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Red Knot | Record Number: 85-18 
19 Sep 1985 , Classification: A-D 
Fisher L., Polk Co., IA 
*S. Dinsmore, *R. Myers, *J. Fuller 
also 09/20; IBL 55:125; 56:43 

DOCUMENTATIONS 

Steve Dinsmore 
Robert K. Myers 
Jim Fuller 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 55:125 
Records Committee: IBL 56:43 

VOTE: 1-I, 6-II 
II, well described.



yor? 

DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings 
in Iowa 

hat species? ed Knot How many? / , i 

Location? Fisher Lake, not Bes tisnes folk lo. Jk 

Type of habitat? 

When? date(s):__/9 seg, (985° time: (po Pry to 6: fof? 

Who?your name and address: _57 ve Diezwsme ery Kehywas De, Anes Lfh SHO 

others with you: 2b Myers, leary 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, ‘legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
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Z fist saw the bid in the COW Avil of 5e vera Lous billed 
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les, a shorke bill, and ua overall paler than the dewstehers. 

ff Mthoo gh wy vst reoctia? ULT that the od Was a Sarder hog J the 

52 and gray er back ehauneted itor a possibility J they recognised 

the bid as em almost denhia tle the Red ftnot§ [ Maw sn (724 
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Similar specie cere Montes 
et frank eae ef Gh jail sil Wr) a f nl black bars 

fall Pouetcbers have lovyer b,Ms and legs, Qa darter fail, long ev nee arTee;* 
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Did any one disagree or have reserva
tions about identification? v — 

If yes, explain: <—— 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how me
asured), and optical equipment: 

Lit Aas excelleat - oy partl ¢ ~Suho fo ort “ide. Lbuak 

yer disfaxe oF 2-3T yard J. wsed a Brh 20x Sfethvy Tou. 

Previous experience with species and similar ones: . 
LT haye seen lotrot Kneds on east coast, 

References and persons consulted before writing descri
ption: 

How long before field notes made? pee bor this form completed? 3 hour S 
/ 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240



BIRDS: VERIFYING DOCUMENTATION OF ex, 
AN EXTRAORDINARY SIGHT RECORD | an 4 

1. Species Red Knot (Calidris canutus) 2. Number 

Location Fisher Lake — Polk Co. Approx. 2 mi. SE of Saylorville Dam 

Date: September 19, 1985 5. Time Bird Seen: ©:13 P.M. to 6:45 P.M, 

o
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W
 

. Description of size, shape and color-pattern (describe in great detail al] parts of 
the plumage, and beak and feet coloration, in addition, to the diagnostic charac- 
teristics, but includ . Lics, but nclude, only wh t actually was se n the fiel .. aneiebites) 

than the Kildeer and Lesser Yellowlegs standing near it. 
Overall color was gray with a faintly mottled back. The gray gave way 

on the lower breast and belly to a lighter gray or off-white. The dividing Jime 
was easily seen but not sharp. Primaries were blackish - especially toward 
the tips. The head showed a darkish line from base of bill thru eye with 
a whitish superciliary line above the black eye. Rump was whitish with 
very fine darker (maybe black) barring. When bird stretched its wings a 
faint white wing stripe was noted. 

Bill was quite stout, straight, black and about the lenght of the bird's 
head. The black legs were fairly short as the bird appeared quite "squaty". 
Legs were much shorter than Killdeer or Lesser Yellowlegs. 

7. Description of voice, if heard: oak bane 

8. Description of behavior: _. 

9°53 slow deliberate peeking’ tn the ae . Rot ehes tat + code GAB In Be TESEea. 
abitat - general:risher Lake is a shallow lake that is drying down so 

there is little water left and mostly mud. 
specific:pird was feeding with many other shorebirds. 

10. Similarly appearing species which are eliminated by questions 6, 7 & 8. Explain: 
Most everything I could think of was not as large and plump or had the 
same bill, legs and overall grayish coloration. Sanderling = too small, for 

11. Distance (how measured)? 12. Optical equipment: —" 

Approx. 75 yd. (eyeball guess) 25 X scope 

13. Light (sky, light on bird, position of sun in relation to bird and you): 

Partly cloudy - sun to my left. Excellent viewing at times during observation 

14. Previous experience with this species and similarly appearing species: 

No experience with Red Knot but quite a lot of experience with most of our 
| other shorebirds, 

15. Other observers: steve Dinsmore - found bird 
Gene Armstrong - Sept. 20 

16. Did the others agree with your identification? yo. 

17. Other observers who independently identified this bird: 
Steve Dinsmore 

18. Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and how did these influence this description: 
None were needed, but I did check the National Geographic Guide merely 

to confirm what we knew. 

19. How long after obserying this bird did you first write this description? 
Notes taken on spot — documentation done 2 hrs. later - typed on Sept. 20, 
Signature: [Ie Address: 

Date bept 2D,J9 PS City, State: 2a 2 O 



DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa SEE: 

What species? KD  KYo7 i lwppTEh PLUMALE ) How many? / Y 

‘ocation? ELSHER KAYE -— FOLK COWS 

Type of habitat? Ww 40470 tt Yh Of SS BK LER 
- , Wi Ps 3 AYA 

When? date(s): 9/20 /Ps time: ae poett to ar 

Who?your name and address: 6 7.4% Liiec ek, 6 Lowswtry Kio, Zoe Cl7Tg 

others with you: (44 KW6&47 ht Meaty tee > 

others before or after you: 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. 
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Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification? 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equi
pment: 

LPRETLGY SAKVGF — UsSFifl From BAK. 7S FEEZ (00 FEE/ tJ 

G36 Broccuthlsl Aro Aex SPOTTWIG SEALE. 
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JiLte MG E 

References and persons consulted before writing description: “2 72 foc’ 
tL/2 

How long before field notes made? ~VEDLATE this form completed? “2 Mik te S 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City IA 52240


