Records Committee, Iowa Ornithologists' Union Printed: 11/28/00

Black-headed Gull Record Number: 99-26
1 Oct 1999 Classification: A-P

Spirit L., Dickinson Co., IA

*Schoenewe, *J. Fuller, R. Allen (photo)

P-0629, P-0630, P-0635, IBL 70:38, 144

DOCUMENTATIONS
Lee A. Schoenewe (1 Oct), 518 W. 4th St., Spencer [4/14/00]
Jim Fuller (4 Oct), 6 Longview Knoll NE, Iowa City 52240
PHOTOGRAPHS
Jim Fuller, 4 Oct, P-0630
Reid I. Allen, 8 Oct, P-0629
Anthony Hertzel, 9 Oct, IBL 70:38
Paul Hertzel, 13 Nov, P-0635
REFERENCES
Field Reports: IBL 70:37
Records Committee: IBL 70:145
VOTE: 7 A-P
A-P, nice photos.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species How many? BZI?'CIC“ /7’6/4'050 ?L(LL- B { o
Location? Mot SHORE SPRAT LAKE D (cle W Son) : P
Type of habitat? [Qolik SETY, ErsHNG PlER ¢ SHALDW B"qy"m/ll

When? datc(s):b/;}ﬁ Time: . 2:20 N — [-40 M
Who? your name and address /fg& A SCHo E/VEWE .
si8 w42 JPENCER
Others with you A/on/E
TV
Others before and after you AuUmEROUWS SURSEQuENT SleaTiV6ed

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size,
shape, details of all parts (bill, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat,
breast, belly, under taii, legs, feet). Also describe voice and

behavior. /1ty RNG-BILED $T2E LUl wTH DARK
Aulicuikle st Ren (EeS v RED BUL. [FLIGHT [ATIEIN
SHOWED Wrive ouTeR  flimarky WEDGE 4N b DARL

SMUOGING ON U DER boin 6

Similar species and how eliminated: RonAFPARTE S — BiLL Cocol
c ANO UNDER W/NE SeDPEnE

Did any one disagree or have reservations about identification?

[f yes, explain: 8

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical.:
equipment: OVERCASYT @ 50— /00 \/D-S"/' ¥ x ¥O Brf\/ocqn‘lfej
204 — bk~ ScolE

Previous experience with this species and similar ones:
ANNUgL SIGHTINGS Sinvee 1995
References and persons consulted before writing description:

How long before field notes made? /M &ERATELY
this form completed?

Mail original form to field editor for this season.

AORITIon AL SI6RT/NES AT SHIME 20CAT 0N -

Jo]7 / 77 Jo/r7]97 r0/21/25 - 2 Bros ResenT
nlelaq -2 Riess PRESEnT

h/n/‘?? - | Buwb
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DOCUMENTATION OF RARE BIRD

SPECIES: Common Black-headed Gull (Adult Basic)

LOCATION: Big Spirit Lake, north end. (Dickinson County)

DATE & TIME: 4 October, 1999 (1:30-2:15 PM)

OBSERVER: Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll NE, Iowa City, lowa, 52240
OTHERS: Originally reported by Lee Schoenewe. Later seen by MOb.

DESCRIPTION: The bird was noticeably smaller in general size than two Ring-billed
Gulls that were in close proximity. It also seemed to be sleeker, and have a smaller head
and bill. The general coloration was light gray upperparts and white underparts. The head
was rounded and unmarked white, except for a dark auricular spot behind the dark eye.
The bill was relatively thin and a dull red, except the tip end which was dark. The legs
were also a red color. The mantle and folded wing were a light gray, which was the same
color as the nearby Ring-billed Gulls. The primaries on the folded wing were black. In
flight, the upperwing showed white outer primaries with dark tips and the rest of the
upperwing was light gray. The underwing showed white in the two outer primaries with
black webbing between them, and the rest of the primaries were black. The tail was
entirely white and rounded on the end.

SIMILAR SPECIES: Adult Bonaparte’s Gull is generally smaller and in basic plumage
has a smaller bill which is black (not red) and shows white (not black) primaries in the
underwing,

OPTICS & VIEWING CONDITIONS: It was midday, bright and sunny, and I was
looking from southeast to southwest at less than 50 feet as the bird sat on a fishing pier.
Both 8.5 X 44 Swift Audubon binoculars and KOWA TSN-4 telescope (20 X) were used
from the car. As the bird flew briefly it was from 30-150 feet, also viewed from the car
with binoculars. Photographs were taken from car.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I have seen adults in alternate plumage in this same area on
three previous occasions, and a juvenile once before.

REFERENCES & FIELD NOTES: Immediate field notes were made in car. National
Geographic Guide looked at during viewing period. This form was typed on 14 October,
1999.



