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VOTE: 6G-III, i-V 

V, Although most of the findings seem to fit Ferruginous Hawk, 
I am disturbed about the following: 1. The tail is that of an 
adult, the legs that of an immature. 2. The only features of the 
upper surface of the bird that are described are the tail and 
wing patch. Was the rest of wing and back dark or light, brown or 
rust, flecked with white or not? 3. A light-headed immature 
should have an eyeline. 4. Beth Proescholdt reported a Krider’s 
Hawk from the same location that day. 

III, Very difficult ID. The position of the dorsal wing 
patches, possible feathered tarsi, direct comparison with 
Red-tails, and the one observer’s personal experience with 
Ferruginous Hawks convinced me this was more than just another 
light-colored red-tail. 

III, No reservations: Rusty color on back; rectangular windows 
in primary base; pure white belly and light head are good imn. 
Ferruginous marks. 

III, Good descriptions. Experience of Fred Alsop a key factor 
here, as is absence of black bar on leading edge of underwing. 
Location of wing patches suggestive of Ferruginous. 

III, Red tail tip is supposed to be on adult and white legs on 
young bird. I don’t think we could ask for a better set of 
documentations. 
REVOTE: 4-III, 1-IV, 2-V 

V, The inconsistency between tail and legs needs to be 
resolved by another expert before I can accept this record. Also, 
we could ask for description of Krider’ s Hawk seen by Beth 
Proescholdt. 

IV, Light colored Krider’ s type not completely eliminated, 
several marks as listed by both observers don’t "fit." At least 
one or two observers on the same day and the few days following 
could only find a very light Krider’s in the same location. With 
Dinsmore finding same bird 4 and 8 days later, I would think 
someone else would have documented the bird as back up since 
others were looking for it. 

III, Placement and shape of dorsal wing patch, white belly, 
absence of patagial bar, rusty: back, flight characteristics, 
direct comparison with red-tails, and one observer’s experience
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with the species convinces me this was an imm. Ferruginous. 
III, I am of the opinion that this bird was an immature, 

possible 1 1/2 years old, at which time it could have some red in 
tail and pale legs. The absence of the dark bar at the inner 
forewing is a key ID characteristic. 

III, If the bird looks like Steve says it did, it seems to be 
a Ferruginous, though tail and legs suggest different ages. I’ve 
written Bill Clark asking if Ferruginous can have this 
combination but for now I’m sticking with III.
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RECORDS OF FERRUGINOUS HAWK IN IOWA 
BARBARA L. WILSON 

Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis) is a large buteo of the western grasslands 
and mountains. Its normal range is just to the west of Iowa. Although it is 
listed as Casual for Iowa on the most recent official list of Iowa birds (I. O. U. 
Records Committee 1986), the status of Ferruginous Hawk in Iowa is in 
doubt because identification problems, which I discussed in a previous arti- 
cle (Wilson 1986), make evaluation of past records difficult. Here I attempt to 
sort out what little is known with certainty and what may be reasonably 
surmised from published records and documentations of Ferruginous Hawk 
in Iowa through 1987. 

For reports of Ferruginous Hawk I relied heavily on copies of published 
records and documentations on file with the Records Committee and a 
summary of those reports prepared by Tom Kent. Follow-up information 
was obtained on several reports. Copies of all but the most recent documen- 
tations and those published records that contained any descriptive detail 
were evaluated by William S. Clark, coauthor of A Field Guide to Hawks North 
America (Clark and Wheeler 1987). Reports since 1980 have been evaluated 
by the Records Committee. Conclusions in this article, however, are my own 
and may differ from those of Clark and/or the Records Committee. 
Of the 45 records of Ferruginous Hawk (table), few can be considered cor- 

rect with a high degree of certainty. Of eight records based on dead birds, 
only one specimen remains, an immature bird from Iowa County dated 21 
August 1936 now at the University of lowa (photos). Another positively 
identified bird was a banded immature found dead 3 miles north of Poca- 
hontas on 27 October 1977. The bird was banded as a nestling near Medina, 
North Dakota, on 27 June 1977 (Gilmer et al. 1985, Gilmer letter to James 
Dinsmore). No specimens or useful descriptions are available for the other 
dead birds. 

Three sight records describing adult birds mention the reddish mantle or 
for other reasons seem to be correct (31 December 1954, Grundy Co.; 28 Oc- 
tober 1973 and 26 October 1983, Page Co.). I consider 34 of the 37 sight 
records unacceptable. Sixteen of these lack any descriptive detail and the re- 
maining 18 have varying amounts of description that seems insufficient for 
identification or inconsistent with Ferruginous Hawk. Some of these de- 
scriptions are very suggestive and perhaps correct, but not completely con- 
vincing. In fact, as shown in the table, Clark and the I. O. U. Records Com- 
mittee have sometimes disagreed on how to interpret these documentations. 

It is interesting to note that the accepted sight records are of adults, but the 
two tangible records are of immatures. I would expect that the majority of 
Ferruginous Hawks in Iowa would be immatures, since first-year birds 
fledged in North Dakota have been noted to wander during migration and in 
their first summer (Gilmer et al. 1985). Unfortunately, immature Ferruginous 
Hawks are difficult to describe in a way that is both honest and convincing. 
Therefore, I believe that some of the recently documented immatures may 
have been Ferruginous Hawks even though the records can not be consid- 
ered to be beyond doubt. 
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Tom Kent 
23 Dec. 1985 
page 3 

Arctic Loon--unacceptable. The observer failed to mention any of the distinctive 
plumage characteristics. His description did not eliminate a small - 
Common Loon. . 

Ferruginous Hawk--unacceptable, undoubtedly a Red-tailed Hawk. Both observers 
described the tail as bicolored with a white base and broad reddish 
terminal band. This tail pattern indicated the bird was an adult hawk. 
Both observers mentioned the underparts were entirely white, which | 
eliminates an adult Ferruginous Hawk which would have noticeably 
reddish legs. 

Prairie Falcon--unacceptable. Their descriptions of the head pattern are ambiguous 
and contradictory while the other important field makrs (black axillars, 
wing shape differences, ...) were not noted. Hence, I don't feel 
confident that Peregrine Falcon was satisfactorily eliminated. The 
observers may not be aware that young tundra Peregrines have light 
brown crowns which contrast with the darker "moustache mark". 
(Dinsmore described the crown as lighter than the back which sounds 
Suspiciously like a young Peregrine; Prairies should not have a con- 
trasting crown.) To answer your question, it is very possible for 
experienced observers to correctly identify Prairie Falcons without 
viewing the axillars. Unfortunately, my impression is that most Iowa 
observers lack considerable experience with large falcons so that 
observing black axillars may have to be required in most cases (except 
possible for wintering birds which are much more likely to be Prairies). 

,
>
 

Trumpeter/Tundra Swan (4/8/85--Clay Co.)--the photographed bird is definitely _. 
young Mute Swan, based on plumage characteristics and bill color!!! 

Concerning your fall report, I noticed 2 errors. Sage Thrasher was left out of 
the "Species Data" section and the peak dates for Solitary Vireo should be September, 
not August. I was also dismayed by the poor quality of documentation produced by Steve 
Dinsmore. They were generally very sloppy with incomplete details and mostly unaccept- 
able. Most of his sightings would not have been included at all if they were not 
observed (and properly documented) by others. ‘I would suggest that somebody in your ~ 
Records Committee provide him with examples of good documentations and explain to him 
the importance of providing thorough details for all noteworthy observations. While 
you are familiar. with Steve's abilities, I. know his poor descriptions will not impress 
any knowledgeable observer who does not know him. 

This letter has gotten too long. I'm about to enter the computer era which should 
be a great convenience for all of my writing. Hope I've satisfactorily answered your 
questions. Let me know if I can provide any other assistance. Best wishes for this 
holiday season. 

Sincerely, 

uce Peterjohn
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Jocation on 3,7 Oc, T vas able fe note te followin rocks: 

Bak - seey well uber bv uas percled on tlephon Pole - ap earel 
WASTve eyey al a distance ~ dark tolored . 

Legs - when perched bom: hae Gwe rahe te elect Pree 

feel bat TL am aot sure 3 en dus to t% way 

it per clad Or rt the fares: were fully Fc Meinad 

Underwing ae ther Were abzolde ly “neo marh Co“ fle surface 

the und eri ~ te wri stra PK or dark bar ex leading 

cAgt of the uid er velig - underuing vas white olercd. 

Tail - upon chser abzeervehin, farl agpearcd mostly white, except 
fr 4 fant raet tip; 

Bak avd upferMing SUrydce ~ cheer obscrvatuc revealed some rust 

color in these locations cope cially on th ack,
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? ferrugi nous (hough -leeged /faakion many? 

Location? ,! ( he ouse t I eS 19s Vache TZ punt 
Pi 

Type of habitat? Faro (aid, oper 2d fentilled trells and grosslas 
@) 

When? date(s):_Sudoup, 29 SeqtPeraaleas iine: JO AF CyT to 

Who?your name and address: D2 FRED ST, AisoP?, Brotoeicec Swewees LPT ETSY, Staion Ciry 
TA), 

others with you: Sleye@ Disismore * Pr George broum 3701¥ 

others before or after you: 
a 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. Gtnd > 

re Aortd on of pots ot approx. We wis Tee, Vou Bie Hawk 

w/ sATawelo others 
and tan derfatg ving vetic

efir . Berd 

“9 an % v alrcbeg on 

Moe? owt ret a aber - 62004 ,avoh 

Sf ofnrtnr 1G and 7 

” oe 

AQoeots thy Hawk. a 

glu Bud uae ‘rand Ud ancl zhare wer al Lael 

Ra Indl Cie ee eb mdad wee Hy wh Had 
oleae ‘aot Load ond ‘ Lfoafonal Corwt 

Dasde 
C S=¥ wiprr urnmed qn deviral GtBatiens 

cd Alate ar (50 056 yords w/ 9x3ohnces. G0 cbhtou
nla 

Reg D te weurbarete Yor 

Similar species and how elimi
nated: 

— 

field 
mek s 

ws deal y, and) os abwe 
Did any*éhe@atsabrde ow nave r PST SCE about ideftif ication? epue 

If yes, explain: 0 , : 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured),
 and optical py eee 8 . 

Mealitt vacherali Asie; weetanal: & tomy Agiht aye sees | hee Paces Yarcl frase cloae of (50 ye & Yip mi, sebrnalsd 5 
AX3T Gwehe inne biwoes: 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: 

Refer id Bersons Le ide artes d. dR esa Oy PoE meaty 

How long before field notes made?mtiad notes __this form completed? athang
 Oakes ‘ 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 

<teve Drsmove O74 Arhanse [y. Ames, FA $0010 


