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1 Apr 1820 Classification: NA
Engineer’s Cantonment, IA
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NA, Could check James (1823) to see where Anderson got his
date. Based on the date and expected distribution of this species
at that time, I would expect this to be a correct record, but
there is no description of the bird. Could there be a specimen in
the Smithsonian Museum? /thk
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Numenius longirostra — Long-billed curlew.

116, (264). Nwmenius longirostris Wils. Long-billed Curlew.
0The Long-billed Curlew is the largest of our species of Zimi-
colee and is known by its sickle-shaped bill, four to eight inches
long. It was formerly a common summer resident in Towa, hut
now appears to be only a migrant, having disappeared from ity
former summer haunts with the breaking up of the original
prairie sod.

Thomas Say mentions the arrival of the Long-billed Curlew at
Engineers' Cantonment April 1, 1820 (Long's Exp., i, 266-270).

J. AL Allen stated that it was common in spring in western [owa,
and doubtless bred about the marshes (Mem. Bost. Soc., i, 1868,
501). T. M. Trippe says ‘‘a few seen in spring in Decatur county,
where I was informed that formerly it bred quite commonly”’
(I'roe. Bost. Soe., Xv, 1872, 241). In 1884 the species passed
through central [owa April 15, and in 1885, from April 10 to 135,
it was noted at Emmetsburg, Towa, Heron Lake, Minn,, etc.,
(Cooke, Bird Migr. in Miss. Val., 188485, 97-8). Keyes and
Williams give it as “‘migratory, rather common. A few remain
during the summer and nest on the open prairies’’ (Birds of Iowa,
1889, 123).

In early May, in the '80's, J. W. Preston found the species nest-
ing in northern lowa. He says ‘'Lying away to the west were
the dim flats of Kossuth county. Not a sound, no shrubs for
sighing winds, the wheels rolled muifled in the prairie grass. At
one point, where the ground lay more rolling and dryer, were
many Long-billed Curlews guarding their nests, and hovering
near the wagon, uttering that peculiar mellow whistle so charac-
leristic of the wild free prairie. Soon I was delighted to see an
old Curlew flutter from the horses’ feet, leaving the four speckled
¢ggs exposed. Iurther on a mother Curlew led her mottled
downy chicks from danger.” (“'Some DPrairie Birds,”” 0. & 0.,
xviii, 1893, 82).

Dr. Trostler reports the Long-billed Curlew as a common mi-
grant in Pottawattamie and ‘Mills counties. A.I. Johnson reports
it as a migrant in Sioux county, northwestern Iowa, saying: *'I
do not know of its nesting since I came (o the state in 1890.
Have only known of them during migration, and not very many
al that.”"  All others who reported list (he species as a rare mi-
grant.



