §yxdoN kon binees, 
Ipeve ts experience with ro yeigen and similar ones: Z ye pever Seen & i aie 

uf ZT Saw Karas tio once, 26nG- arled Udy Ce, 4 
References and persons consulted before writ?ng description: =l Studie d.all aides, 

Detore I Saw Dir ¢ but oa" esa rip tren without Eepepengg pt five 4 

How long before field notes made? Gt ONcCe __ this form completed? 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa ti -%7 

What species? Yo manne 3 ROG ENT How many? 

Location? Sau low ville Res ervor — Pol le? CLO , 

Type of habitat? lavqe Water. Are~o hear Cheney Glen Area, 

When? date(s): Oct. e 1932 time: 3:/Oawto 3: Wawm, 

Who?your name and address: Mack Proesclaldt, Box 6S. ar ee 

others with you: Steve ins mare Seth foes choldt 

others before or after you: Bak- and Loren Padolferd mae Sinclair other 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

We met Steve Mwemore at Chany Gten Acco and saw +he SCLPONS 

with owe SCopes rem a distance. Then Frove took us aut in his 

boat for seme. marvelous, close looks at +the jaegers, The. Jaegors 

Wore large dal \yul ky Winds with big heads, sig hiils, aid hick necks , 

They, Flow with slow, powerful wivgbeats and o steady €ligutand did 
Wet vise amd fall with each wingheat> they weve dark birds with a 

black toxcminal tail hand and a wusty rump Color, One JACKET had 

qreact Flashes of white at the hase of its primaries and most of its 

Undecwing was very white. Ft ‘had inner white evescent avons iw its 

Premacy acea as well, One jaeer circled the hoot and put down CHAIN 

and QA within WO feet ox SO amd we had excollout hoks , the. other 

Jecqor wos more wary, the close jeegex had a daxl< smudge by its dark 

eye, a big bill with a dick tip, and a Pronounced hook en the end of the hil, 
the othe neger did wot show 25 much white im primaries, They had abou 
Ler fail Steoamoxs. They oO barvel-ehested look’. they had different shades 

n a @d:Jof hroww ow tex lacks, Twice heard O (02g on 

Parasitic tnegers have fess white iw Uo squawlk “enuk", BiG birds — showed UP Prem Yay- 
primaries then Pomarines, are me're away with nee Both bad hvroad, poweril wives, 
mucgout in Figkt and have naccower wings, | Both had late shes of white at hase of Primaries, 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Wo. 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

EX Zo Rinoculars, 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 

Me Crst Pomavines, Have seen ene Parasitic at Stybrville and many at Churchill, 
References and persons consulted before writing description: 

Not. Geog. Guide, Audubon Master guide, Robbins’ guide, RT Refersen guide . 

How long before field notes made? Rigkt Qway this form completed? oct, 8, 1983 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240


