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others with you: 1% f"’lyersf E‘.’Tf;/

others before or after you:

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, -legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? [%

If yes, explain: =——
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MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF -~
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD ; (¥

1. Species Red Knot (Calidris canutus) 2. Nasber 1

. Location Fisher Lake - Polk Co. Approx. 2 mi. SE of Saylorville Dam

Date: September 19, 1985 5. Time Bird Seen: 6:13 P.M. to 6:45 P.M.

o W

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail all parts of
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac-

isti i .
el Bfg Evuaats1gc}<uidlel gleyrwh t actupl) 1L n the {iel ér (chunckier)

than the Ki lldeer and Lesser Yellowlegs standing near it.

Overall color was gray with a faintly mottled back. The gray gave way
on the lower breast and belly to a lighter gray or off-white. The dividing line
was easily seen but not sharp. Primaries were blackish - especially toward
the tips. The head showed a darkish line from base of bill thru eye with
a whitish superciliary line above the black eye. Rump was whitish with
very fine darker (maybe black) barring. When bird stretched its wings a
faint white wing stripe was noted.

Bill was quite stout, straight, black and about the lenght of the bird's
head. The black legs were fairly short as the bird appeared quite "squaty".
Legs were much shorter than Killdeer or Lesser Yellowlegs.

7. Description of voice, if heard: PR —

8. Description of behavior: _. : .
was a slow deliberate pegﬁfggwgg Eﬁgdéﬁ .oﬁo%emggglgﬁ'fog%egéggnggtggﬁgd.
9. Habitat - general:risher Lake is a shallow lake that is drying down so
there is little water left and mostly mud.
specific:Bird was feeding with many other shorebirds.

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain:
Most everything I could think of was not as large and plump or had the
same bill, legs and overall grayish coloration. Sanderling = too small, for

11. Distance (how measured)? 12. Optical equipment: NP
Approx. 75 yd. (eyeball guess) 25 X scope

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you):

Partly cloudy - sun to my left. Excellent viewing at times during observation

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species:

No experience with Red Knot but quite a lot of experience with most of our

other shorebirds,
15. Other observers: giqye Dinsmore - found bird

Gene Armstrong - Sept. 20
16. Did the others agree with your identification? y.¢

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: .
e Steve Dinsmore

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description:

None were needed, but I did check the National Geographic Guide merely
to confirm what we knew,

19. How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description?

Notes taken on spot - documentation done 2 hrs. later - typed op Sept. 20.
Signature: - Address: [S$3

Date:_&fﬂﬁwg— City, State: 2220
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Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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