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Claudia Wilds to Mike Newlon, 6 Sep 1981.

REFERENCE

Field Reports: IBL 49:59
VOTE (1981): 1-II, 5-III, 1-IV

I1I, good description x 2.

III, Good observations, species is quite distinct.

I1I, details convincing but only two observers.

III, Obs. don’t agree exactly on every point - bill blackbill
dark; not not black, but this seems logical as D.B. obs. late in
the day.

III, 2 observers - detailed descriptions by both - 3
observations. Descriptions of bird in near alternate plumage.
Flight pattern rules out surfbird (which has white rump).
Convincing observation.

VI, I have problems here also. Main objection is that the
descriptions do not eliminate Ruff. Amount of white in wing
differs in 2 descriptions. Purple Sdp has slightly decurved bill,
with yellow base. Habitat more like Ruff.

REVOTE (1981): I-III, 1-IV, 4-VI, 1-?

III, I’ll go for the Reeve.

VI, more likely Ruff, but doesn’t fit anything to be
diagnostic.

VI, body size wrong? CW suggests reeve.

IV, Open to too many questions -- re Wilds letter.

?, The letter from Wilds merely documents that the bird is
unidentifiable.

VI, As I have previously stated, and I am happy to see Wilds’
corroboration, this bird is a Ruff and should be submitted to the
Records Committee as such.
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