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DOCUMENTATION 

Rodger Junck, 206 Trail Ridge Rd., Ames [2/28/99] 

REFERENCES 

Field Reports: IBL 69:33 

Records Committee: IBL 69:90 

VOTE: 7-NA 

NA, I almost voted A-D on this record until I revisited the 

leg issue. The documentation described "white feathery legs," but 

did not specify whether this meant feathered tarsi. Red-tails 

have long leg feathers that hang down over the tarsi, giving the 

impression of feathered legs. The other features (white head, 
perception of size) were supportive of the ID as Ferruginous, but 

were not conclusive. Light Red-tails can have pale heads, and, 

regarding size, there is little difference between the two 

species. Red-tails are the most variable of North American hawks. 

I saw several yesterday that had virtually unmarked, white 

breasts, similar to the bird described. 

NA, There is not enough information provided to identify the 

bird. The observer noted the white underparts, head, and legs, 

but did not describe the rest of the bird. As seen from below, an 

adult Ferruginous would show rufous or barred rufous-and-white 

leg feathers and dark wingtips. An immature Ferruginous could 

appear mostly white from below, but would show dark wingtips and 
a faintly-banded brownish tail, and the head usually has a dark 

eyeline. Perhaps this was a large albino Red-tailed Hawk. 

NA, A Ferruginous Hawk with white feathering on legs would 

have to be an immature, which should have a prominent eyeline and 

crown and nape dark streaked, not an "all white head". 

Ferruginous, especially immature, is very difficult to ID. To 

accept, would like wing/tail length, wing shape, wing angle in 

flight. There has never been a summer record of this species from 
Iowa or states to the east. 

NA, Parts of this description sound extremely good for 

Ferruginous but there are enough problems that I cannot totally 

rule out Krider's. The variability in size of Red-tailed Hawk 

makes judgement of size fairly irrelevant. I'm not sure how far 
down the leg the white feathering extended. If they reached the 

toes, that might have clinch this one. However, white leg 

feathers indicate an immature bird and the head sounds too white 
for me. Head description more nearly fits Krider's, especially as 
it was viewed from the side. Ferruginous immature should show 
more of a dark cap. 

NA, White feathered legs would indicate an immature bird, but 

such a bird should have a brownish head (light or dark). Without



a description of the undertail pattern, or back and upper wing 
pattern, this bird is not definitely identifiable. Krider's 
Red-tail does have a white head. 

NA, Red-tails can be all white below, have light heads, and 

can appear to have feathered legs when perched. Size is 

subjective. In order to accept such a rare bird at an unusual 

date many more details are needed (bill size, gape, white on 

upper wings, tail color, wing shape, etc.). Such details are 

often hard to evaluate during a brief encounter. 

NA, Size on a single bird difficult to judge, especially one 

so white. No features mentioned that fit Ferruginous Hawk--bird 

would be an immature if not rufous on legs. Date also 

questionable for Ferruginous Hawk.
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