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REFERENCES 

Christmas Bird Count: IBL 53:12 
Field Reports: IBL 53:23 
Kent, T. H. 1983. New Gull at Lock and Dam 14. IBL 53:45-46. 
Photographs: IBL 53:46 (P-0176) VOTE: 3-I-P, 1-IV, 1 no vote, 

2-abstain 
IV, Mew Gull IV. 
Bird certainly not a Laughing Gull. Mew Gull, L. c. 

Brachyrhynchus, most likely; see comments. Surely a case for 
outside review. 

I-P, Experts (2) concur with Newlon’s identification. The bird 
appears to be beyond the extreme of Ring-bill variation -- dark 
eye, Slim bill, head wash and size all indicate L. canus b. 

Photos and expert comment document Mew Gull [ = I-P by 
letter/tk]. 
REVOTE (at meeting, 23 April 1983): 4-I-P, 2-abstain
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Mew Gull at Lock and Dam 14 

Thomas H. Kent 
. 211 Richards Street 

lowa City 1A 52240 

On December 19, 1982 at 9:40 AM at Lock and Dam 14, Scott County, 

while doing the Davenport Christmas Bird Count, Tom Staudt, Don and 

Jean Moeller, and ! found an unusual gull sitting on the ice in the 

backwater area above the new lock at Lock and Dam 14 (see photos). It 

was slightly smaller (1-2 inches) than an adult Ring-billed Gull in the same 

field of view. We immediately noticed that the bird had a gray wash on the 

top of the head extending down on to the neck. We also noted that the 

underparts, although nearly white, were grayer than the Ring-bill. The 

bill was thin and straight (less bulbous at the tip than the Ring-bill) and 

dark at the tip shading to yellow-gray in the proximal two-thirds. The eye 

was dark without evident white cresents. The gray of the head extented 

just in front of and below the eye and covered the top and back of the 

head and upper neck with a cresent-like extension to the sides of the neck. 

The legs and feet were dusky yellow-green compared to the bright yellow of 

the Ring-bill and pink of the nearby Herring Gulls. When flushed, and 

later when seen flying over the lock, the mantle was medium gray 

(distinctly darker than the adult Ring-bill) and the black of the wing tip 

lacked white between it and the gray proximal wing feathers. The trailing 

edge of the secondaries and inner primaries was white. There was a small 

white mirror on the leading edge near the tip of the first two primaries 

which could be seen from above and below. The undersurface of the wing 

was white except for the black tip formed by the outer primaries. The tail 

was white except for a narrow broken subterminal black band which was 

difficult to see except when the bird was close and at an appropriate angle. 

We were uncertain of the identification. After making detailed notes we 

found that the field guides lacked enough detail to help us. At noon, at 

Pete Petersen's home, using the description and photos in Grant (1982) we 

mistakenly identified the bird as a second winter Laughing Gull. After 

lunch, with the Petersen's group in tow, we found the bird again and 

photographed it. The bird was seen by many others during the next week 

and last seen on December 31 by Francis Moore. 

Michael Newlon, in reviewing the photographs and documentations for the 

Records Committee, made the identification of Mew Gull. He excluded 

Laughing Gull on the basis of head, bill, and body shape, mirror on the 

wing tip, and bill and leg color (should be all dark in Laughing). 

Retrospectively, the differences in shape are obvious, but all of the 

primary observers fell into the same trap. Mew Gull had not been seriously 

considered because of its rarity and because Grant (1982) illustrates the 

Common (Mew) Gull of Europe, Larus canus canus, which has no black tail 

band in second winter plumage. The Alaskan race, L. c. brachyrhynchus, 

which winters south to California, has a black tail band in second winter. 

The photographs and documentations were subsequently sent to Jon 

Dunn of Santa Barbara, California, and Bruce Peterjohn of Westerville, 

Ohio. They agreed with Newlon on a positive identification of Mew Gull. 

Arguments listed by the reviewers favoring Mew Gull over Ring-billed Gul
l, 

the only other serious alternative, included: (1) small size compared to 

nearby Ring-billed Gull (although it was noted that small Ring-bills do 

occur); (2) large dark eye (pale in Ring-bill); (3) dusky wash to head and 

neck (rather than brown streaking); (4) gray mantle (paler in Ring-bill); 

(5) dark unringed bill; (6) broad white trailing edge to secondaries and 

tertials; (7) black of greater primary coverts forming a double black bar 

effect to the upper wing tip; and (8) relative large size of white mirror in 

first two primaries (absent or small on first primary of Ring-bill). 

The likelihood of Mew Gull occuring in lowa appears to be remote. 

There are no records from any of the adjacent states except Minnesota, 

where an adult was observed on an island in Lake Superior on 19 September 

1982 (Pieper 1982). 

The Mew Gull, or Common Gull as it is known in Europe, nests in the 

46 [OWA BIRD LIFE - 53, 1983 
arctic and subarctic from Eastern Europe to Alaska and Western Canada. It 

winters south to California and the Mediterranean. There are scattered 

records from the East Coast of United States which are likely of the 

European race, L. c. canus. Records from central North America are 

exceedingly few. Two specimens of L. c. brachyrhynchus were obtained in 

Ontario on Lake Ontario, the first an adult male in winter plumage on 24 

October 1967 and the second a first year female on 28 November 1967 

(Andrle and Axtell 1969). A third Ontario record was of an adult on Lake . 

Huron on 30 November 1979 (Am. Birds 34:269). There were June records 

from Churchill, Manitoba, in 1978 and 1979 (Am. Birds 32:333-334, 1177) 

and a March record of a first year bird in Denver, Colorado, in 1980 (Am. 

Birds 34:801). 
The lowa record of a Mew Gull is in line with the general increase of 

vagrant gulls in the Midwest. Documentation and photographs allowed the 

identification of an unusual looking gull even though the observers failed to 

make the correct identification. One should be aware, however, that the 

same type of evidence may negate an identification such as has occurred 

with recent reports of Thayer's Gull in lowa. 
References 

Andrle, R. F., and H. H. Axtell. 1969. Mew Gulls in Ontario. Wilson Bull. 

81:211-213. } 

Grant, P. J. 1982. Gulls: A Guide to Identification. Vermillion, South 

Dakota: Buteo Books. 

Pieper, B. 1982. A Lake Superior "pelagic" trip--Minnesota’s first Mew 

Gull. Loon 54:247-248. 
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation 

by the Records Comtittee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 

SPECIES: N\eus rsh , Lone Camo 

DATE SEEN: 14-2 Dec. 1VEL 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: Lack + Dam 14 , Scatt G’, 

OBSERVERS: T. Kerk, T Stanctt , P.-C. Petersen, T. Ooiyen. 

DATE OF REVIEW: rah uote C242) ; aevdle C4/23) 

METHOD OF REVIEW: Matydte » dioaissum + AVE. 

a RECORD: 1- e 2 - | 

t On @ AgVines A th Luter tue Omh own 

Re a Trwnnen & pues Be ARVANA The. 

Coren tee ee SSA e
ck thf cy LF

 Hine ov “Past shat
 

MR N 

"hask - fon senang os Teenie 
MWhe Nedow 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 
Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate ‘Interpretation 
by those who observed the bird Firsthand. 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of additional evidence. 

| Explanation of Classification: : 
I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or recording available for 

review by the Committee 
II = acceptable sight record documented independently by 3 or more observers 

III = accevtable sicht record documented by 1 or 2 observers 
IV = probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 
V = record with insufficient evidence to judge 

VI = probably incorrect identification, escapee, or otherwise unacceptable record 

Classification is based on the highest category aqreed upon by six of seven 

committee members.



Ce ee ne ss —— oe 
DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species? | aughing Gul] How many? 1-2nd winter 

Location? Lock and Dam 14, Scott Co. Iowa } 

Type of habitat? Mississippi River 

When? date(s): 19 Dec 1982 time; 9:40-9:50 (gst); 2:15-2:45 

etre eine ond addresg: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Iowa City IA 52240 

others with you: Tom Staudt, Don and Jean Moeller, Peter and Mary Lou Petersen 

others before or after you:_MOne 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

AM notes:"A gull slightly smaller than adult Ring-bill (5 Herring & 1 Ring-bill present 
for comparison). Bird notably grayer than Ring-bill. Gray on top of head, ‘forehead, 

back of neck and indefinitely down side of neck. Underparts whiter, but still distinctly 
grayer than underparts of Ring-bill. Bill thin and straight, less bulbous at tip than 
Ring-bill, and slightly shorter. Tip of bill black, shading to yellow-gray in proximal 
2/3. Eye dark. Back and wing gray with black primaries. Legs yellow-green to dusky, less 
bright yellow than Ring-bill.and pink of Herring. When flushed, manthe definitely gray -- 
noticeably darker than white of Ring-bill. Primaries black with no white between wing tip 
and mantte. Small white area at tip of wing, probably on leading edge. From beneath, ~ 
wings nearly white with black tip formed by outer primaries. White, thin trailing edge 
On upper wing seen once. Tail white, quite square, and generally cupped in flight. | 

- Once I thought there might be a black tip centrally on the terminal part, but could not -_ 
confirm this. Tail not knotched."  - See, : ee 
PM notes: "Bird on ice with Herring Gulls. Photos taken.-Dark. of head includes eye area. 
Bird seen flying for over 15 minutes as close as 30 feet. Definite black terminal band -- 
narrow and broken -- seen above and below. Definite. white trailing edge to secondaries. 
White at wing tip confirmed -- just at tip on leading edge. Black of primaries 
from above somewhat irregular." : : 3 
Later notes: The last five or so primaries formed a sharp black tip, but three was 
some indentation of the black ~~ anteriorly, so the black did not form a 
Straight line. oe , 7 7 7 : : 

Similar species and how eliminated: sanarated from Ring-bill by gray head and manthé, 
wing-tip, size, character of terminal tail band, and bill color and shape. Separated 
from Franklin's by wing tip pattern (in face of nearly white tail, ie 2nd year bird) 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Initially we were 
uncertain, but thought Laughing most likely. After making notes, consulting books, and — 

If yes, explain: finding the bird again, we felt certain of the identification. 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 
Moderately heavy overcast. Excellent comparison with other gulls when bird standing on ice, 
seen close up in flight in PM. 50 yds when on ice; 30 ft in flight. 20x, 50x scopes, 8x binoc. — 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Have seen many winter birds on Texas coast. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: AM notes made first. Then 
looked at Robbins, Peterson, and Grant and consulted with Pete Petersen before finding the 

How long before field notes made? this form completed? bird again. 

QO min AM, :5 min PM. 24 hours copied. 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa. — 234 

What species? . [ How many? / 

Location? Lock end Dam & IY on MISS $F), igel 7 

Type of habitat?_qw Avs fee, on iced ever fad pee! ct main chsnnel. 
When? date(s): Ditember 9 9¢2 time: joem tO Wide pm ane? 2:5 - 2245 j0m, 

Who?your name and address: _ Thomas F. S77 

others with you: Tom Kémt 7 

others before or after you: TaD Mey Lee Pl Teton 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you. observed. Include Size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 

The bitd was Ferst $4én bith ot ano { ee gel, ~~” S20, Mar e Ring. 

bined, Size sh sp arly Smaller. , 
Bit! was two Yond, ourtr hale te tip black on upyer and lvtr maadilte Inner hale ok 
bil! ey bese res dark but Wetter Ther cuter tip, Bi widrt mas me Samet af ba as aT Tip, Ming biNed's bill WAS Luthoug at Tip. as 
9 98 A064 aT batt AF bil fms a ditty whine Head vas Fleched gray From Pete hand 

iT. fag i ales and fath of héad, Eyé wts black wth a Thin whet ne Gv “i bE low ThE yp was the same gray 43 above, bar didn? Extend VEY ber bbw Ing oe ey on Thé head becamé wore fontentrateed at Fae batt of THE Nad, COML dy 

: on nape and Created 4 colby Whe }eock a for ward. Lmmédoke) eR Ths, th Front 08 the mantle was a %Etons , Ate a lo lae thes onk. whe AE, rim b16ks ,. 
aut was pig LE gray . Premertes. ore eons ‘wit very Sma/! white 7 si ah —- Front tad of Tak ony Tips, The bhek Fro AE primer res 
os apken 4 wis7 aveqa. There nas 4 thin Whitt tre, Weg klge on TRE uw, 

regan? wh te wo, "th Fesnt 6 lack SPOTS neved ee 8 sie The Spots treated him 
| Seated 4 Fatat by : TAL Yas! weg 

ce of tne l. There wes a = a 
the BPeTS. Thin er viet 

chin and Three? wert M/ght, Breas? and andéc parts 1A. £606? ld ame | 
eark yey - Les and Feet fré {ré6n/gray. Mk SPECLE of 

Similar species and how eliminated: kimpsrwes vs shy tly ager. Ada ft evull lave git wh, Pe 4 fay - 
wrth wht pail. Sétond wintte ber wtutl kare abrecdér rn;! bat, — arp as a B71 4 A hed aleve. 

Franklia's Ju/! by. und anarll — apt Ir and ETS iN Wil. 

‘ake bers - 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 7 

If yes, explain: , 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), ond optical equipment: 
overtaeT 50 ww l00 yds OP fans Wed. 

WN bineenlars, nok SCopt, 50k scopt 3 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: neat 7h TAS SPEci'ns , Very hn Ye ade 
Frankten's gal] — - 

abote mententd People, 775 a 

References and persons consulted meters wes ee a eae = we widet sada BIHSL 600% on ga flS. 

ag teumbdec T&F Tr @/) «¢ 

How long before field notes made? 2? * eens this” form completed? ‘Ags, EXth/ agree 
were 

MAIL TO: T. H: Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 784, 



NOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird
 sightings in Lowa or 

What species?__ Laus hing Cull 
How many?__/ _(e Ke) 

* 

Location? Locks ¥ Da on FR LY Ple
asant Va Ll, Sco thle 

EA: 

Type of habitat? f/?
 ssiszippi ! River - po nal} Ug 

Areas a loug TS Que 

When? date(s): D ¢c. /Z/4P2 time: 2/(5 Ex.to 3-00 fie, 7 | 

Who?your name and address:__ Pr eter C. Folevseun 2 3F Me
 Clear Bled. Lau, SS 

others with you Blanes Pere a
or: a fEut ar

y Sts ud t, od Lind
en 

I/oo Clave Se Larvy tinder & Tim
 Guyer 

others before or after you:
 ay Lrut+ Steud’ 

_ i 

| [2fro- see uu der 12/4 

Describe the bird(s) including
 only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing,
 tail, throat, breast, belly,

 under — 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and be
havior. 7. ,.-4( oe tlee th 

; 
: 

: ei (Cae is one p SWa Cw at & 

he rAna halls wrrte it, a baut Ring billed ice. Bi} dark at tp. lig hteret baz, 

hike band 0 eae She ule este FS at base , top em head uni Foring resgalse beclig 

y: . er B Los neck hea oe he . J ag 

ncad, Smull white [pne. ov ie. er ‘“ ov dahera vey. Mautle solida vey 
< ae 

0 Vaytartt? A, 

a 

: 
outermost a vima

ri €s black with 
BS ubite ga at ah 

“) white , leo oes a! reer, 
aGo-5eet: Bac ko

 oF peck justabe
ve Fai Age Be ol | 

Pr ede iy ¢ h
oved white frat ling ed

ge. -Frombelo Tail white wita ie
 

biacd tinge Teste 
7 Me ee — 

= ee rountshCterX), b
lack atte, Head m

ot led ¢ reyor top + ba CA, U
nder body , 

aces hirte.. Mautle g vey, Frat le B
y eds 2 oF wing wherte, mos

t novicceble OF when | 

Pho 7 etaadtua on ree, For
d puter yb AAW ES e

atrely black exer pt 
Zov > wien verysinl! 

oa 

| wl ite spot. antip
aud sual] ++Tang le to © bla WAVE So vedge oF utug Te

s { 

ae ne - es re) G ; : ; , ae 

white cxerrt Part ra! blackedge ov bau wear #2 
——— 

b 2a FG revyigh 
. 

tt Ag 

_, 

Similar species and how eliminated
: Frau 4/ius Butl — his bi

rd Yad ko utr te 

Au er sarcdece oS ut
ug ly erf-weeer nm black +4 rey VERS,

 Fa burt green ee
 

Did any one disagree or have reserv
ations about identification? no. 

If yes, explain: 
| 

Viewin conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and 0 tical equi ment: ie 

Ig 70% 40 raoS prism Cine ley OF Conko s
cope. usehat FO*SSKP rhurarily, (0

00me 4 

Te lephote lens. 
I2/ao - ga uie e ptice/

 egucp (2/20 art ( re Sher 1 ee ob 

Previous experience with spec
ies ands imi Vr OneS: Hawk ob

s om te Soas t C(¢PO) for 4 hing” 

Several o 4°93 uinter 9 [. ore Ras 

References and persons consul
ted before writing descriptio

n: @ rent henl * cheehe 

before. Gir-aAgeen boty de 
, 

vo 
lo bA 

0 ong before field notes made
? uving obs, this form completed? 

a7 his Po Bhivs. 

‘2, Notes mtAhe- From 
ver al CH. by T.sfaust 

2 8) 
_ 

MATL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 R
ichards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



Location? Usa Kiv LOS LBA va Cita wG 

DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa — 
: | § 2-3¢ 

What species? MA Witt Lis: Larus Btricilla ) How many? f 

Type of habitat? River 

When? date(s) Mecentber 22, 1422 __* ime:_G" 4G” Ant_10°30 BM rahi 
-Who?your name and address: 77 nxt 104 be GLb St. ———— 

others with you: ky LP, 9° Cha f-ttud2 C1 ceadICMoM Ate LE. The diol : a5 4 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, ah — Also mention voice and behavior. Size SeralbrdslinmeHaw 

: tal toners prone parent 

whee Larived at Lt O14 +he staat te n-ouerme rae al cute 

the car: Lian into Peterend- Conpery aed Fee +L talked aboufthe fit whi 
we watched rt t+ thy a” , I+ Stow bladed Or’ the ice with Hema Gulls a 

ont K 1g Gill Gull. This was a ped onthe Lou Swe. Lwet back tom Yar, Bers las 
— adligat my seapet-tripook. The bird uns SH} Here-ad Ldsoned Os 
trom alout S0y yards tor about IS. Minutes. ev alugstback acktuai CH) : 

| Hull bape Goan; Bivins MC ASCLO. aerial witiet = 

yon pecies and how eliminated: Fut Cul 7S Seine. thing — Shosile 

has a brpd-life ap, Wirt Fncsttiidte: 8 Penden basa rk nieanips. O Oe 

prt ave. white - black-white wisstips. The westior bad black~ sAife redid 
/ rs / land Secral Herring Gulls : 

ia one iiseaek on aie west ne Ane Eilkd Cul oe pebooe ee ee eset 0 wed 

gh aut the while wink tips util L tod a phatogryth showis H 
, exp] diners” aie at ‘S 

if yes plese ow a Aays bite Coulf. The phate ' ums ota wivter plana Cee ae o 

View conditions: give my Ae Sele (how measured), and optical panor 2 

poe; } day at 50 yards ra et): Ss 5 Mies On- iC, Using 
a 3LX Scape ova frip 

aléo te the air at Var igus Aglare s Usies K+ biroctla
vs.As aes 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: Laat Ansel Alurgse binels | 
Carblivag South Cavolicg coasts jx 14785. May Frackbins Gulls Soutt, fic, 4 

fate ef o References and persons consulted befor writing description: Rte Berser’, 

the Biv \s (Fete rsac-1fo), Many Ofer backs 

How long before field notes made? this form compteted’ Lf va a 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa _ — 

What species? L avahing Go il ere atvic (le) How many? | (one) 

Location? Lock + Dom Hit otf US.67 be Bettendorf and Le Claire. Jowa Seot} 
County on tle [owa cide of Ha Mi $1 5Si pyi 

Type of habitat? Bivd wes loafing on Lee in immedtote frevaters of : River. 

When? date(s): Dec 1982 time: 2°90 to 2:55 on 

Who?your name and address: Francis L, Moore 264 Western Ave.. Waterloo |A_S27o| — 

others with you: Ne 

others before or after you: Pete + Mary fa fetevson “Yom Kent, Tom Stovglt + Others 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice pe: apa : 

Bird was by picel gv Hl Shape, It was “ronice with a Ring-billea Gulls +0 the 

left of it and a Hewing Gull directly behind ‘4, It wes smaller then the Ping- 

pilled's ant a lot smaller then dhe teeving, The tip of th Bill was blackish 
fading + a lighter coley at base Ca brewnish, color wet pink ov yellewigt). ee 

| aan did wet seem “5 lavage ok H. Hp as tle Ring-Bill's. Overall im pression of 

Hs bred was Hit it wes ae § Arener overall om H, Ringbill's. (+ bed a } 

[iahs gna 1 dh wosh fo te neck ane bvaast tink a white belly, He Qwe hese 

was also weshes with bot whitish at the Veppev base tn Ha 431 TH 

_ z eye wes dak with a in of 0 bo ken whitish eye-cin above ad below. 

. Theaven dicectly behind Hie eye wes a davker grey + cked area, The - 

aren tk fle hind neck at exterdin focuant ta breast was a liHle decker 

the monte was a midium = Mea" 
eoley, The primaries were bies

k’ si, with Bevevl | 

ST spots at Ha tipset He STONY 7 ev Het abouls) primevies; there _ 
wes alssa lawyer wh) spot mn to leading th xe of Ho ) Doe + —, The wing 

hada thin tailing edge on the Secondaries, The tail was white urfh a broken 
art splotcl.g dak band neanw tle te~menet bra wit a thin white term imal wud 
— ae Were Grail? Ihatlieang a. grey i xt «Green ecolor., No vojco was 

: letd , 
Similar species and how Li filftated? <,allex than Ring—billed md Se : Appeared 

te bea 24 winter bivd ant was arene trena (2 Winter Frenelin's Aight po 
Rul Pietd maryks telecon togetler suggest apa winter Lowghing Goll, — 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?_ ee os 

— Ndawtificakion is very diffianlt bot with oll Field weeks tila 
If yes, explain: feather thoce js & Consensus of everyone | have telkd ft Hit 

eo he blvd 15 A lavghing gell. — : 
Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance "tHow measured), and optical equipment: 

Viewing Cand itimnNased, bright overcast at times sun shewa Heo cloud coven, 

Distanee approximately SO ytrd sain 7X35 B4+L Reet Pus binoew lars , Bush ne\| 2Oxée 

Pacemaster Petes tere and CelestroVcIo telesce pe mounted on Ni kbeormok caomernh 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: at 20X, 

re gaan Laughing gulls In sinter om coast of Virginia. sevevel years ago, Hart vot Seon 
References and ‘serene consulted before writing description: Afler tate img Fieid vetes, | 

— falbed with Pete Petersen arh leoked at Robbins, Peteen ah Cert besks. 
How long before field notes made?_ 30 min, __this form completed?_ 2daus 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240 
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“©>. Comments on the gull recently seen at Lock 14 (Iowa record 82-36). 
¥ t ¥} £ 

Several features suggest to me that this bird is not a Laughing g
ull: 

1. Proportions: Laughing gull is small-headed, big-billed, long
 in the wing and body, 

long-legged. It has a very horizontal stance when at rest. The Davenport bird is 

built like a miniature Herring gull, shorter in the body and wing
, short-legged, 

with a proportionally large head and a diminuitive bill. 

2. Plumage and soft parts: In the color photos the mantle appears too pale for Laughing, 

although this could be an artifact; I have seen similarly-pale photos of g@nuine 

Laughing. But as far as I know Laughing always lakks the subterminal white spot in 

the outer primary, tends to have dark mottling on the head that 
is smudgy rather 

than speckly, lacks the dark shawl effect that this bird has, 
and at any plumage 

has an all-dark bill (dark blackish red in the breeding season,
 black at other times). 

Also has dark legs. 7 : : 

If the bird is not a Laughing gull, what is it? 

Many features of its plumage indicate that it is one winter away from full adult plumage: 

the lack of brown/mottled juvenile feathers in wing-coverts or body, the lack of a dark 

bar on secondaries or carpal region, the irregular and rath
er faint dark subterminal — 

band on the tail, and the bill with paler basal part and dus
ky tip. For a gull of this 

size, this indicates second-winter plumage. | a 

Most of the medium-sized larids can be ruled out: 

California is too large and has too large a bill. 

Kittiwake in second-winter plumage lacks a prominant nucha
l collar and lacks the 

subterninal white spot in the outermost primary in any
 plumage. Second-winter also 

lacks tailband. oe - oo ae eee ee - 

Franklin's gull moults into def. adult plumage in its second wint
er, but is extremely 

unlikely to occur in the interior US at this time of year. How
ever it should have a 

more distinct and concentrated ‘partial hood' and ought to lack the "shawl'. Before 

the primary moult it should lack the subterminal white spot in 
the outermost primary 

and after it it should have both extensive white in the medi
al portions of the 

primaries and white tips to the inner ones, all of which this bird lacks. 

-Ring-billed and Mew gull remain. The latter has several subspecies, on
e (L.c. canus) : 

found in Europe, a vagrant on the NE coast of North America, and a
nother (L. c. brachy- 

rynchus) breeding in northern Alaska and the NW Territories of Can
ada and wintering : 

on the Pacific coast; the latter is a much more likely va
grant to the midwest, and 

shows some slight plumage differences from the European subspecies. D
espite its rarity, 

I believe that the Davenport bird is of this species, for 
the following reasons: 

1. The diminuitive size and tiny bill (although dwarf Ring-b
ills have been 

reported from the NE U.S.). 

?. The darkness of the mantle (Mew gull is darker than 
Ring-billed). 

3. The extremely heavy mottling on the head and neck and the clo
uding of the 

underparts with dusky. (Ring-billed is quite clean in this plumage and only 

very lightly speckled on the head and neck, clean white b
elow.)
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4. The prominent white tertial crescents; not so marked in the Ring-bill. 

5. Features indicative of L. c. brachyrynchus rather than L. c. canus are 

the incomplete tail-band, and the dusky on the alula and primary coverts; 
L. c. canus is said to lack these. 

Literature consulted: 

Ridgeway, R. Birds of North and Middle America beat very helpful). : 
Bent, A. C. Life Histories of North aetreen Gulls and Terns. — oe of - 

second-winter plumages). 7 i 
Dwight, J. The Gulls (Laridae) of the World. Bull.Am. Mus. Nat. Hist. 52 (1925). 
Lauro and Spencer, A Method for Separating Juvenal and First-Winter Ring-. 

billed Gulls (Larus delawarensis) and Common Gulls (Larus canus). 

(Mostly about how to separate L. delawarensis from L. c. canus; a. few 

comments on 2-w plumages and L. c. brachyrynchus.) Am. Birds 43(2):111. 
Grant, P. J. Gulls: A Guide to identification... (Detailed ere of. 

: delawarensis and L. c. canus.) 

| Weber J.W. The Larus Gulls of the Pacific Northwest' S Interior, Part 7 8 ee 

- . Continental Bridlife 2(3):74, 1981. (Mantle colors of western North _- 

American gulls.) oo oe ae oe. ~- 

fe aemaseat 
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March 15, 1983 | WS 9 

Dear Pete, | 

Having carefully witaad the record of the gull this winter, I am 

in complete agreement with Mike Newlon that ‘the bird is a 2nd winter 

| Mew Gull. As you no doubt have already realized Laughing Gull is totally 

out of the question for a wide variety of reasons, so I won't dwell on 

them here. The only question is if the bird is a Ring-billed or a Mew 

Gull. For a variety of reasons I feel that the bird is clearly Mew. 

First the size (smaller than adjacent Ring-billeds) is clearly indicative 

of Mew as is the thin appearing bill. Also indicative is the large (& dark) 

appearing eye in the head. I've always - ‘been ae with that feature 

on our Mew Gulls. Ofcourse the apparent dark iris, “indicative of Mew as 

a 2nd winter. Ring-billed Gull would have a yellowish-gray or a whitish- 

gray iris color. The dark mantle is also a feature that is most helpful. 

I find Mew Gulls to have the same mantle shade as a California Gull, being 

‘substantially darker than the mantle color of either the Ring-billed or — 

the Herring. Additionally the broad white trailing edge to the wing (esp. 

on. outer secondaries, is a feature that I think might be helpful in telling 

it: from ‘Ring-billed which has a thinner white trailing edge against a paler _ 

mantle, although this. character needs more Study. wnt color is also ~ 

wrong for Ring-billed, typically by 2nd winter they, — have a rather 

adult like subterminal black band, although the overall bill wae 

duller. Finally, the extensive brown head wash (including the sides of 

the neck) is perfect for Mew and wrong for Ring*billed. A 2nd winter Ring- 

billed would appear whiter headed and the brown visible would be in the -forn 

of distinct streaks rather than a wash. Another feature that might be 

helpful in comparing 2nd winter birds of these two species is the wing 

tip pattern. I often get a feeling that in Mew there is a more extensive | 

black creacent ; formed by extensive dark tips to the greater primary coverts. 

It gives a ‘double dark bar on the wing. To me Ring-billed appears more solidly 

dark. This feature needs more checking. 

I am also in agreement with Mike that the ira is our race, brachyrynchus. 

I don’t know nominate canus well but that form typically lacks dark in 

the tail in 2nd winter, has more distinct head streaks (like Ring- 
billed) rather than a wash and would appear somewhat larger billed. 

In summary I can find absolutely nothing wrong for your bird being 

a 2nd winter Mew Gull. That was my immediate reaction upon looking at 

the photos and nothing has swayed my opinion since. I would be happy 

(over )
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to answer additional correspondence on the subject if needed, including 

why the bird isn't a rn, but I assume that this posaikility has 

been dismissed. 

‘One final comment- the photos are perfectly adequate to establish 

the identity of the bird, even without the field notes, although the 

notes are helpful and are certainly an “Amportant part of the record. 

rs 

_, oe c 

All the best Pete, 

-Jon Dunn- --—- 
4710 Dexter bre, #7? 
Santa Barbara, CA 93110 |
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105-K E. Ticonderoga Dr. 
Westerville, OH 43081 
March 17, 1983 

Dear Toms 

o - : -_ fet g - 

The other gull is much more interesting, The photographs con- 
clusively eliminate Laughing and Franklin's Gulls based on bill, head, 
leg and wing pattern characteristics, Overall size and bill size and 

— would appear to eliminate California Gull. What remains is 
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Tom Kent 
March 17, 1983 

page 2 

distinguishing between a Mew Gull and an aberrant Ring-billed, My 
thouchts are as follows: : 

1. Dark gray mantle: although not clearly shown in the photos, 
if the mantle was noticeably darker than the adjacent gulls 
(which every observer seemed to agree), this characteristic 
probably provides the strongest evidence of a Mew Gull. 

2. Dark eye: Ring-billeds normally have 4 yellow iris in second- 
winter plumage while Mews have brown iris. This field mark is 
also very supportive of a Mew Gull identification. 

36 The dusky head marking aren't typical of a Ring-billed ‘and more 

suggestive of a Mew Gull. However, these markings are variable 

and I wouldn't base an identification on — 

4, The. white spots on the outer primaries are the proper ‘size for 
a Mew Gull and larger than @ typical Ring-billed. iain che I 
have observed 1 or <. Ring-billed with similar spots, 

5. The white edgings on the tertials are larger than a typical | 

Ring-billed but this feature is also variable to some extent. 

> 6, The overall size and bill size and shape appear correct oe : 
, - Mew Gull but I have seen a number of diminutive Ring-billeds 

that are quite similar. These features are important but not 

_. necessarily indicative of either aOreN 

Based on the photos and documentations, I feel confident the bird was 
a Mew Gull. While it may be premature, I would like to include this 
sighting in the winter report (I feel that confident). If you want — 
me to wait, let me know. If possible, “ean you send me ‘copies of the 

black and white prints that I placed an X beside? If you can't get 

them ag me by April 15, send then directly to Bob Arbib. 

Sevarnl unrelated comments, The earliest spring Pectoral 
Sandpiper in Ohio is Feb. 28, 1981 (see the winter season 1981 issue 
of American Birds). I presume your February sighting was an early 

migrant rather than a wintering bird based on the substantial migra- 
tion of other early species at. that time, Secondly, I have accumulated 

a number of gull slides over the years and have given talks on gull 

jdentification. If you think the Iowa Ornithologists Union would 
benefit from such a talk, let me know and perhaps we could work out 
the details, : 

I hope these comments are useful to you. Let me know if I can 
provide further assistance, 

Sincerely, 

ruce Peter john
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