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NA, Again we have a silhouette description of a 15 to 20 sec.
sighting with little detail just an overall impression. A Goshawk
can have rather pointed wings, and could fly strongly for 15
seconds without gliding.

NA, The identification was based almost entirely on size and
shape. Hanks' Hawks in Flight and a Photographic Guide to North
American Raptors all stress the difficulty in separating
Gyrfalcon and Northern Goshawk in flight by shape. Plumage
characteristics seen were limited and non-diagnostic. Although
the bird was documented by two experienced hawk-watchers, it's
troubling that three others didn't submit documentation and/or
disagreed on the identification. It may have been a Gyrfalcon,
but given the description I can't make a definite determination.

A-D, This record is a struggle, not necessarily because of the
identification given by the observers, but more whether or not
the details are sufficient to withstand the test of time. The
obvious candidates are Gyrfalcon, No. Goshawk, and No. Harrier.
The hawkwatch at Grammer Grove does not allow patient study as
the birds are generally barreling through. Significant, I think,
is that Mark thought Gyrfalcon when he first saw the bird. The
structural descriptions certainly do nothing to.detract from the
ID. I believe No. Harrier is adequately eliminated by the use of
descriptors "massive, barrel-shaped, robust body". Both reports
agree whole-heartedly on the pointed wings which eliminates No.
Goshawk. The two-toned effect mentioned by Widner is supported by
the Gyrfalcon's light flight feathers contrasting with dark
coverts. Actually, this is a pretty "normal" Gyrfalcon record. It
is one of the few birds that has such a dearth of field marks
that it actually gets identified through process of elimination.

NA, A "what-was-it" should probably remain that way. The lack
of objective findings on this bird make it hard to judge.

NA, Those who documented this record kept mentioning that they
thought it had the characteristics of a Gyrfalcon as though they
were not sure of the identification. Also indicated was the fact
that it had a different shape than either a Peregrine Falcon or a
Prairie Falcon. The color or possible color phase was not
indicated either. Maybe this was a Gyrfalcon but I think we need



U
more to make a decision on this one. With the right lighting
maybe this was Falco species. With the color given I cannot tell.
NA, A frustrating event! While I think the odds are good this
was indeed a Gyr, I suspect that whitish underparts more
suggestive of Goshawk (see Kaufman, Advanced Birding) regarding
wing shape. View brief--was bird alarmed, chasing, etc?
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