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DOCUMENTATIONS 

Warren L. Baker, 23480 100th St., Spirit Lake 51360 [2/15/98] 

Karen Baker, 23480 100th St., Spirit Lake, 51360 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 68:12 

Records Committee: IBL 68:87 

VOTE: 5 NA, 2 A-D 

A-D, Description of tail and breast rule out other 

possibilities. 

A-D, Heavy barred chest and short squared off tail should 

eliminate other species. Where did they come from? 

NA, While the habitat and location are probably better for 

chickens than grouse, the description does not eliminate Ruffed 

Grouse. The raised crest certainly brings to mind a grouse. I am 

uncertain if Gr. Prairie-Chicken has this characteristic. A more 

concrete description of the tail would have helped this record. 

NA, The slim description (smaller than hen pheasant, square 

dark tail, barred breast) looks pretty solid, but I'd like some 

indication that these birds aren't from some game farm or exotic 

bird breeder. The date is a little early from the Dakotas and NW 

Minn. 

NA, The barring and square tail pattern would seen to indicate 

this species and I have no way of saying that it is not. I would 

like to know if these birds were spotted by anyone else or 

whether any have been introduced in Dickinson Co. or nearby 
Minnesota. Six birds at this time of year would certainly suggest 
nesting. My doubts hinge on the lack of previous experience and 

unlikely natural re-occurrence of nesting of this species in 

northwest Iowa. 

NA, The documentation is compelling for Greater 

Prairie-Chicken but does not give enough supporting details of 

the rest of the birds plumage to say that this was that species 

beyond a reasonable doubt in my mind. What was the pattern of the 

mottling, what color of brown, color of wings, tail, body, shape 

of body, etc. 

NA, Not sure that Gray Partridge eliminated, although "barred 

chest" is suggestive of PC. 'Small size' does not suggest PC, 

however.



97-39 
DOCUMENTATION FORM 

& rentet ' 

Specics How many? — > Praire€ Chicken = 6 

Location?_ South End - west Side Little Sprait Lace, Town 

Type of habitat? -— Cut Cield, Next fs LAke 

When? date(s): So la7 Time: . |Il-4S 4 

Who? your name and address pA Spr val = Baker Oty Se J 

Others with you My uyife ~ Karen S$. Bricer 

Others before and after you 
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, 
shape, details of all parts (bill, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, 

breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also describe voice and 
behavior. : 

+ SAW About (o PRARLE chic Kens (6 etted iN lange Greta ot 

Low Cut grass: Sevenr® were on hAnge bale of Hay - The Coloas 

And Chicken Hype head , Also tari Pentherns helped me te identide,, 

a egea 73 dc Pca field books. Also my wife wires wit ME, Wwe both 

Agnied that Nothing else fit the shape, Colon» The size also wrs A help. 

the barred chest colons Also helped « 

Similar species and how eliminated: Shaepe Wark grouse 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 
If yes, explain: ,jo. 

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical 
equipment: Very Good light witris 75 to 100 foot. 

Previous experience with this species and similar ones: - NEveR Sten betwee 

References and persons consulted before writing description: — Nene 

How long before field notes made? Ficld note made at time 
this form completed? 

Mail origincl form to field editor for this season.



47-34 
DOCUMENTATION FORM 

Specics How many? ene amen de Pee C-7 

Location? _ ‘eile nt ical tek ¢ x MLC frie? Make, Phe Smee Crexely 

Type of habitat? 77a Aag Jac lick” 

When? date(s):f-77-97Time: “7 45 @. >, 

Who? your name and address 

Others dW te you > re ae Oak 

Others before and after you~ 9t¢eocw 
Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, 

shape, details of all parts (bill, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, 

breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also describe voice and 

yeep ies S does Gov Baccus det 2 EY bt gee? Ad? Crus 

OF Ll AK oy wilh 74S a neers eet ZR 

Wee me eect ce Lak Age wae, Orch. Ske heal nape a —— inn — 

cor Pe Le a atl yO LA Atak Lord 6 peace, 26" ORM | 

et eS gay ght hx LZ. re te eee Ae: rota
 FEMA . 

——-* aw gp bgke nae a Lily 

5 ae eee che. F see a OTL tcf, ee e
adiog ZA CLE E 

IDeA) » 

Simi Sa omep: and how eliminated: nag lee ecseae lacl shat 

C 
Did any” one rede or oe reservations about shenttfiention? 
If yes, explain: ta ilar ge eigen L ii eames Ln ebeettig, Ge 
Jilligts, SL cnt pat sLeefte’. v 

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measu -_ and optical _ 
equipment: Spock eg hibid ~ORBO nie — whtthick 
at Ling ff ee ; Meporme es “eo” away 
Previous experience » with this species ana similar ones: 
Kod veel salrtyeid Uta Lid Lagene 
References and persons ounietanlt widen writing description: 72¢7%— 

How long before field notes made? Aa ntdlile, 
this form completed? ¢ zuicsw 

Mail original form to field editor for this season. 


