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VOTE: 2-III, 2-IV, 2-V, 1-VI 
VI, This species is often identified only by combination of 

subjective features, but no notes were made for 90 minutes about 
a 3 minute observation. There is no evidence that this bird was 
even a falcon. In fact, all of the description (except, perhaps 
"slim, ill-defined, but obvious ’mustache’ marks") is entirely 
consistent with immature Cooper’s Hawk or even N. Goshawk. 

V, I can’t identify bird from description. I saw large 
brownish Cooper’s Hawk about 1 mile from this location the next 
day, after searching the area for several hours. I think it is 
much more likely that this was a large accipiter than a 
gryfalcon, but.I can’t really tell. 

IV, Overall, the documentation is highly suggestive of 
Gyrfalcon but I have a hard time voting for the acceptance of a 
first state record on the written evidence of one person. There 
are a couple of things that do not read quite right in the 
documentation. High variability in this species and F. peregrinus 
subspecies could be interpreted wrong for F. rusticolus. More 
observers with different viewpoints would have helped with this 
record. This is a very difficult species to identify even in the 
hand. 

IV, This is a most interesting sighting. I only wish the 
documentation had been done in more detail. For example, how were 
size and color judged?; what exactly did the breast look like?; 
how long was the tail?; what did the throat look like? a drawing 
of bird perched and flying would have been helpful. This is very 
probably a correct ID and the first reported sighting of a gyr in 
Iowa and a more detailed description may make it more convincing. 

III, All points of identification confirm Gyrfalcon and 
combine to eliminate other raptors. 

V, Puzzling. Describes Goshawk very well, except (as pointed 
out by oberver) for head pattern. Could even be a buteo. , 
Description precludes ID. 

III, I find it a plausible description, though I would be 
happier with mention of why it isn’t one of those odd Redtails.
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Summary of Review of an Ornithologic Observation -" 

by the Records Committee 

of the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union 

SPECIES: Gyrfaleon 

DATE SEEN: 13 ~29- $f, 

SITE OF OBSERVATION: p oF Cho M., Louisa Co 
‘ ‘3 493Q . 

OBSERVERS: 7” oyer 

DATE OF REVIEW: S~qo -¥7 

METHOD OF REVIEW: JZ7e 

CLASSIFICATION OF RECORD: \/ 

COMMENTS : 
3 The comm: tee Se/t Wa 7 Whe description ) while 

Vers | Sugges7we, Aid pot voit | lete ly ru le, pore He 

possibility ot o The wine more COMIMOM raptors. 

The opinions expressed here are based on the information available to the 

Committee and should not necessarily preclude an alternate interpr
etation 

by those who observed the bird firsthand. , 

Any action may be re-reviewed upon submission of addition
al evidence. 

Explanation of Classification: . 

I = labeled, diagnostic specimen, photograph, or record
ing available for 

review by the Committee : 

acceptable sight record documented independently b
y 3 or more observers 

acceptable sight record documented by 1 or 2 observers 

probably correct record, but not beyond doubt 

record with insufficient evidence to judge 

probably incorrect identification, escapee, or othe
rwise unacceptable record 
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Classification is based on the highest category agreed upon by six
 of seven 

committee members. 3 
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa 

What species?__Gyrtalcon/ How many? 1 2 

* 4 . 

—ocation? LTTYIOL 2 Mle NOt i OE. f TGIS DA CLAZ LF 

Type of habitat? aby fowerms. 

When? date(s): ZE Nex. GEO time: 3°90 _to_ 3°03 [74 (est) 

others with you: NOVEL 

others before or after you: Mosn/e 

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details 

of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under 

tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior. © 

frlarge gray hawk- like bird witha bulk y baly Uns ora Pole alory, the fod, 

L Stopped the car and watched him perched bron the baktsile Far about ter 

Minutes. XZ juclged the bird to be about 20 inches lox The back, rings are 

ail were alightShade of Grey with paler brut, esther ealyes. The head arel 
veck were paler Hur the bely. The birel had s li, ill- otued but Abvigus 

Mustache’ marks asdadark live exterdies back trom the dark ey¥e- TeP othad was 

pale. The bill was dark. Thebird dropped trom the pole anol headelolivecty 

auey from me very louw-to the grourd with Slow wits beats. As the bind 
dropped From the pole Lhe 2 stool lookat phearmpits, there was We bak. 
Tts wngspar appeareot te be Over ticice He baty leectH arcl the wings were 
broader tore roudled Har other Faltore Ive seer’. the boolyuas Hick asel 
barrel-thaped, sectted darkow ofPutite yp to the Hvat. Legs ac feet 

were wot doseryed. The bivd flew out of sight tous the Southeast Lt 
was vot heard. | 

Simil ar species and how eliminated: fraivie Fe, lean is Smaller, browser has blakax ‘hes. 

Re ore pase iS Smaller, yo ea piper amasane! hasa much mbredsshuctoe aed pallens 

orrhern’ Harner Ape oop nd si a we 2 Fd ras J» phot | bictef it hiss ee A — 

Did any one disagree or have reservations about fdentification? MO 

If yes, explain: 

Viewing conditions: give lighting, distance (how measured), and optical equipment: 

Goad sumtight at 12 ¥% Ltwas ov te ofa telephowepae along the roed L was an 
Gust across the road. Algo iv Flight tro 12 yards urtil out dt. Sighh 12x40 bixeecdars, 

~ Previous experience with species and similar ones: Thad 5e0a-Feregr se Falton | 
‘ . a 5 . - ( ~% > |f~ 

Lowe aud Prurie Falcav in Wyoming. Lv SCCe Cds hawks Fite OFS % Himes in Ene. 

References and persons consulted before writing description: MOMe 

How long before field notes made? fh, JO MY. this form completed? l olay 

MAIL TO: T. H. Kent, Field Reports Editor, 211 Richards Street, lowa City IA 52240 


