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Purple Gallinule Record Number: 93-CV 
22 May 1978 Classification: A-S 
Ames, Story Co., IA 
Lorna Volner, J. Dinsmore, Graham 
Dinsmore and Graham 1979, Dinsmore 1992 

SPECIMEN 

Iowa State University #1648 
PHOTOGRAPH 

T. H. Kent, of specimen, P-0113 
REFERENCE 

Dinsmore, J. J., and D. L. Graham. 1979. Purple Gallinule in 
Ames. IBL 49:87-88. 

Dinsmore, J. J. 1992. Recent additions to the Iowa State 
University bird collection. IBL 62:1-8. 

Photograph: IBL 62:4 (Dinsmore) 
VOTE: 5 A-S 

A-S, Color photograph shows purple head and underparts and 
metallic green back and wings. The white undertail coverts are 
shown in one photo. This bird appears to lack the pale blue 
frontal shield. Can anyone explain that? /thk





Purple Gallinule P-0113 Ames, Story Co, q 3-Cv 22 Way 1978 injured bird died 
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Dinsmore, J. J. and D. L. Graham. 1979, Purple Gallinule in Ames . Iowa Bird Life 49 :87-88, 

Purple Gallinule in Ames - On 22 May 1978 Mrs. Lorna Volmer found an in- 
jured Purple Gallinule (Porphyrula martinica) in her yard in north Ames, only a 
few hundred meters from a wooded park adjacent to the Skunk River. The bird 
Was easy to approach and eventually was given to Graham. He found that the rignt 
femur was broken, and set it with a steel pin. The bird weakened and died on 23 
May. Graham then Bave the bird to Dinsmore who prepared it as specimen No. 
1648 in the Iowa State University Collection of birds. The bird, a female, was 
emaciated. 

Anderson (1907) considered the Species accidental in Iowa, listing three early 
workers (Allen, Peck, and Krider) who mentioned the Species although no 
specimens were collected, Fenton (1916) claimed one was Shot in Floyd County in 
1891 and another was seen near Charles City on 9 September 1915 but Gabrielson 

(1917) questioned the validity of those records. Brown (197}) mentions two more 
records: one in 1937 near Cedar Falls (Dix, 1937) and one Photographed in 1964 
South of Iowa City (Kent, 1964). More recently one was seen on a farm pond 7 miles 
South of Ottumwa in late summer and early fall 1974 (Ayres and Ayres, 1975: [). 
andC. Ayres, pers. Commun.) and another was seen near Promise City on 10 May 
1975 (Brown, 1975). Thus this constitut es the fifth unquestioned record of the 
available, 
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