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Black-headed Gull Record Number: 94-40
2 Aug 1994 Classification: A-P
Spirit L./Kettleson Hogsback A., Dickinson Co., IA
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DOCUMENTATIONS

Stephen J. Dinsmore (2 Aug, 2 docs), 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames 50014 [6/26/95*%]

Lee A. Schoenewe (2, 3 Aug), 518 W. 4th St., Spencer 51301

Pete Ernzen (Aug), 401 Taylor, Ida Grove

Mark Proescholdt (4 Aug, 2 docs), Box 65, Liscomb 50148

Beth Proescholdt (4 Aug), Box 65, Liscomb 50148

Jim Fuller (4 Aug), 6 Longview Knoll NE, lowa City 52240

Thomas H. Kent (5 Aug), 211 Richards St., lowa City 52246

Peter C. Petersen (6 Aug), 235 McClellan Blvd, Davenport 52803 Ed Thelen (10 Aug), RR 8725,
Spirit Lake 51360

Babs and Loren Padelford (12 Aug), 1405 Little John Rd., Bellevue, NE 68005

Pam and Reid Allen (5 Aug) [not reviewed]

PHOTOGRAPGHS

Steve Dinsmore, juvenile, 2 Aug [2nd review], P-0431

Reid Allen, juvenile, 8 Aug [not reviewed], P-0429
REFERENCES

Field Reports: IBL 65:15

Records Committee: IBL 65:82

Dinsmore, S. J. 1996. Probable breeding of Black-headed Gulls in Northwestern lowa. lowa Bird
Life 66:27-29.

VOTE: 7 A-D

A-D, Should these two reports have been lumped? The Kettleson birds offer interesting evidence of
nearby breeding.

A-D, 2 adults, 1 juvenile -- pretty spectacular record. Steve mentions photos. We need to check
on them.

A-D, A rather incredible occurrence, strongly suggestive of nearby nesting. Careful descriptions
of adults allow conclusion that 2 different adult birds were seen. | saw these birds also, but
inexplicably did not document them.

REVOTE (with photo): 7 A-P
A-P, juvenile C. Black-headed Gull.
A-P, juvenile well shown in photo.



cited. I requested verification on 10 reports of more casily identified species that were
seen at unusual dates. | received uscful additional information on cach of thesc
sightings, which will be placed on file. The date was incorrect for two of the reports,
which suggests that other dates in Field Reports may be incorrect. It would be
helpful if contributors specifically review their reports for dates that seem out of line
before they send them in. Also, if you spot an incorrect date in the Field Reports,
report it (o the author so that a correction can be published.

All reports were received on time, which is greatly appreciated. The quality of the
reports was excellent, and some provided an unbelievable amount of data on fall birds
in lowa.

CONTRIBUTORS (* = DOCUMENTATION ONLY)

Dick Bierman (DBi), Cherokee; Dennis Carter (DeC), Decorah; Jane R. Clark
(JRC), Clive; Raymond L. Cummins (RLC), Centerville; David L. Dankert (DLD),
Cedar Rapids; James J. Dinsmore (JJD), Ames; Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJD), Ames;
Chris Edwards (CE), North Liberty; Bery Engebretsen (BE), Des Moines; Peter
Ernzen (PE), Ida Grove; Carolyn J. Fischer (CJF), Mason City; *Charles R. Fuller
(CRF), Burlington; James L. Fuller (JLF), lowa City; Douglas C. Harr (DCH),
Larchwood; *Terry J. Hulsebus (TJH), Denison; James Huntington (JH), Jowa City;
Bill F. Huser (BFH), South Sioux City, NE; *Maridel Jackson (MIJ), Ankeny;
Thomas N. Johnson (TNJ), Mystic; Matthew C. Kenne (MCK), Algona; Thomas H.
Kent (THK), lowa City; Darwin Koenig (DK), Ankeny; Sharron R. Laub (SRL),
Rippey; Babs K. Padelford (BKP), Bellevue, NE; Loren J Padelford (LJP), Bellevue,
NE; Marietta A. Petersen (MAP), Walnut; Peter C. Petersen (PCP), Davenport; Beth
Proescholdt (BPr), Liscomb; Mark Proescholdt (MPr), Liscomb; *John Rutenbeck
(JR), Burlington; Lee A. Schoenewe (LAS), Spencer; Jim Sinclair (JSi), Indianola;
Dale Stone (DS), Lake City; Dennis Thompson (DT), Johnston; Ed Thelen (ETh),
Spirit Lake; John Van Dyk (JV), Sioux Center; Phil J. Walsh (PJW), Des Moines;
and Hank Zaletel, (HZ) Nevada.

211 Richards Sireet, lowa City, IA 52246

LONG-TAILED JAEGER IN SAC COUNTY
PETER ERNZEN

On the afternoon of 4 September 1994, my 3 1/2 year old son,
Joshua and I were bird watching at Tomahawk Marsh 2.9
miles north of Lake View in Sac County. Tomahawk Marsh is
divided in half by county road M68. After viewing both sides
of the marsh, 1 decided to concentrate our efforts on the west
side. We drove 1o a gravel road that borders the north boundary of the marsh. While 1
was viewing several ducks and a Common Moorhen, my attention was distracted by a
car horn on M68. Looking in the direction of the noise, I saw several Great Blue
Herons flying west. Much 1o my utter amazement the distinctive form of a Long-
tailed Jacger followed the procession of Great Blue Herons. The two features that
were immediately recognizable were the two long pointed tail feathers and the
distinctive diamond-shaped tail. In flight the bird appeared to be medium gull sized,
but flew tern like.
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I followed the bird in flight until it landed on one of the many muskrat dens in the
marsh. 1 immediatcly observed the bird for about 15 minutes through my spolling
scope. The following features were observed as the bird resied: gray body, white
chest, black bill, and black crown that came 1o a point on the back of the head.

Knowing the rarity of this species in Iowa, I decided (o auempt Lo gel a closer
view of the bird. | was able 10 approach to within 15-20 feet. In addition to the above
details, 1 was able to discern an inch-wide patch of yellow wash below the eye that
extended in front of and behind the eye. When the bird flew, I rewuned to my car and
raced home 10 report my finding.

On 5 September, Tim Schantz relocated the bird at the southeast corner of Black
Hawk Lake five miles southeast of Tomahawk Marsh. The bird stayed in the arca for
the next 10 days, thrilling birders from lowa and surrounding states. Interestingly, on
the same day an immature Sabine's Gull was also located in the same area. For the
next several days, 1 fielded calls from around the state as 1o where and if the bird was
still around.

This is only the second sighting of this arctic species in lowa. The previous record
was of one collected near Lone Tree in Johnston County in 1907 (Anderson, Auk
25:215, 1908). This is the most common of the jaeger species in the arctic, but,
because of its highly pelagic winter preferences, it is the least encountered of the
three jacger species in the interior, with only 34 other sightings in the lower 48
states (T. H. Kent, personal communication).

401 Taylor, Ida Grove, IA 51445

PROBABLE BREEDING OF BLACK-HEADED GULLS IN
NORTHWESTERN IOWA

STEPHEN J. DINSMORE

Al approximately 11:25 am. on 2 August 1994, | stopped at
the northwestern end of Spirit Lake in Dickinson County. A
number of gulls and terns were resting on a rock jeity south of
the road, just south of the lowa-Minnesota state line. Among
the gulls was an adult Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus),
recognizable by its size, blood red bill and legs, dark hood, and very pale gray mantle.
I watched the bird as it perched on the jetty for 17 minutes, when it flew and
disappeared 1o the southwest over Spirit Lake. The bird was slightly smaller than
nearby Ring-billed Gulls and was generally a longer, more slender gull. The long
legs were bright red. The bill was dark red, slender, straight, and pointed at the tip.
The bird still had a well-defined dark brown hood, although there were numerous
white lecks, especially around the base of the bill and on the forehead. The neck,
breast, belly, undertail, and uppertail were white. The mantle was very pale gray, the
same color as the upperwings. The wing pattern was as [ollows: inner primaries and
secondaries and their coverts were pale gray, outer primaries and coverls were white,
black tips o at least the outer six primarics, undersides of inner primaries black,
underside of outer primary white. The wings extended well beyond the 1ail up when
the bird was perched.

A short time later, at approximately 12:10 p.m., | stopped to scan a small Nock of
gulls resting on an island at the Kettleson Waterfowl Production Arca (WPA) on the
west side of Spirit Lake. After a few minutes, | found a very strange looking gull
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walking alone along the edge of the water. My first thought was that the bird might
be a juvenile Sabine's Gull. After about 20 minutes, | concluded the bird was a
juvenile Black-hcaded Gull. Almost immediately, an adult Black-headed Gull landed
in my scope view and fed the bird a large minnow. The juvenile bird was similar 10
the adult in size, being slightly larger than a Franklin's Gull. The overall appearance
was very rust-colored. The bill was bicolored with the basal two thirds pale pink and
the distal one third dark. The head was mostly white, except for a brown cap and a
blackish auricular patch. The bird had an incomplete white eyering that was broken in
front of the eye. There was a white collar across the back of the neck. The lower
hindneck, mantle, and upperwings were dark brown with a scalloped appearance. The
mantle and hindneck were slightly darker than the upperwings. The scalloped
appearance was created by the buffy or gold tips 0 the scapulars. The primaries were
black, with some white on the outer edge of the wing visible on the perched bird.
The underparts were white. On the foreneck, brown color extending forward from each
bend in the wing met to form a complete bib. The bib was widest on the sides of the
neck, but was connected by only a thin brown line. The tail was white with a narrow
black terminal band on the upper surface. The legs were flesh-colored. The upperwing
paltern was very striking. There was a brown carpal bar. The outer primaries and ups
of several inner primarics were solid black. The secondary coverts were pale gray. The
tips of all secondarics were black, creating a black bar along the trailing edge of the
wing. The remainder of the upperwing was white. In flight, the undersides of the
flight feathers appeared black while the underwing coverts appeared white.The adult
with the young bird was very similar to the adult I had seen earlier at the north end of
Spirit Lake, and I initially assumed they were the same individual. However, 1
returned to the north end of Spirit Lake at approximately 4 p.m. that afternoon and
found an adult bird still present there. Upon closer examination, the adult at
Kettleson WPA had a much more complete hood that lacked white flecking. I also
noted that the bird had a partial white eyering, broken in front of the eye. On at least
two occasions, the adult at Keitleson WPA attacked Great Blue Herons, presumably
in defense on the young bird. Both times, the adult gull repeatedly gave a call that
was reminiscent of an American Crow, but higher-pitched.

I observed these birds again on 3 and 5 August 1994. At least one adult remained
in the arca through 12 August 1994 (Kent 1995). These represent only the second and
third records of Black-headed Gull in Iowa. The first record was of an adult on 2, 4
November 1989 at Saylorville Reservoir (Dinsmore 1993). Another adult appeared at
Big Creek Lake from 17 to 23 November 1994 (Kent 1995). This species is a rare
vagrant to the upper Midwest with fewer than 10 records each from Minnesota,
Nebraska, Illinois, and Missouri. All records are of single birds.

Black-headed Gulls first bred in North America in Newfoundland in 1977 (Finch
1978). They have nested only once in the United States, in Massachusetts in 1984
(Holt et al. 1986). There are a few summer records for the upper Midwest, but the
only one suggestive of possible breeding was the adult from 28 May into July 1986
in a large Franklin's Gull colony at North Heron Lake in Jackson County, Minnesota
(Janssen 1986), about 20 miles northwest of Spirit Lake. A strong case can be made
that Black-headed Gulls bred in northwestern Iowa or adjacent Minnesota in 1994,
The young arc fed and cared for by both parents and leave the nest after about 10 days,
but remain nearby. The fledging period is about 35 days (Cramp 1983). While the
juvenile bird was clearly capable of flight, it did not appear to be a strong flier. The
presence of both adults with the juvenile also supports breeding nearby since both
adults feed the young until fledging, usually at intervals of 45 minutes (Brandl and
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Nelsen 1988). It is unlikely that the adulis would disperse far from the nest site while
continuing to feed the young. It scems reasonable 1o conclude that the birds bred
nearby, possibly at or within a few miles of Kettleson WPA. It also scems certain
that the birds bred close enough to constitute the sccond breeding record for this
specics in the United States.
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4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames 1A 50014

WHIMBREL IN HAMILTON COUNTY
THOMAS H. KENT AND JAMES L. FULLER

On 24 May 1995 at 10:40 a.m., we were driving south on
U.S. 69 in north-central Hamilton County when Kent saw a
large shorebird silhouetied against the water in a flooded farm
ficld near the road. As we wmed around and stopped to look at
i, we both shouted "Whimbrel" simultaneously. It was a large
brownish shorebird roughly the size of a godwit with long, relatively thick gray bill
that became markedly decurved over its distal half. The angle &f the bill with the head
made the bird look flat headed. There was a distinct white eye line gnd dark cap with a
thin central crown stripe. Otherwise, the bird was a nondescript brown--lighter and
plainer below and flecked with feather edgings above. The legs were dark pale gray
and the eye was dark. The only other large shorebird with a decurved bill that occurs
in lowa is Long-billed Curlew, which is a much larger bird with longer bill,
cinnamon coloration, and no crown stripe. Although we immediately called several
birders, to the best of our knowledge, no other birders saw this bird. The Whimbrel is
a Casual species in lowa with records from 6 of the last 10 years, most from mid 10
late May.

211 Richards Street, lowa City, IA 52246 and 6 Longview Knoll. RR 6, lowa City.
1A 52240
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species: Common Black-headed Gull

Number: 1 adult

Location: n. end of Spirit L., Dickinson Co., IA

Habitat: large lake

Date: 2 August 1994

Time: 11:25-11:42 a.m.

Observer: Stephen J. Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, IA 50014
Others who saw bird: ?

Description of bird(s): At approximately 11:25 a.m. on August 2, 1994, 1 stopped
at "The Grade" at the northwest end of Spirit Lake, Dickinson Co., lowa. This
is a shallow body of water just south of the lowa-Minnesota boundary that
drains into Spirit Lake. A rock jetty separates the two water bodies, and a
number of gulls and terns were roosting on it. Among the gulls was an
adult Common Black-headed Gull, recognizable by its size, blood red bill and
legs, dark hood, and very pale gray mantle. 1 watched the bird as it perched
on the jetty for 17 minutes, when it took flight and disappeared to the
southwest over Spirit Lake. The following is a description of the bird,
written during the observation. The bird was slightly smaller than nearby
Ring-billed Gulls and was generally a longer, more slender appearing gull.
The legs were bright red, and were proportionally longer than the legs of a
Ring-billed Gull. The bill was also dark red, appearing black at the tip. The
bill was slender and straight with a pointed tip. There was no obvious
gonys. The bird still had a well-defined dark brown hood, though there
were numerous white flecks, especially around the base of the bill and on
the forehead. The eye appeared dark. The neck, breast, belly, undertail, and
uppertail were white. The tail was square-tipped, not forked or wedge-
shaped. The mantle was very pale gray, the same color as the upperwings.
The wing pattern was as follows: inner primaries and secondaries and their
associated coverts were pale gray, outer primaries and coverts were white,
black tips to at least the outer six primaries, undersides of inner primaries
black, underside of outer two primaries white. The wings extended well
beyond the tail tip when the bird was perched. Based on these features, I
aged the bird as an adult just beginning the molt to basic plumage. 1 took
several photos and relocated the bird at this location from 10:30-10:47 a.m.
on 3 August.

Similar species and how eliminated: The combination of red bill and legs,
brown hood, size, very pale gray mantle and upperwings, and black
undersides to the inner primaries eliminates several similar species,
including Franklin's, Laughing, Little, Bonaparte's, and Ross' gulls.

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent with
sun to ome side, Estimated viewing distance was 100 meters. I used a Kowa
20-60x spotting scope.

Previous experience with species: I have seen this species once before in Iowa,
as well as several times in Massachusetts and recently in North Carolina.

References consulted: NGS Field Guide to the Birds of North America
Grant Gulls: A guide to identification

How long before field notes made: written with bird under observation
How long before this form completed: 4 August 1994
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species: Common Black-headed Gull

Number: 1 adult, 1 juvenile ..
Location: Kettleson Waterfowl Production Area, Dickinson Co., IA
Habitat: shallow marsh

Date: 2 August 1994 (also 3,5 August)

Time: 12:12-2:33 p.m., 5:40-8:14 p.m. on 8/2

Observer: Stephen J. Dinsmore 4024 Arkansas Dr. Ames, IA 50014
Others who saw bird: LaVonne Foote, Lee Schoenewe, m.ob.

Description of bird(s): At approximately 12:10 p.m., I stopped to scan a small
flock of gulls resting on an island at the Kettleson Waterfowl Production
Area on the west side of Spirit Lake. After a couple of minutes, I found a
very strange looking gull walking alone along the edge of the water. My
first thought, after several minutes, was that the bird might be a juvenile
Sabine's Gull, but several features didn't fit. Finally, after about 20 minutes,
I concluded the bird was a juvenile Common Black-headed Gull. Within a
couple of minutes, I was surprised to have an adult Common Black-headed
Gull land in my scope view and feed the bird in question a large minnow.
The adult bird was very similar to the adult 1 had seen earlier at the north
end of Spirit Lake, and I initially assumed they involved the same
individual. However, I returned to the north end of Spirit Lake at
approximately 4 p.m. that afternoon and found an adult bird still present.
Upon closer examination, I noted that the adult at Kettleson WPA had a
much more complete hood lacking any white flecking. I also “noted several
additional features not seen earlier on the Spirit Lake bird. The bird had a
partial white eyering, broken in front of the eye. The adult bird fed the
juvenile on at least eight occasions on 2-3 August. In all cases, the food was
a large minnow of about 3 inches in length. The adult appeared to be
foraging on Hottes L., as all its flights to and from the WPA were in that
direction (NW of the WPA). On at least two occasions, the adult at Kettleson
WPA attacked Great Blue Herons, presumably in defense on the young bird.
Both times, the bird repeatedly gave a call that was reminiscent of an
American Crow, but higher-pitched.

The appearance of the juvenile bird was as follows. The bird was similar to the
adult bird in size, being slightly larger than a Franklin's Gull. The overall
appearance was very rusty. The bill was obviously bicolored-the basal 2/3
were pale pink and the distal 1/3 ~was dark. The distinction between the
pink and dark colors was not sharply demarcated. The head was mostly
white, except for a brown cap and a blackish auricular patch. I also noted
an incomplete white eyering, broken in front of the eye. The bird also had
a white collar across the back of the neck. The lower hindneck, mantle, and
upperwings were dark brown with a scalloped appearance (the mantle and
hindneck were slightly darker than the upperwings). The scalloping was
due to the buffy or almost gold tips to the scapulars. The primaries were
black, with some white on the outer edge of the wing visible on the
perched bird. The underparts were entirely white. On the foreneck, brown
color extending forward from each bend in the wing met to form a
complete bib. The bib was widest on the sides of the neck, but was
connected by only a thin brown line. The tail was white with a narrow
black terminal band visible on the upper surface. The legs were flesh-
colored. The upperwing pattern was very striking (and also difficult to
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describe). There was a brown carpal bar, the outer primaries were entirely
black, the tips of several inner primaries were also black, the secondary
coverts were pale gray, the tips to all secondaries were black (created a
black bar along the inner trailing edge of the wing), and the remainder of
the upperwing was white. The undersides of the flight feathers appeared
black while the underwing coverts appeared white.

Similar species and how eliminated: The combination of red bill and legs,
brown hood, size, very pale gray mantle and upperwings, and black
undersides to the inner primaries separated the adult from several similar
species, including Franklin's, Laughing, Little, Bonaparte's, and Ross' gulls.
The juvenile was unlike any other gull I've ever seen. The combination of
size, bicolored bill, flesh-colored legs, and upperwing pattern, coupled by
the fact that it was being fed by an adult bird, should safely eliminate other
gulls.

Viewing conditions and equipment: Viewing conditions were excellent with
the sun to ome side under partly cloudy skies. Estimated viewing distance
was mostly 50-150 meters, I used Leica 10x42 binoculars and a Kowa 20-60x
spotting scope.

Previous experience with species: I have seen this species once before in Ilowa,
as well as several times in Massachusetts and recently in North Carolina.

References consulted: NGS Field Guide to the Birds of North America
Grant Gulls: A guide to identification >

How long before field notes made: written during observation
How long before this form completed: completed 4 August 1994
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DOCUMENTATION FORM

Species How many? GuACKHEADED Cull Z2AD  [im

Location?_ KEMLESoN H0GSBAcK. (WPA QAD fum)/dorim SkoRE Blgc SPIRIT LAKE
Type of habitat? RETeren mALSH anvd srchole Rock RECK g
When? datc(s):a?ﬁﬂ/?qTime: boo-F:00fm ¥ P00 ~lotc0 A

Who? your name and address

b
LEE A ScHotwewe 98 w. qt* S SPencer ,TA. Sizol
Others with you SivE DINIWORE | NANCY STHOCMEWE , EUBENE * ELO(SE ALMSHRoNG

Others before and after you Sr&ue piwsmoee /m--oB.

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size,

shape, details of all parts (bill, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat,

breast, belly, under tail, legs, feet). Also describe voice and

behavior. ORSERUED A SNAL , DARK HEADED GulL wTH 2ED (LGS AnD A
LED LiLL. HO0d WAS CHOCOLATT BlowN/MSTEAD OF BLACK. [AGHTER. GRAY minrle
PEVEALED WRITE aUrER. PRIMARIES /N FPLIGHT AND DARK UNDERGIAN (o, |mmATIRE
BIAD HAD A mebium A@O(JN PAND WHTE ParrERN THAT ST T /H’AR«T FCom AL OTHER
CALLS (N THE AREA, TOP OF THE FEAD WAST BN WiTh. A BRown LNE UNQER THE
EYE OTENONG TO A BROWN EAR FATCH. A LMTE LYE PATCHt AND WHITE Coual
ON THE NAPE of THE NECK WERE™ DISTNCT, MANTLE (WAS BRIwN AND Wk & iTH
A BRION , GIAT AND W TE PATTERA N FUEHT. {&oybd AvulT WAS SERARATE Flom

OTHEL. Z BIRDS AND HAD WHTE REPLAGLNG THE OARK Hoop ,
Similar spe::‘lcs and how eliminated: ARANEUNS (ULL - CHoCoLATE BRowN HEAD; WiTE
OUTER. PRIMARIES | DARK LWDERWING.  BoAgARTE'S Cue — Blooo RED BiLl), CriocsrATE

Rowr HEAD ) DARY LLwpERwWw LV B
B d

id any one disagree or have reservations about identification? Afo

If yes, explain:

<

Viewing conditions: lighting, distance (how measured), and optical
equipment: DANLIGHT toiTh CtowdS 10O ~ 200 YOS Fx o BrNoCahARrS
ZoXxox ScofE

Previous experience with this species and similar ones:

FRANKkLn'S ¥ BINAPARTE'S Guus m/ meerdtion)
References and persons consulted before writing description:

How long before field notes made? /MmEPIATE
this form completed? SAme DAY

Mail original form to field editor for this season.
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For Extraordinarv Rird Sicghtinas in ana

h &1 4
at spe es?&)mm %M M How manv?/w
:J.ocation? WI’] %Wpff

Tvpe of Habitat?

When? date(s) j time: 5/*-" to 6‘/5'

Who? vour name and addres: @f[ 6M/ Ao/ TRYLI0-
Others with vou: /,//A/&’
Others before or after vou: 5él/éf/fd — BlEVE 0//‘/5‘/”&/25 [PUsJO (2 ko

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include

size, shape, details of all parts (bill, eve, head, neck, back,

winq, tail, throat, breast, belly undertail, leqs feet) ﬁg Alﬁﬁﬁﬂf
mention voice and behavior. :’;/Zé oOF ﬁA/Jﬂ'//Uf @, ﬂ/f’M w.
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nid anv one disagree or have reservations about identification?
If yes, explain: Ao

Viewing conditions: aive lighting, d¢stance_(how measured),
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e tl Sk "71(‘35‘ 1] 7,(4::.:;2 doated (e
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Cﬁ raph1es /e:/J Quide to Birds o A.
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DOCUMENTATION FORM for extraordinary bird sightings in Iowa qlfqu
What species? Cowmown B[&CK—-—L&LJQ:Z G;-b\[/ How many? { adu l+
Location? K-E#I'ESO‘V\ wl“’&‘f‘\gwl ?\'Ocl.udt‘e'v\ Aveo. — (DECKEWSM\ GwM‘Hs)

Type of habitat? Swall woter axea with ow island and just Westof Spintlake
Q00 pwm. o TI00 o, i
When? date(s):___ AuS. Y, [99¥ time:_4.S5pm. t0_5:30 prm.
Who?your name and address: MaxK ?mesckolclf", Box 65; Liseomb, Tewe 50148
others with you: Beth Proes choldt

pey
others before or after you: S{eve Divu'wr?_, T F'u[/\er, Bfou\.\, Torm /(w-hmmw

Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.

his ‘3'«‘\" had a daxk Brown Q-m‘:fe?la hoed on its head and a lavge
Bl lil@_a Loughing Sulle bill, S daek ved bill and dock ved log < aud
foet verq well Hhe Second S’f\gH—ivﬂ e—gf'QCf‘“”&.Tme‘f‘ Fwes the bill and
124 soked dax k. The Upper wiwngs had o white weJ_ge at The qu"‘vr
Wrimﬁeé like oo Bqu?,a.rf-velfca’-un'g wiwgs, I had & light gvay back and om
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Describe the bird(s) including only what you observed. Include size, shape, details
of all parts (bill, eye, head, neck, back, wing, tail, throat, breast, belly, under
tail, legs, feet). Also mention voice and behavior.
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DOCUNENTATION OF RARE BIRD q ‘{- Vo

SPECIES: Common Black-headed Gull (adult and juvenile)

LOCATION: Pond on Kettleson Waterfowl Production Area (Dickinson Co.).
DATE & TIME: 4 August, 1994 (7:11-7:50 AN and 8:40-8:55 AM)

OBSERVER: Jim Fuller, 6 Longview Knoll, NE, Iowa City, Iowa, 52240.

OTHER OBSERVERS: Found by Steve Dinsmore. I was with Tim Schantz. MOb before and after.

the adult appeared to feed it. We watched both birds for another half hour, and then attempted to locate the other adult with
Mo success. Returning to the original location, we watched both birds again for about fifteen minutes.

DESCRIPTION (General): Both juvenile and adult were smaller and sleeker than the nearby Ring-billed Gulls, but were about
twice the size of Forster’s Terns. They were long-winged, and on the standing birds, the primary projection was well beyond
the tail, about two inches. The head seemed small and the bill was long and thin.

DESCRIPTION (Juvenile): The upperparts were a brown-gray on the back and back of head. There was also a continuation of this
color down the side of the neck. The tail and folded wing tips were black, and there was a brownish carpal bar. Beneath the
carpal bar, the wing was a light gray. There was a smudgy black spot behind the eye. Otherwise, the underparts were white, as
Was the rump. The eye was dark. The bill was long and thin with a yellowish base (2/3), and dark tip (1/3). The legs were a
pinkish-yellow color. The bird did fly a short distance several times, and it seemed to be relatively long-winged. It had a
light-dark W pattern on the upperwin » much like a young Bonaparte’s Gull. The outer primaries were black, and there wvas a
black trailing edge. The underwing flight feathers were a dusky gray color. There was a black tail band, about one inch in
width.

Behavior: The bird never seemed to be still. It walked around picking at the sand, or preened. It also exhibited begging
behavior from the Forster’s Terns and Ring-billed Gulls, as well as from the adult.

DESCRIPTION (Adult): The underparts were white, and the back and folded wing vere a pale gray, except the wing tips which
were black. The head had a dark brown hood, which extended only to the back of the head (not the nape). There was a little
white in the hood, like the bird was beginning to molt. The eye was dark and had a light eye ring, but only toward the
distal. The bill and legs were both a dark red. In flight, the outer primaries on the upperwing were white with black tips,
but the rest of the upperwing was pale gray. The underwing showed dark outer primaries. The tail was white and rounded on the
end, and lacked any terminal band.

SIMILAR SPECIES: No other small adult qull has a brown hood

with both red legs and red bill, nor an underwing pattern like this bird. Bonaparte’s Gull is much smaller and has a dark
bill, and the underwing is light in the primaries. In the juvenile, the brown on the back and side of neck is unique, as are
the leg and bill color. No one disaqreed with the identification.

VIEWING CONDITIONS and OPTICS: The birds were viewed at 50-100 yards, It was early morning on a clear day, looking toward the
south and southwest. They were viewed in flight with Swift Audubon (8.5 X 44) binoculars and otherwise with KOWA TSN-4
telescope (20-60X).

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: I had seen two adults on Attu in May, 1993.

REFERENCES & FIELD NOTES: Field notes were made as I watched the birds, and this form was typed on 9 August. No field quide
was consulted until we were back in the car, and then the NGS was seen.



DOCUMENTATION OF EXTRAORDINARY BIRD SIGHTING q v. "fo

Species: Common Black-headed Gull; Number: 1 juvenile, 1 adult

Location: Kettleson-Hogsback A., Dickinson Co., IA

Date: 5 August 1994; Time: 11:45 a.m. to about 1:00 p.m. and 1:50 p.m. to about 2:30 p.m.

Name and address: Thomas H. Kent, 211 Richards St., Towa City, 1A 522467

Others before/with/after: found by Steve Dinsmore, seen by many

Habitat and circumstances: open pond bordered by grassy fields (both birds) and marsh with open water (adult)

Description of bird: When 1 arrived with Pam and Reid Allen the juvenile was on a dirt island in the middle of the pond.
According to Russ Widner, who was there with Beth Brown, Phil McFadden, and Bill Huser, the adult had just left.
The juvenile was smaller than nearby Ring-billed Gulls and much larger than Forster's Terns. I think it was larger
than the Franklin's Gull also present but not in the same field of view. It had a mottled brown back. In flight, the
wings were black at the tip from above and below. There was a prominent mottled tan-brown carpal bar. Between the
black and brown there was considerable white on the upper wing surface. The tail was white with a thin black
terminal (may have been subterminal) bar. The head had a peculiar appearance that varied with the viewing angle.
There was variably a vertical line or spot in the auricular area with dark extending below the eye toward the bill.
There also appeared to be some dark on the top of the head. This dark coloration appeared brown at times. Between
the dark areas the face appeared white or gray. The back of the sitting bird was mottle tan-brown and this coloration
extended for a considerable distance up the hind neck but was separated from the color on the head by a broad white
neck collar that swept up from the sides and across the upper nape. The bill was thinner and shorter than that of a
Ring-billed Gull. The gray at the tip shaded to pale yellow at the base. I did not make any notes on leg color. The
Juvenile bird was seen on the small island spit, in the water, flying, and on the far shore and was present throughout
the viewing periods.

The adult was not seen until the second visit to the area with Pam and Reid Allen. It was sitting on the far shore
on a small spit. It had a dark brown hood that did not extend very far back on the nape. (It was not as far back as the
Franklin's hood.) I thought I could detect a very small amount of white above and below the eye. The bill was small
and thin and dark maroon. The legs were red-pink, and so was the foot when one was raised. On the sitting bird, the
underparts were white and the upper parts were light gray except for black primaries. In flight, there was a prominent
white leading edge to the outer wing, both from above and below. The trailing edge of the entire wing was black.
From below, the area between the leading and trailing edges was charcoal black fading to lighter toward the inner
most aspect of the underwing. The tail was white. No other birds were nearby for direct size comparison. We
watched the bird fly toward West Hottes Lake (really a marsh). We later went over there and saw the adult flying
around for a minute or two and confirmed earlier observations on the flying bird.

Voice: not heard.

Similar species: The brown head, red bill, and wing pattern of the adult easily exclude Bonaparte's and Little gulls. The
larger size, two-toned bill, peculiar head pattern, and wing pattern also separate the juvenile from these species.

Any one have reservations?: no

Light: We looked at both birds with mid-day sunlight looking south, but we walked around the pond to look at the
juvenile to the north, and at Hottes Lake we viewed the adult to the north; Distance: 20 to 100 yards; Optics: 10x
binocular, 20x scope.

Previous experience: 1 have seen one alternate-plumaged adult on Attu.

References before/after viewing: 1 glanced briefly at field guides and gull books while viewing the birds, and consulted
the same sources while composing the "similar species. "

Time of notes: during observation period; Final typing: 2 days
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Babs & Loren Padelford
1405 Little John Rd.
Bellevue, NE 68005

Documentation of Common Black headed Gull

Location: North end of Spirit Lake on the rock jetty
Date: August 12, 1994 Time: 5200 ~ 5130 p.m.
Light conditions: Overcast

Description of bird: One adult bird was seen. It was a
large, black headed gull, slightly smaller than a Ring-billed
Gull that was present for direct comparison. It was slimmer
than the Ring-billed. The black hood on the head came up
higher on the back of the head than the hood of the
Franklin’s Gull. The shorter hood was quite obvious. The
bill appeared to be a very dark red, and was long and
slender. It was almost as long as the bill of the Ring-
billed. The eye had white crescents. It seemed to be
moulting around the face, as it was whitish behind the bill.
The tail was all white. At rest the long wings were black at
the primary tips, with white along the outer primaries. In
flight the underwings were white at the outer primaries and
dark on the inner primaries. The mantle was a lighter gray
color than the mantle of the Ring-billed Gulls. The legs
were short and dark. Once it stretched out its leg, and the
foot appeared to be red in color.

Behavior: The bird was sitting on a rock where it preened
most of the time we were watching it. It flew up briefly
when a Ring-billed Gull flew close to it. When sitting, the
bird had a more erect or taller look than the Franklin’s
Gull.

Distance from bird: approximately 100 yards
Equipment used: Bushnell Spacemaster 25x, and 40x Kowa

Other observers: Roland Barth (Omaha, NE), Kim Eckert
(Duluth, MN)

This documentation is being written on 8/18/94 from notes
that were made immediately after the sighting.
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v

et recrgsed
Common Black-Headed Gull (Larus ridibundus)

2 (This particular documentation identifies only the juvenileffirst-winter bird and does not
document the adult which was also present)

Dickinson County, Kettleson Waterfow!| Production Area
Enclosed freshwater pothole.
5 August, 1994

Off and on from 10:30 a.m. 'til 12:30 p.m.

Steve Dinsmore

Reid & Pam Allen, 1601 Pleasant Street,
West Des Moines, |IA 50265

Many other observers

Chocolate brown color over mantle. Wide white collar. Chocolate brown and white mottling
on back and wings down to light tail. Head was small, rounded and pattenered with greyish-
chocolate markings, almost cap-like except for a light spot on top of the head. The eye
appeared to have a white crescent behind it with a dark smudge behind that. The bill was
two-tone, pale at the back end with a dark tip. The legs were a light fleshy color. There was
almost a "chin-strap” on the side of the neck. The gull was quite a bit slimmer and smaller
than the Ring-Billed Gulls feeding nearby. It sat rather daintily on the water. The sides were
a greyish-chocolate brown color and the wingtips were black. The trailing edges of the wings
were black and the leading edges of the wing were white over the wrist. The undertail coverts
were white and the tail was white with a black band at the end. The dark trailing edge
extended all the way along the lower edge of wing to the primaries. The wing had an
indescript mottled pattern. The wings did not extend beyond the tail.

Bonaparte's Gull eliminated because of smaller size and two-toned bill on Common Black-
Headed Gull.

Clear day.

None.

Kowa TSN-4 spotting scope; Bushnell 8x36 Custom Binoculars.
Minolta X-700 camera.

FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA, National Geographic Society, Second
Edition, 1987.

SEABIRDS, Harrison, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1985

GULLS, a Guide to Identification, Grant, 1986.

While viewing bird.
January 31, 1994.

Photographs (6) enclosed taken by Reid |. Allen on August 5, 1994.



